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MOUNTOFOLIVESCOLLEGEKAKIRI(MOCK)

CHRISTIANRELIGIOUSEDUCATION.

SENIORTHREE.

THEME:MANANDWOMAN.
SUB-THEME:SEXDIFFERENCESANDTHEPERSONS.
UNEBQUESTION11

Theterm SEXcanbedefinedintwowayswhichare;

Sexasagenderreferstobeingmaleorfemale
Gendercanalsorefertosociallyconstructednotionsaboutmasculineandfeminine
roles,socialattributesandresponsibilitiesassociatedwithbeingmaleorfemale.

Inotherwords,genderdefinescertainrolesthatmenandwomenplayinsociety.
Thereforegenderrolesarenotfixedbutcananddochangeovertime.
Ontheotherside,sexreferstoaperson’sbiologicalcategory.

Sexalsoreferstotheintercoursebetweenmaleandfemalereproductiveorgans.
Question:Distinguishbetweensexandgender.

SEXDIFFERENCESINTHEPRESENTSITUATION
Inthemodernworld,effortshavebeenmadebyorganizationsliketheUnited
Nationsanditsmembernationstoensurethattheinterests,needsandprioritiesof
bothmenandwomenaretakenintoconsideration,recognizingthediversityof
differentgroupsofboysandgirls,womenandmen.

GENDEREQUALITYTODAY
Genderequalityreferstotheequalrightsandopportunitiesofwomenandmenand
ofgirlsandboys.
Todaythereareindicators/elementsthatshowthattheinterests,needsand
prioritiesofbothwomenandmenaretakenintoconsideration,recognizingthe
diversityofdifferentgroupsofwomenandmen.(UNConferenceonwomen)

GUIDINGQUESTION
Showhowwomenhavegainedequalitywithmentoday?
Elementsofequalitybetweenmenandwomentoday
 Today men and women are sharing the same jobs like being lawyers,

administrators,doctors,teachersandaccountants.
 Menandwomenheadfamiliesandprovidetheneedsofthefamilyinform of

food,medicalcareandaccommodation.
 Menandwomenactivelyparticipateinthesocietypoliticswithfullrightstostand

asleadersandtovoteforeachother.Forinstancewomenandmenaremayors,
MPs,chairpersonsamongothers.ForexampleNamboozetheM.pforMukono
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North.
 Womenandmenaretakingactiveparticipationintheeconomicsectorliketax

paymentandowningbusinesses.
 Domesticdutiessuchascookingfoodandcleaningthehouse,takingcareof

childrenareopenlysharedbymenandwomen.
 Familypropertylikehousestodaybelongstoeveryfamilymember.Sonsor

daughtershaveequalrighttofamilyproperty.
 Thereisequalaccesstoeducationandit’snowarighttoeveryonee.g.boysand

girlsstudythesamesyllabusanddothesamefinalexaminations.
 Todaywomenhavetherighttodemandfordivorceincaseofdomestic

violence.
 Bothmenandwomenareentitledtogovernmentprotectionduringthetime

stabilityandinstability.
 Childreninthefamilybelongtoboththehusbandandwifeunlikeintraditional

Africawheremenclaimedfullownershiptochildren.
 Religiously,menandwomenareleadingthechurch,establishingownchurches

andleadingchurchservicese.g.intheAnglicanChurchsettingmenandwomen
qualifyaspriests,reverends,andbishopswhichisthesamecasewiththe
Pentecostalchurches.

 Womentodayhavetherighttodemandfordivorceinmarriageintheevent
domesticviolencethreatsposedbythemen.

 Menandwomenareequalbeforethelaw.Everyoneisprotectedbythelaw
accordingtothe1995Ugandanconstitution.

REVISIONQUESTION:
Mentionthewaysinwhichwomenarecompetingwithmentoday.

GENDERINEQUALITY
 Sexualabuseslikerapeanddefilementarestillcommonagainstwomenand

girls.Thisissobecausewomenarestillconsideredassexobjectsthatare
meanttosatisfytheirsexualdesires.

 Womenbatteringisstillrampantasmenbeattheirwivesasawayofdisciplining
them oversmallissuesandfailuretoagreeonsomeissues.

 Somewomenareentirelydependentontheirhusbandsandconsiderthem their
soleprovidercentrallytothedefinitionofequalityaccordingtoUnitedNations
standards.

 Women arestilldenied thechanceofinheriting propertyoftheirdeceased
parentsandhusbands.Familypropertysuchaslandaregiventotheboysatthe
expenseofthegirlsandincaseofahousewife,thehusband’spropertyis
grabbedbytherelatives.

 Thecontinuedexistenceofbridewealthunderminesthepositionofwomeninthe
society.Itgivesmenthereasontosubjecttheirwivestomistreatmentand
regardingthem aspartoftheir“property.”

 Sexdifferencestillexistinsomereligionsanddenominations.Menaretheonly
ordained priests in the Catholic Church and the worstofall,women pray
separatelyintheIslamicfaith.

 Thegovernmentisputtingalotofemphasisongenderequityespeciallyonthe
girl-childeducationbyawarding1.5pointstogirlswhenjoiningpublicuniversities
likeMakerereUniversityamongotherstoincreasetheenrolmentofgirlsatthe
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universitylevel.
 Widowinheritanceisstillpracticedbysomesocietiesthuswomenaredeprived

oftherightofmakingindependentdecisionofwhom tomarryafterthedeathof
thehusband.

 Somemenstillclaim ownershipofchildrenandsowomensimplyrespectevery
decisionmadeonthechildrenbymen/fathers.

 Menstillholdtheauthorityandpowertodivorcethewifewithoutherconsentor
givingheranopportunitytoresistdivorce.

 Therearestereotypesaboutsomeprofessionswhichseem to befitfora
particularsex.Nurseryteachingandsecretarialworkistakentobefeminineand
beinganengineerissuitableformen.

 Forcedmarriageisstillinexistenceespeciallydonebytheselfishparentswho
aregreedyformaterialwealth.

 Theburdenofdomesticworkisstillcoveredbywomenmostlywhilemensitand
devotetheirtimetochangingfrom onetelevisionchanneltoanother.

 In some societies men are considered to be superiorcompared to their
counterpartshencewomenareexpectedtobesubmissivetomen.

 Menarestilldominantinpolitics.Theelectoratetendstogivetheirvotesmostly
tomenbecausetheythinktheyarebestsuitedforleadershipcomparedtotheir
femalecounterparts.

ROLE/EFFORT OF THE GOVERNMENT IN PROMOTING
EQUALITYORLIFTINGUPTHESTATUSOFWOMEN

 ThegovernmentestablishedUniversaleducationtogiveaccesstoeducation
tobothboysandgirls.

 Thegovernmentobserves/celebratestheInternationalWomen’sdayonevery

8th Marchtoappreciate,acknowledgeandrecognizetheachievementsof
women.

 The governmentis giving fullsupportto women organizations such as
organization ofwomeǹseffortto supportorphans(UWESO),Action for
DevelopmentofWomen(ACFODE),FIDA(TheUgandaAssociationofWomen
Lawyers)amongotherstoprotecttheoperationofwomeninfamilies.

 Thegovernmentisputtingalotofemphasisonthegirl-childeducatione.g.
the1.5pointsgiventoallgirlsjoiningpublicuniversitieslikeMakerere,Gulu,
andMabarara.Thisistohelpwomencompetewithmenfavorably.

 Thegovernmenthasorganizedseminars,workshops,andconferencesto
sensitizethepublicabouttherightsandroleofwomeninnationdevelopment.

 Thegovernmenthasempoweredwomeneconomicallythroughgivingthem
loansatalowinteresttostartupincomegeneratingprojects.

 Thegovernmenthasalwaysputspecialemphasisonrecruitmentofwomen
forjobsinordertotransform theirstatus.

 Thegovernmenthasprovidedequalopportunitiesinleadershiptobothmen
andwomen.

 The governmenthas enforced the implementation ofpolicies like equal
divisionoffamilypropertyincaseofdivorce.

 ThegovernmenthasputinplaceuniversaleducationofUPE,USEtoenable
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boysandgirlsattainliteracyandcompetefavorably.
 Employedwomenaregivenmaternityleave.Thisenablesthem torecover

from thedifficultiesfacedduringtheperiodofpregnancy.
 Thegovernmenthasgivensupporttoadultwomeneducationthrough

equippingthem withbasictechnicalskillliketailoring,weavingandalso
providethem withrequiredtools,machinestoenablethem earnaliving.

 Strictlawshavebeenputupandenforcedtoprotectwomenfrom abuseslike
domesticviolence,sexualharassment,andkidnapamongothers.

REVISIONQUESTION:
Whatisthegovernmentdoingtopromoteequalitybetweenmenandwomen
inUganda?

EFFORTOFTHECHURCHINUPLIFTINGWOMEǸSSTATUS
 Thechurchhasordainedwomenaspriests,reverendsandbishopsjustasmen

e.g.theAnglicanChurchordainswomenasreverendstogivewomenachanceto
serveGod.

 Thechurchhasorganizedworkshops,seminarsandconferencestosensitizethe
peopletorecognizetherightsofwomene.g.AtBethelhealingcentre,pastor
Irene Manjerihas always organized women conference to empowerthem
spiritually,economically,andphysically.

 Ithasoperatedandmaintainedgirlsschoolse.g.GayazaHighSchool,St.Marỳs
collegeNamagungatoteachthegirlschildandcompetewiththeboychildin
society.

 Churchleadershipisforbothmenandwomene.g.PastorImeldaNamutebiof
Liberty worship centre,Irene ManjeriofBethelhealing Centre Church in
Kitende,Kajjansi.

 Thechurchhassetuporganizations/associationstosupportmenandwomenin
families like the mothers and fathers unions in the catholic and Anglican
churchesinwhichfamilyandmarriageissuesarediscussed.

 Thechurchhasemployedwomeninchurchfoundedprojectsasteachersin
schools,doctorsinhospitals,financialinstitutionslikeCentenarybankunderthe
Catholicchurchamongothers.

 Thechurchhaspromotedmonogamousmarriagesasthesuitablemarriage
relationshiptobringloveandharmonyforahusbandandwifeasopposedto
polygamy.

 Thechurchprovidedcounselingandguidancetobothmenandwomenwith
problemshencecreatingequalityofallpersons.

 Thechurchhasextendedfinancialassistancetothedisadvantagedmenand
womeninordertoempowerthem andputthem onthesamelevele.g.the“send
thecowproject”operatedbytheAnglicanChurch.

 Thechurchisgivingsacramentstobothmenandwomene.g.baptism,Holy
CommunionandMarriageespeciallyintheAnglicanChurch.

 Thechurchdeliversthesamesermonforbothmenandwomen.Theysitinthe
samechurchandreceiveGod̀smessageatthesametime.

 Thechurchhasorganizedsocialclubsforyoungpeopleinwhichlifeskillsare
taughttothem e.g.YMCAandYWCA

 ThechurchhasorganizedSundayschoolswherebothboysandgirlsaretaught
Christianprinciples.
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REVISIONQUESTION
WhatstepshastheChurchinUgandatakentoimproveonthestatusofwomen?

WOMENEMANCIPATION/WOMENLIBERATIONMOVEMENT(WLM)
Thisreferstoanefforttoraiseorrecognizetherightsofwomeninthemale
dominatedsociety.
Itis an attemptorstruggle bywomen to free themselves from allforms of
oppressioninvariousaspectsoflifei.e.social,economic,religiousandpolitical.
WomenliberationmovementsstartedintheUSin26/08/1970andfeaturedpolitical
activitiessuchasamarchdemandinglegalequalityforwomenintheUnitedStates.
TheUgandaWomenLiberationMovementisknownastheUgandaFeministForum.

REASONSFORTHERISEOFWOMENLIBERATIONMOVEMENT.
Therearehistoricalreasonsforthegrowthanddevelopmentofliberationstruggles
in Uganda and Africa as a whole.This movementproposes and insists that
economic,psychologicalandsocialfreedom arenecessaryforwomentoprogress
from beingsecond-classcitizensintheirsocieties.Belowaretheaim/objectivesor
factorsthatledtotheriseofWomenliberationmovements/feminism.
Guidingquestion:
Whatreasonsdowomengivefortheirliberationstruggle?
 Toprotectwomenagainstdomesticviolenceinform ofbeatingwhichmaylead

tolossoflivesandothersleftwithinjuries.
 Toprotectwomenagainstsexualabusesincemenconsideredthem sexual

objectstofulfilltheirsexualdesires.
 Topromotewomenparticipationinthepoliticsofthesocietysincewomenwere

consideredaskitchenmaterialwithnothingtoaddonthecommunity.
 To promote women respectin marriage againstconstantinsults from the

husbands,lackofoppressionforthedomesticworkdone.
 Toaddresstheissueofteenagemarriagewhichweresorampartduetothe

parentsselfishinterests.
 Topromotegirlchildeducationsincemanywomenwereandarestillunableto

readandwrite.
 Topromotewomeǹsrightsincaseofinheritanceofpropertyinthefamilythe

factthattheboychildhadfullrightsofinheritingfamilyproperty.
 Tocounteracttheissueofbridewealthwhichexposedwomentodomestic

violenceandasleveragewhichhinderedthem from divorcingthustheyhadto
sufferthebeatingslocally.

 Topromoteemploymentopportunitiesforwomensincehusbandsleftthem idle
athomeonlytododomesticworkyetmajorityofthem werehighlyeducated.

 Toachieveequalitybetweenmenandwomenonthebasisofthefundamental
humanrightslikerighttolife,education,associationamongothervirtuesof
humanrights.

 Toachievefreecompetitionwithmeninsocietyineducation,employmentand
leadership.

 Toaddresstheissueofforcinggirlsintomarriagebytheirparentswithintentions
ofgettingbridewealth.

 Toaddresstheissueofdenyingwomencertainfoodstuffswhichwereenjoyed
byonlymenindifferentsocieties.

 Toseekrecognitionandappreciationoftherolesandeffortsofwomeninthe

System developed by  

  

Powered by: www.schoolporto.com 
System developed by  -- lule -- 0752697211, info@schoolporto.com 



6

ASIIMWEMOSES
Readasthoughyouwouldneverbeabletomasterit;holditasthoughyouwouldbe
infearoflosingit.

developmentoffamiliesandsociety.
 To allow womenparticipationinreligiousissuesincetheywereconsidered

unholyinsomesocietiesandcouldnotleadpublicworship.
 Toprotectwomenfrom beingregardedassourcesofmisfortunesinmanyofthe

societiesaroundtheworld.
 Tocounteracttheissueofregardingwomenbeastsoftheburden.
 Toaddresstheissueofblamingwomenforchildlessmarriageyetinsome

causesitcouldbeasaresultoftheman’ssterility.

POSITIVEIMPACT/CONTRIBUTIONOFWOMENLIBERATIONMOVEMENT
GUIDINGQUESTION:
ExplaintheeffectofthewomenliberationmovementontheUgandansociety.
 Ithasenabledwomentohavepublicemploymentandhaveachancetoearn

salaryhencebecomingeconomicallyindependent.
 Thereisincreasenumberofwomeninpoliticsandthishasledtomakingoflaws

forthebenefitofeveryoneinsociety.
 Ithasincreased thenumberofgirlsinschoolsand institutionsoflearning

throughsensitizingparentsabouttheimportanceofthegirlchildeducation.
 Women’sopinionsonbridewealtharehighlyrespected.Theydeterminewhatis

tobepaidbyhusbandtobe.Theyevengoanextramileandcontributefinancially.
 Womenarefullyrecognizedandappreciatedfortheircontributioninvarious

developmentarenas.ForexampletheministryofAgriculture,AnimalIndustryand

Fisheriescelebratedtheengagementofwomenincoffeeon4thOctober2018.
 Bothmenandwomenhaveequalrightsovertheirchildrencontrarytotheearlier

patrilinealattitudewherechildrenbelongonlytothefather.
 Therehasbeenerosionoftherigidandinhumanculturalpracticeslikefemale

genitalmutilationamongtheSebeiofUganda.
 Ithas increased familyincomes and nationalincome through employment

opportunitiesgiventowomen.
 Womenareinpositiontopayfeesfortheirchildrenandotherbasicneedsoflife

hencecontributingtosocietaldevelopment.
 Ithaspromotedfamilystabilityduetosomemenfearingtolosetheirproperties

incaseofdivorcewherepropertywouldbesharedequally.
 Womenhavesucceededinestablishingrecognizedorganizationstocoordinate

women activities,NationalAssociation ofWomen’s Organization (NAWOU)

foundedonthe29thJanuary1992.
 Womenhaveestablishedincomegeneratingactivitieslikepiggery,poultrywhich

enablesthem toearnincome.LikeMbabaziauniversitystudentwholaysbricks
topayhertuition.

 Ithashelpedwomentoworkhardfortheirfamiliessincetheyarenow stake
holdersoftheirfamilies.

 Ithasenabledwomentotalkinpublicandholdpoliticalralliessensitizingthe
publiconsocio-economicandpoliticalissues.

 Women’ssexrightshavebeenrespectedbytheirspouses.Theyhavearightto
acceptorrefusetoengageinsexthusnolongerregardedassexobjects

.
 Ithasincreasedthetaxbasetothegovernmentasaresultofallowingwomento

participateinproductiveemploymentandinvestment.
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 Ithaspromotedwomenparticipationinreligiousaffairs.Womenareordainedas
priestsintheAnglicanChurchandPentecostchurches.LikePr.ManjeriofBethel
Healingcenterchurch.

 Ithasenabledtoownpropertyinform oflandandaccesstobankloanshence
leadingtoincreasedinvestmentforfamilyandnationdevelopment.

 Ithaspromotedpeaceinfamilieswithoutdomesticviolenceduetosensitization
ofwomenrights.

 Ithasincreasedsecurityinthecountrythroughwomenparticipatinginsecurity
organssuchasISO,UPDF,Police,andPrisons.

 Ithaspromotedtheleisureindustryduewomenparticipationvariouspublic
leisureactivitieslikesinging,dancing,handcraft.

 Promotedrespectforwomenandtheiractivitieshenceearningofincomefor
theirfamiliesandthenationatlarge.

NEGATIVEIMPACTOFWOMENLIBERATIONMOVEMENT

 Hasincreaseddivorcedandseparationduetowomendemandingequalrights
withmene.g.cominghomeverylateandtheirhusbandsopeningforthem.

 Ithasresultedintochildnegligencesinceworkingwomenleaveinthemorning
andcomebacklate

 Hasincreasedsexualimmoralityespeciallytowomenwhorefusetogetmarried
andendupinprostitution,lesbianism andcuncubinage.

 Womenhavelostrespectduetotheneedtobehavelikemeneatingwhile
standing,indecentdressing.

 Somehusbandshaveendedupmarryingtheirhousegirlsduetolittlecare,
attentionandlovefrom theirwivesascomparedtothehousemaids.

 Hasledtomoraldegenerationamongchildrenduetowomenspendinglittletime
withtheirchildren.

 Hasmadementofeartomarryeducatedwomenleadingtoagoodnumberof
educatedwomenremainingunmarried.

 Womenhaveusedwomenliberationmovementplatform tostealfrom menas
theygetmarriedtovariousmendivorcingthem withintentionsofsharingthe
familyproperty.

 Marriagehasturnedtobemoreofaburdentosomehusbandsduetothetorture
exertedonthem bytheirwives.

 Ithasincreasedcasesofdomesticviolenceaswomentenddisrespecttheir
husbandsandalwaysstruggletostealfrom them leadingtoorganizedmurder
caseinfamilies.

 Hasledtolossofcultureaswomenfightforequalitywithmeninallaspectsof
lifeyetmenweresuperiortowomeninAfricansocieties.

 Ithasincreasedtheriseoffemaleheadedfamiliesduetodivorceasaresultof
theanti-socialbehavioramongwomen.

 Itfacilitated the increase ofsingle parenthood due to the evercropping
disagreementsinthefamilybroughtinthewomen’surgeforequality.

SEXEDUCATIONINTHEPRESENTSITUATION

Howsexeducationiscarriedouttoday?
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Sexeducationistheprocessthroughwhichsexrelatedinformationisimpartedinto
theyoungtopreparethem forfuturemarriageresponsibilities.Thereisnospecial
arrangementforteachingyoungpeopleissuesofsex;howeveritisextendedto
them inthefollowingways;

 Throughgroupinfluencewhereyoungpeopleshare,discusssexualstorieshence
teachingeachotherdifferentissuesaboutsex.

 Throughparentswhoteachyoungonestoobservegoodsexualbehaviorsin
society.

 Throughcloserelativeslikeunclesandaunts,brothersandsisterswhoguide
youngoneonsexrelatedissues.

 ThechurchorganizessextalksforintendingpartnersespeciallyAnglicanand
catholicchurcheswherespeciallessonsareorganizedforallthosepreparingto
wedinchurch.

 Throughculturalinitiationswhereyoungpeoplearetaughtsexualvalueslike
circumcisionofboysamongtheBagishu,bushvisitingamongtheBaganda.

 ThroughNGOswhichgivefreesexeducationto theyouthe.g.TASO,Aids
InformationCentre(AIC)whichextendsinformationonabstinenceandHIV/AIDS.

 Through both localand internationalsongs which contain a lotofsexual
informationwithemphasisonlove,lonelinessanddisappointment.LikeYouand
mebyLydiaJazimineandDaddyAndre,HowdeepisyourlovebyCalvinHarris.

 Throughwrittenliteratureinwhichspecialsexualinformationisextendedto
youngpeoplelikemagazines,novelsandsimpletexts.

 Throughtelevisionprogramswhicharerelatedtosexissuestargetingalladults
andyouthsliketheSaloontalkonUrbanT.V.Westernsoapsonvariousstations
revealingsexinformation.LikePassionMoneraonUrbanT.v.

 ThroughgovernmentyouthprogramslikePIASCYwhichteachesyoungpeople
aboutlifeskillsintendedtoovercomeHIV/AIDS.

 ThroughradioprogramswheresextalkshowsareconductedlikeLatedateon
Capitalradio.

 ThroughsubjectsinschoolslikebiologyandCREwhichhaverelatedtopicsand
hencehelpingtoimpartsexeducationtotheyoung.

 Throughresponsibleculturalleaderswhoorganizeculturalprogramse.g.Lady
SylviaNagindaofBugandahasalwaysorganizedspecialsessionsforyouths
throughtheKisaakaateProgram.

CHALLENGESFACEDINPROVIDINGSEXEDUCATION
Thereareanumberofproblemsassociatedwiththeextensionofsexeducationin
moderntimesandincludethefollowing;

 Influenceofpeersaboutsexmatterswhichmakesthem tounderratethesex
educatorsbecausetheyfeelthattheyknowalotandcannotbeeducated.

 Influenceofmassmediawhichexposesalotofpornographicmaterialsandthus
influencetheattitudesofyoungonese.g.internet,newspaperlikeredpepper,
onion,kamunye…

 Thepopularfalsesayingslike“practicemakesperfect”and“welearnbydoing”
havefailedsexeducationtogoonhenceyoungonedowhatevertheywant.

 Toomuchredundancyamongyoungoneshasmadethem toengageinpre-
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maritalsexsoastokeepthem occupied.
 Manyyoungonesareverymaterialistespeciallygirlswhoaccepttoexchange

sexformoneyinordertomakeendsmeet/surviveandthussexeducation
becomingirrelevanttothem.

 DeclineinAfricanculturalvalueswhereyoungpeopleconsiderpracticelike
circumcision,bush visiting asoutdated yetpropersexeducation ispassed
throughsuchpractices.

 Permissivenesswhereyoungpeoplehavetoomuchfreedom totakeonany
behaviortheywantwithoutanyonestoppingthem.

 Youngpeopleassumethattheyknowmuchaboutsexbecausetheyhavemany
sourceslikefriends,pornography,henceignoringtheworkofsexeducators.

 Someparentsaretooshyandsotheyfeartoopendiscusssexrelatedissues
withtheirchildren.

 Someotherparentsaretoobusywithworkwhichmakesitdifficultforthem to
talkwiththeirchildrenaboutimportantlifeissues.

 Influenceofpornographywhichisprovedbyyoungonesasthemostreliable
sourceofsextrickshencedesiringtodowhattheywatchandhenceignoringthe
workofsexeducators.

 Somepeoplehaveverylimitedknowledgeonsexeducationwhichmakesyoung
peopletoreceivewronginformation.

 Sexeducationiscurrentlypaidfor/commercializedandsoonlythosewhocan
aretheonestoreceivetheserviceandotherareleftout.

 Thereisawidegapbetweentheyoungandtheeldersandthusyoungonesthink
thatparent’sideasareoutdatedandirrelevanttoday.

SEXDIFFERENCESINTHEAFRICANTRADITIONALRELIGION

THEPOSITIONOFWOMENINTRADITIONALAFRICA

InAfricantraditional,menhadbothpositiveandnegativeattitudetowardswomen
andstatusofwomenwasgenerallylowandincomparabletothatofmen.

NEGATIVEATTITUDETOWARDSWOMEN.

Guidingquestion

WhatwasthestatusofwomenintraditionalAfricansociety?
 Theywereconsideredbeastsofburden,hadtodoallworkinthegardenandat

homeunderthesupervisionofmen.
 Theyweretreatedassexmachines;toprovidesexualpleasuretomenandfor

theyneverenjoyeditthemselves
 Theywerefactoriesformanufacturingchildrenandchildrenbelongedtomeand

onseparation,shecouldleavethem behind.
 Womenhadaninferiorpositiontothatofmeninthesociety.Womenrightsnever

existed,butmeǹsrights.
 Theywereexpectedtorespectmenandremainsubmissivetothem eventhough

menwereyoungthanwomen.
 Womenwereprohibitedfrom eatingsomefoodsaswerepreservedformenonly

e.g.fish,chickenandeggsasamongtheBanyoro.
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 MenenjoyedaGod-givendutytodisciplinetheirwivesanytimeandwomenwere
broughtupknowingthat.

 Themourningforadeadwomanwasshortertothatoftheman,anaspectof
littleregardforwomeninthesociety.

 Womenwereknownbytheirparents̀orhusband̀snamesnottheirownnames.
 Theywereblamedforallthewrongsandmisfortunesinthefamilyandsociety
 Theywereforbiddenfrom assuminganyleadershippositioninthesociety,but

onlymen.
 Theywereforbiddenfrom participatinginanydecisionmakingprocessandno

opinionwasexpectedfrom them
 Girlswereexpectedtopreservetheirvirginitytillmarriage.
 Onlymenhadrightstoinitiatedivorceinthemarriagerelationshipandwomen

hadtoacceptsuchdecision.
 Theyweresubjectedtopolygamywithouttheirknowledge.
 Allpropertybelongedtotheman,andnowomanwasallowedtoownproperty.
Revisionquestion:
Explain the inequalitiesthatexisted between men and women in the African
traditionalsociety.

POSITIVEATTITUDE
 Womenweredoctorsandnursesofthesociety,makingsyrupsandmedicineto

curediseases.
 Theywererespectedandsalutedforhelpingpreparetheadolescentgirlsfor

marriage
 Theyshapedthemoralvaluesofthechildrenfrom onegenerationtoanother
 Theywerecreditedforproducingchildrenandcontributedtotheexpansionofthe

clanandthefamily
 Theywereconsideredimportantbecausetheyandtheirchildrenbroughtrespect

tothemanandhisfamilyonthesociety
 Theywereconsideredmothersofsocietyforfedthefamilyevenwhenthings

werehardinthesociety.
Revisionquestion
UsingyourknowledgeoftheAfricantraditionalsociety,explainthepartwomen
playedinthecommunity.

SEXEDUCATIONINATS

Thiswastheimpartingofsexvaluesandrolestochildrenandothermembersofthe
society.Itwascommunalandthereforeeveryonewasresponsibleforextendingsex
educationtotheyounginthecommunity.

METHODSOFTRANSMITTINGSEXEDUCATIONTOTHEYOUNG.

 Throughparentslikefather,mother,uncleandauntwhoguidedandcounseled
thechildrenaboutthelifeskillsandsexvalues

 Throughfoodtabooswhichrevealedthedòsanddoǹtsofaparticularsociety
e.g.AmongtheBaganda,incestwashighlydiscouragedandboysandgirlswere
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separatedduringadolescence.

 Throughhardpunishmentstoactasexamplestosocietymemberse.g.Among
theCongoleseagirlwhogotpregnantbeforeofficialmarriagewastiedinthemid
oftheforesttobeeatenbyanimals.

 Throughtraditionalschoolsandsecludedplacese.g.amongtheBaganda,the
auntswouldconductpullingritualsinthebushtopreparethegirlsforsatisfying
theirhusbandsinmarriage.

 Throughwitnessingthefirstsexualencounterofthecouplebytheelders/aunt
e.g.amongtheBaganda,theauntcouldsleepunderthebedtolistenattentively
towhateverwastakingplace.

 Throughvaluingthevirginityofgirlse.g.amongtheBaganda,a-shegoatwould
besenttothefamilyofthegirlinappreciationofkeepingthegirlpure.

 Throughvaluingtheprivacyofsexe.g.sexualorgansweregivenspecialnames
likeamongtheBanyoro,themaǹsgenitalwasreferredto as“mango”the
Bagandareferredtoitas“Akasolo”.

 Girlsweretaughtmotherlyrolese.g.auntsguidedthem onwhattododuring
menstruation,breastfeeding,afterbirthcare,extra.

 Throughpracticalworkwherepracticalskillspassedontotheyounge.g.hunting,
grazingtotheboys,andcookingtothegirls.

 Throughsongsandpoemsthathadrelevantinformationtotheyoungaboutthe
roleofmenandwomeninthefamily.

 Throughexemplarylifeoftheeldersi.e.wayofdressing,sitting,talkinginpublic
andgoodsexstyles.

 Throughstoriesandmythswhichhadrichinformationaboutsexvaluespassed
totheyoungespeciallyintheevening.

CONTENTSOFSEXEDUCATIONINATS
 Courageandbrevityamongboysinordertoprotecttheirfamilies.
 Moralandsexualvalueslikedescentdressing,respectforeldersandforsexat

alltimes
 Valuesoftolerance,patiencee.g.Bagandagirlsweresupposedtogreetwhile

kneeling
 Virginityuntilmarriagewashighlyemphasizedamonggirls
 Hygieneandbeautytipsweretaughte.g.amongtheBatooro,specialcowghee

andherbalperfumeswereappliedbythegirlinordertobebeautylooking.
 Boysandgirlsweretaughthowtopleasetheirpartnerssexually
 Emphasisontherespectofsexualorgansthatiswhypetnamesweregivento

them
 Boysweretaughtaboutthewetdreamsandgirls-theirmonthlyperiodsandhow

tocaterforthemselves
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 Traditionalbirth controlmethodsweretaughtto girlse.g.prolonged breast
feeding,useofherbs...

 Youngoneswereseparatedfrom sleepingtogethertoavoidincest
 Certainmedicineswereprovidedtocaterforsexualdisorders,bodyodor,and

partialimpotence.Like“ebombo”.

SEXDIFFERENCESINTHECHURCHHISTORY

Outlinethesexinequalitiesthatexistedinthechurchhistory
 Theofficeofpriesthoodwasentirelyformenandnowomanwouldserveasa

priestespeciallyintheCatholicChurch.
 Itwasonlymenwhoweregivenachancetoprayforthefamiliesandforthe

churchcongregation,womenweredeniedthatchance.
 Onlymenbecamesaintsandup-to-dateveryfew womenareinthehistoryof

sainthood.
 Womeninmenstruationperiodweremadetostayawayfrom othersuntilthey

hadrecoveredfrom themonthlyillness.
 Womanhadtoconfesstheirsinsfirstbeforemencoulddoso.Sometimes

womenconfessedtheirsinstomenwhopresentedthem toGod.
 Christianmissionaryworkwasonlyformenandwomenwereleftathometodo

domesticwork.
 Mendominatedfellowshipsincetheyhadabeliefthatsuchgatheringswereonly

fitformennotwomen.
 Womenwereexpectedtocovertheirheadswithveilsduringpublicworshipand

publicgatheringse.g.intheCorinthianchurchveilinghadbecomeaproblem but
St.Paulsolveditinhislettertothem

 Men wereallowed to divorcetheirwivesand women wereto acceptsuch
decision.

 Talkinginpublicwasonlyformenandsoitwasadisgraceforwomantomake
publicargumentswithaman

HOW MISSIONARIES RESPONDED TO THE CASES OF INEQUALITY IN THE
AFRICANTRADITIONSETTING

 Missionariestaughtthathumanbeingsareequalandwerecreatedfrom God̀s
image.

 Thechurch encouraged theeducation ofthegirl-child byestablishing girl’s
schoolslikeGayazaHighSchool.

 Womenweretrainedwithbasicskillsinlifelikeknittinginorderforthem tobe
self-reliant.

 Theycateredforthedisadvantagedchildrenlikeorphans,lameandblindby
buildingspecialschoolsforthem.

 Somewomenweretrainedtoofferservicestothegeneralpublice.g.Hana
KageyeworkedasateacherinAnkolefortheAnglicanChurch.

 TheycalledformonogamousmarriageamongAfricanstobringloveforthe
husband,wifeandchildren.

 Theyemphasizedindependentchoicesasopposedtowidow inheritancewhich
waspracticedbytheAfricanfamilies.

 IntheAnglicanChurch,womenwereordainedasreverendsandweretherefore
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importantintheministryofthechurch.
 Womenwereencouragedtotakekeypositionsinthechurchandparticipateinits

activities.
 Thechurchinvolvedanumberofwomeninthepreachingofthegospele.g.the

CatholicChurchtrainedmanygirlsassisterswhohelpedinexpansionofthe
churchandraisingtheirstatus.

SEXDIFFERENCESINTHEOLDTESTAMENT

ELEMENTSOFEQUALITYINTHEOLDTESTAMENT
Guidingquestion:
UsingyourknowledgeoftheOldTestament,showthatmanandwomanaremeant
tobeequal.
WhatistheOldtestamentunderstandingofequalitybetweenmenandwomen?
 Godcreatedbothmaleandfemalefrom Hisownimageandlikenesshenceboth

areequal(Gen1:26-28)
 Manandwomanwerecreatedforcompanionshippurposesi.e.Evewascreated

from theAdam s̀ribafterfailingtogetasuitablecompanion.
 Thewomanwascreatedoutofthemaǹsbodyandsobothareofthematerial

andareequal.(Gen2:8-9)
 Godgavebothmaleandfemalethepowertocontinuewiththeworkofcreation

inform ofco-creationandpro-creation.
 Godpunishedbothmaleandfemaleforfearingtheforbiddenfruite.g.theywere

sentfrom theGardenofEdenaftersinningagainstGod.
 GodgavetheTencommandments/Decaloguetoguidebothmaleandfemalein

theirrelationshipwithGodandfellowman.
 GodcalledMosestoliberatebothmaleandfemalefrom theEgyptianslavery.
 DuringthetimeofNoah,GodpunishedandsavedmaleandfemalewhenHe

floodsduetotheirsinfulnature.
 GodprovidedfoodtobothmaleandfemaleduringtheIsraelitestravelinthe

wildernesse.g.hegavethem mannaandquailsandwaterafteralongtimeof
hunger.

 GodcalledAbraham tobeginthesalvationplanandprocessforallmankind.
 GodcalledbothmenandwomentoserveHim asleaderse.g.Deborahwhowas

ajudgeandSamuelwhowasajudgeandapriest.
 BothrequirefaithtomoveGod̀shande.g.HannahandAbraham prayedfaithfully

andGodgavethem children.
 GodenteredintoacovenantwithbothmenandwomenatMountSinaiandhadto

livebyit.

ELEMENTSOFINEQUALITYINTHEOLDTESTAMENT
Guidingquestion:
ExplaintheelementsofinequalityintheOldTestament.
 Polygamywas allowed and men married more than one woman e.g.King

Solomonhad700officialwives,ElkanahhadHannahandPeninah.
 Itwasonlymenwhoweresubjectedtoforcedlaboure.g.KingSolomonused

30,000mentodoforcedlabourduringhisdevelopmentalprojects.
 Therewaspaymentofbridewealthinordertogetawifee.g.Jacobworkedfor
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14yearsinordergetRachaelandLeahaswives.
 ThenakednessofawomanmadethemantosinagainstGode.g.KingDavidhad

lustforBathshebaafterseeinghernakedness.
 Menwereallowedtodivorcetheirwivesbywritingadivorcelettertothewifeand

lettinghergoawaywhichchancewasdeniedtothewoman.(Deut24)
 InthenationalcensuscarriedoutbyKingDavid,onlymenwerecounted.
 Womenweretakenasmeǹspropertye.g.theDecaloguestatethat;“Don’t

admireanothermaǹspropertyinclusiveofhiswife.
 Thewomanbecameasubordinateofthemanandshehadtohavegreatdesire

forthemanafterthefallofman.
 Someinstitutionslikepriesthoodwasspecificallyformensincewomenwere

consideredunholy.
 Ongivingbirth,awomanwasuncleanfor33daysifshegavebirthtoaboyandin

caseofagirl,shewasuncleanfor66daysandshehadtogoforpurification.
 Womenweretositbehind,remainquietandcoveredtheirheadsduringpublic

worship.
 Womenbecamesecondbeforethelaw e.g.womendiddomesticworkonthe

Sabbathdayasmenrested.

EXAMPLESOFISRAELITEWOMENWHOCONTIBUTEDTOTHEIRCOMMUNITY
QUIDINGQUESTION
GiveexamplesoftheIsraeliteswomenwhocontributedtotheircommunity.
DEBORAH
She served as a judge and prophetess atthe time when the Israelites were
threatened.

ESTHER
ShepleadedtothekingtorejectthekillingofJews.

Hannah,
ShededicatedherownSonSamuelfortheserviceofGod.

Judith
ShekilledtheKingHoleferneswhowasoppressingtheIsraelites(Judith12:13)

Miriam,
Shewasaprophetess

WomanofTekoa
SheconvincedKingDavidtoforgivehissonAbsalom (2samuel14:1-24)

Ruth
Shewasaveryhardworkingwomaninhercommunity

NEW TESTAMENTTEACHINGONGENDEREQUALITY
GUIDINGQUESTION
How didJesus̀ lifeandteachingsreconcilethedifferencesbetweenmenand
women?
 HewenttoprepareroomsinHeavenforbothmenandwomen.
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 HepromisedtheHolySpirittobothmenandwomentoguidethem intheirdayto
daylife.

 Jesuscateredforthephysicalandspiritualneedsofbothmenandwomene.g.
hehealedtheblindbeggarandcrippledwomaninthesynagogueontheSabbath.

 Jesuslovedbothmenandwomen,richandpoor,adultandyoungequallywithout
discrimination.

 Jesusbefriendedbothmenandwomene.g.helovedMary,MarthaandLazarus
asfriendsandthishelpedhim togetclosetotheordinarypersons.

 Jesusappreciatedtheroleofwomenduringhisministrye.g.heappreciatedthe
womanwhoanointedhim withexpensiveperfumeandthewomaǹsofferingin
thesynagogue.

 Heinteractedwithbothmenandwomene.g.Hehadaspecialtalkwiththe
Samaritanwoman,NicodemusandZaccheaus.

 Hepreachedthegospeltobothmenandwomenduringhisministry.
 Heraisedbothmenandwomenfrom thedeade.g.Jairus̀daughter,Lazarusand

thewidowsson.
 Jesustaughtthatmenandwomenshallfacefinaljudgmentregardlessofsex

andstatus.
 Jesus̀ resurrectionandascensiontoheavenbroughthopetobothmenand

women.
 Jesusdiedforthesinsofbothmenandwomen.
 Heforgavebothmenandwomene.g.thosewhocrucifiedHim,thosewho

opposedhim andadulterouswomanwereforgivenbyJesus.

ASSIGNMENT
1a)ExplainhoweducationhasputbothboysandgirlsatthesamelevelinUganda
today?
b)Inwhatwayshasthesocietybenefitedfrom theimprovedstatusofwomen?

2a)WhatarethechangingrolesofwomeninUgandatoday?
b)WhatBiblicalteachingcanhelpboysandgirlsregardthemselvesasequal?

3a)GivereasonsforthechangingrolesbetweenmenandwomeninUganda.
b)UsingtheBibleknowledge,showthatmanandwomanaremeanttobeequal.
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