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THEESTABLISHMENTOFBOERREPUBLICSINSOUTHAFRICA.

TheBoersestablishedindependentrepublicsintheinteriorofSouthAfricaduring

andafterthegreattrek.

TheserepublicsincludedNatal,OrangeFreeStateandlaterTransvaal.

However,theseBoerrepublicswereannexedbytheBritishwhokeptonfollowing

themevenuptotheinterior.

SUMMARY

REPUBLIC YEAROF

ANNEXATION

ANNEXEDBY

Natal/Natalia 1843 British

OrangeFreeState 1848 British

Transvaal 1851-1877 British

THEORIGIN/FOUNDATIONOFTHEREPUBLICOFNATAL

1.TherepublicofNatalwasfoundedbyPietRetief’sgroupafter1838.

2.In1838,theTrekkersmettheZululeader(Dingane)andtriedtonegotiateforland.

3.UpontheaboveTrekker’srequest,DinganetoldtheTrekkersunderPiet–Retieftofirstbring

backtheZulucattlestolenbytheTlokwachiefSekonyela.

4.Piet-RetieftrickedSekonyelaandsecuredthecattlefromSekonyela,Dinganebecame

suspiciousbecauseofthequicknessofRetief.

5.ButstillDinganedidnottrustthewhitemen,hewasworriedanduneasyoftheirarms,he

clearlyknewandlearntofhowwhiteshadoverthrownAfricanchiefs.

6.So,DinganeorganizedabeerpartywerehecalledPietRetiefandsomeofhissympathizersand

thereafter,theywereallmurdered.

7. PretoriusthenewBoerleadermanagedtorevengeanddefeatedtheZuluatthebattleofBlood
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River.

8.TheBoersthereforetookfullpossessionofZululandandcapturedthousandsofZulucattle.

9.DinganewaslaterforcedtogiveawaythewholeofsouthernNataltotheBoers.

10.PretoriuslaterarmedDingane’sbrotherMpandetooverthrowhim.

11.MpandebecamethenewZululeaderanddefeatedDinganewaskilledbytheSwazi

12.BySeptember1839,thetrekkersformedacouncil(VolksRand)of24membersbasedat

Pietermaritzburg.

13.Thevolksraadservedasacourtofappealandelectingapresidentwhenevertheymet.

14.Pretoriushoweverremainedthegeneralcommander.

15.PietermaritzburgremainedasthecapitaloftheNatalrepublicformedbyBoers.

16.TheNatalrepublicwashowevertooshortlivedmainlyduetotheBritishdeterminationto

annexit.

17.In1843,poornatalwasannexedbytheBritishanditwasincorporatedinthecapecolonyas

oneofitsprovinces.

18.Meanwhile,theBoerswhowereunhappyaboutBritishrulefledtootherareas.

REASONSWHYTHEBOERSESTABLISHEDTHEREPUBLICOFNATAL

 TheBoervictoryof1838atBloodRiverclearedtheBoeroccupationofthearea.

 ThegoodreportsfromthespiesthatenoughlandexistedaroundtheNatal.

 PietRetief’sleadershipwasveryessentialbecauseheledtheBoersintoNatal.

 Pretorius’scourageandrole,heledtheBoersintowarafterthedeathofPietRetief.

 ThegreatMfecanehadlaidbaremanypiecesoflandintheareathusattractingthe

Boers.

 ThestrongdeterminationoftheBoerstobefreefromanymoreBritishinfluence.

 TheexistenceofcollaboratingZululikeMpandefurtherliftedtheBoerspiritofstaying

inthearea.

 NatalhadfertilesoilsthatcouldfacilitateBoersfarming.
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 ThepasturesofNatalweregoodforBoeranimalsthussettlingthere.

 TheBoerswantedtohaveaccesstoaportandtherebycompetefavorably.

 TheclimateintheareasuitedtheBoerpastoralnature.

 Dingane’sunpopularitymeantthattheBoerwouldnotbemetwithunifiedZulu

resistance.

 Dingane’sunfaithfulnessprovidedtheBoerswiththemuchneededexcuses.

 ThecoastlineofNatalwouldprovidechancesforprofitabletradetotheBoersthanthe

landlockedinterior.

 TheneedtohavetrueindependencemadetheBoerstocreatetheNatalrepublic.

WHYTHEBRITISHANNEXEDNATALIN1843.

 TheannexationseemedtobethebestwayofdealingwiththeunrestontheEastern

frontierofthecape.

 TheBritishneverwishedtheBoerstoliveasanindependentpoliticalorganization.

 Tradershadstartedflocking(using)thepartofDurban,thismadeportNataltocompete

withCapeTowncommercially,thisledtoannexationofNatal.

 TheBritishpresenceatDurbanwasthreatenedpoliticallybynatal.

 TherewasaseriousneedbytheBritishtobringBoersofnatalbackunderBritishcontrol.

 Britain/Britishasserted/claimedthatNatalwastoopoortosustainitsowngovernment.

 TherewasafearthatmaybetheBoerswouldgangupwithpowerfulAfricanleaders

againsttheBritish.

 TheBritishclaimedtohavereceivedreportsthatBoerswereenslavingtheAfricansagain.

 BritishstronglywishedtousenatalasaCentreforextendingtheirimperialismelsewhere.

 BritishstronglyreferredtotheBoersaspartoftheirsubjectsandwithsuchabelief,it’sno

wonderNatalwasannexed.

 ThefertilesoilsalongNatalmusthaveenticed/interestedtheBritishtoannexTransvaal.
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 RumorsthatNatalwasrichinmineralsquicklyattractedtheBritishtoannexit1843.

 ThesearoutetoIndiawhichwastoocrucialandimportantforBritishcommercewasnot

safeaslongasBoersoccupiedit.

 TheBoer’sadministrationwasquicklyweakeninganddisintegratingwhichprovideda

fertilegroundfortheBritishtotakeoverNatal.

 TheBritishcouldhardlyallowarivalEuropeanpowertoestablishanindependentrepublic

neartothem.

 TheBoerslackedthefinancialmuscletoadministeranindependentprovincebythen(poor

treasury).

 BritishreasonedthattheBoersweretooweakmilitarilytoprotectthemselvesagainstthe

Africans.

 TheBritishwantedtobenefitfromthefertilesoilsofNatal.

 TheBritishwantedtopreventextensionofracismintotheinterior.

 TheeffortsofthecolonialsecretarybythenLordStanleywhonevertrustedtheBoers

becauseoftheircorruptandevilgovernment.

 TheBoers’displacementsofthePondounderchiefFakuofffromtheirlandbetween

UmzimkuluandUmzimkuluannoyedtheBritish.

EFFECTSOFBRITISHANNEXATIONOFNATAL1843.

 TheBoerrepubliccametoanendandtheBoerslostindependence.

 NatalbecamepartofBritishcapecolony.

 ManyBoersleftNatalandsettledinotherareas.

 TheBritishwereforcedtoextendtheirruletoO.F.SandTransvaal.

 ItledtoclashesbetweenthemigratingBoersandAfricans.

 ItledtodepopulationofAfricansandBoersduringwarsbetweenthem.

 AfricanslostlandtotheBoersbecausetheBoersresortedtoattackingAfricansfor

moreland.
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 TheBoersalsolosttheirlandtotheBritish.

 PropertywasdestroyedofbothAfricansandtheeBoersleadingtopoverty.

 WarsbetweentheBoersandtheBritishbecameinevitable.

 TheenmitybetweentheBoersandBritishwasintensified.

 AfricansweredisplacedasBoerswerelookingforlandafterlosingNatal.

 TheannexationledtotheestablishmentofNatalsugarplantations.

 LedtosigningoftreatiesliketheSandRiverandBloemfonteinbetweentheBritish

andBoers.

 ThetreatiessignedgavetheBoerrepublicsofOrangeFreeStateandTransvaaltheir

independence.

 Boerracialsegregationwasspreadintotheinterior.

THEFOUNDATIONOFTHEBOERREPUBLICOFORANGEFREESTATE

TherepublicwasfoundedbytheBoertrekkerswhowereunderPortigieter‘sgroup.

ItwasestablishedbetweenRiversVaalandorange.

TheOrangeFreeStatewasatfirstknownasOrangeRivercolony.

OrangeRivercolonyhadonlybeenformedafterdefeatingthepoorNdebeleunderMzilikaziand

thesepeopleweresentasfarasLimpopoRiver.

AfterPortigieterandMaritzhadexpelledMzilikazi,theysetupacapitalcalledWinbergin

honoroftheirvictory.

By1843,NapierhadfullymetwithMoshesheandthereafter,fixedtheSouthernboundaryof

OrangeRiver.

In1844,aconstitutionwasdraftedandparliamentaryinstitutionswereestablished.

Portigieterplayedaverybigroleintheconstitutionmakingandremainedacommanderof

OrangeFreeState.

Howeverlater,thecolonywasannexedbySirHarrySmiththeBritishgovernorinFebruary1848.

PretoriuswhohadledsomeBoersfromNataltoOrangeFreeStatetriedtoresisttheBritishbut
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wasdefeatedintheBoomplaatesbattleofAugust1848.

In1849,thewardenlinewasdrawnbytheBritishseparatingBoerlandfromtheBasutoto

preventBoerBasutoconflicts.

However,MoshesheoftheBasutocontinuedattackingtheBritishandtheBasutoinOrange

Rivercolonyandonmanyoccasionsdefeatedthewhites.

Followingthedefeatofthewhites,theBritishbelievedthattheircontinuedcontroloftheBoers

wasbecomingtooexpensive.

TheBoersthenapproachedthenewBritishOfficerSirGeorgeCathcartandrequestedfor

independencein1852.

By1852,theBritishhadfullygiventheBoersnorthoftheVaalRivertherightofself-

government.

In1854,theBloemfonteinconventionwassignedandgavetheBoersfullindependence.

TheOrangeRivercolonyafternowbecameknownastheOrangeFreeState.

JosousHoffmanbecamethefirstpresidentin1855,andwasafterreplacedbyJacobBoshoff.

REASONSFORBRITISHOCCUPATIONOFORANGEFREESTATEBY1848.

1.The1848meetingbetweenthenewcapegovernorHarrySmithandtheBoersonone

handandbyMoshesheontheother.

2.TheBoer-BasutoconflictshadprovedhardtobestoppedthustheBritishputallhopeof

endingitintheannexation.

3. TheneedtoprotecttheweakenedBoersasresultofmanyBasutoattacks.

4.BoersalsohopethatBritishannexationapartfrompreservingtheirstolenlandfrom

Africanswouldgrantthemmoreland.

5.ThefailureofNapiertocreatelastingpeaceintheareaconvincedtheBritishcolonial

officetooptforannexation.

6.TheBritishneedtoprotecttheAfricansliketheiralliestheMoroka.

7.TheBasutokinghadalsoonmanyoccasionsrequestedforBritishprotectionfromthe

Boers.
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8.TheBritishpolicyoffollowingtheBoerTrekkersandneedtostopthemfromTrekking.

9.TheBritishstillregardedtheBoersastheirsubjects,sincetheirpowerextendedtothe

Limpopovalley.

10.TheincreasedBoernationalismthreatenedtheBritish.

11.ThecontinuedAnglo-BoerhatredandRivalrymadetheBritishsouncomfortablewith

havingindependentBoers.

12.TheoccupationofNatalmadetheBritishtouseitasabasetoextendtheirruleinthe

interior.

13.TheBasuto-BoerswarswerealsoendangeringtheCapesecurity.

14.TheneedtoprotecttheirwhitebrothersmadetheBritishtoannexOFS.

15.SomeBritishmissionarieswantedtostoptheincreasedBoermistreatmentofAfricans

16.TherumorofmineralsaroundtheOrangeFreesStatemadetheBritishtooccupythe

area.

17.Mosheshe’sfailuretoagreewithAdamKookoneoftheGriqualeadersontheir

boundarieswiththeBoersledtotheannexation.

THEFORMATIONOFTHEBOERREPUBLICOFTRANSVAAL.

TherepublicwasformedbytheBoerTrekkerswhohadbeenundervariousleaders.

AstheBritishendedtheirinterferenceintheBoercolonyofOrangeFreeState,theBoers

establishedtheSouthAfricanrepublicofTransvaal.

Atfirst,therepublicwaserectednearthebanksofLimpopoRiverbutlaterestablishedbeyond

VaalRiverthusnamedTransvaal.

MarthinusWesselsPretorius,thesonsofAndriesPretoriusbecameitsfirstpresidentin1858.

ThefoundersofTransvaalweremilitanthard-linetrekkers.

TheBoersinthisarearegardedthemselvesaspoliticalrefugees.

CelliersstolelandfromChiefMakwenaandthislandwasbetweenVaalandVetRivers.
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MorelandwasstolenfromNdebeleafterseriousfightinganddisplacingthemfurtherin

Zimbabwe.

TheBoersalsofoughtforleadershipamongPretorius,CelliersandMaritz.

FourcommanderswereelectedtoactassupremeleadersandincludedPretoriusandWilliam

Jourbert.

LaterCelliersandMaritzdrewupaconstitutiontogoverntheBoers.

EventownswereformedwhichincludedPotchefstroomwhichwasthefirstmoderncityin

Transvaal,Ohrisgstad,LydenbergandSchoemansdal.

AllthesefourtownshadbeenestablishedbyPortigieterwhenhewastryingtomovetoMaputo

i.e.whereverherestedacapitalwasformed.

TheBoersalsoformedaparliamentarycouncilwithjudicialpowers.

InNovember1851,theBritishannexedtheareaandaBritishOfficercalledOwencametosort

outadministrativeproblemsinTransvaal.

In1852,theSandriverConventionwassignedwhichgavetheBoersindependence.

Howeverthefourtownssprangintoseparateindependenttownsthatspent10yearsquarreling

witheachother.

Later,agreementwasreacheduponandthefourtownsmergedasonestrongrepublicknown

asTransvaal.

PretoriusbecamethefirstpresidentandlaterBurgherswhowasreplacedbyWarlikePaul

Kruger.

PROBLEMSFACEDBYTHEBOERSINTHEIRNEWREPUBLICS.

1.Problemswerepolitical,socialandeconomic
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2.TheBritishfolloweduptheBoersalotwhichwastoodiscouraginganddisappointing.

3.Lackoffundstodevelopthenewlyacquiredrepublics.

4.BritishrivalryandcompetitiontotheBoers.

5.SeriousAfricanattackswhowereresistingtheBoerse.g.Ndebele,Basutoetc.whichmadelife

toouneasy.

6.CattleraidsfromtheAfricansthatincreasedinsecurityintheregione.g.fromMosheshe

7.Poortransportandcommunicationwithintheregionatthetime.

8.QuarrelsamongsttheBoersthemselvese.g.betweenCelliersandMaritz.

9.Britishinterferencee.g.in1851aBritishofficerOweninvolvedinpoliticsofTransvaal

10.Hadweakandinexperiencedadministratorse.g.Transvaalwasfoundedbymeremilitant

hardlinerswhowerenotgoodadministrators.

11.SufferedfrominsecurityespeciallyfromAfricanse.g.Mosheshekeptonattackingthem.

12.SometimeslosttheirindependencetotheBritishe.g.in1843natalwasannexedbyBritish

forces.

13.Landproblemsi.e.landconflictsfromAfricans.

14.LostlivesinAfricanraidsandBritishwarslikeintheBattleofBoomplaates

15.DisunitywithintheBoersintheirnewrepublicse.g.thefourtownsofTransvaalspentalmost

10yearsquarreling.

16.LackofadependablesourceoffirearmsastheyhadtobuygunsalwaysfromtheBritishwho

wereattimestheirrivals.

17.BoerswerenottrustedbytheAfricanstheyfoundlivingintherepublicse.g.DinganeofZulu

nevertrustedBoers.etc.

ROLEOFGREATTREKLEADERS

A)PIETRETIEF(1780-1838)

HewasbornasPieterMauritzRetiefon12,November1780toMr.JacobusRetief.

 Hegrewupstrugglinglikeanyotherfrontierboyontheeasternmarginsofthecape.
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 HegotresponsibilityofcommandingasectionofBoerswhotookituponthemselves

toprotectthemselvesfromthedangerousXhosaraidsduringKaffirwars.

 HewasattheforefrontofleadingthediscountedBoerstoconfronttheunpopular

BritishLeaders.

 ItwashimwhowrotetheunpopularBoermanifestothatlaidbaretheirproblems

withtheBritishcapegovernment.

 Hestartedhistrekin2wagonsandlaterjoinedapartyofmorethantwentywagons.

 HewaselectedasanewleaderoftheunitedLaagerswhenthemanyBoertrekkers

metatRiverVet.

 HetriedtounittheBoersandsolvestheirleadershipproblemsbeforetheyheaded

east.

 HeestablishedacampnearDrankensbergandlaterledagroupthatinvestigated

theareaofNatal.

 HethereforeledtheBoersTrekkersintoNatalwhichwasthelandoftheZulu.

 HerequestedlandfromchiefDinganetoavoiddirectconflictwithhim.

 HeledtheBoersintoreturningDingane’s7000cowsstolenbyTlokwachief

Sekonyera.

 HelatertheBoerstothebeerpartyorganizedbyDinganefromwherehewaskilled.

 TheremainsoftheBoersunderRetiefwerethendonatedtothewildanimals,he

was57yearsoldwhenhewaskilled.

 AftertheestablishmentofNatalasaBoerrepublic,thetownofPietMaritzbergwas

namedinhishonor.

B)ANDRIESPRETORIUS(1798-1853)

 HisfullnameswereAndriesWilhelmusJacobusPretoriusandwasbornon27th

Novemberin1789inthecapecolony.

 HewasactiveinplanningtheBoersGreatTrekandparticipatedinthetrekkingout

ofthecape.

 Heledthefearful,panickyandterrifiedBoersinNatalafterthemurderofPiet
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Retief.

 HewasappointedasacommandergeneralforthefirsttimeintheareaofNatal.

 Heorganizedaround500Boercommandoesintoaneffectivelaagersystemthat

provedeffectivetofacetheZuluatNcomebattle.

 HeledBoersintomakingavoworcovenantthatifGodgavethemvictoryoverthe

Zulu,theywouldpraiseHimforever.

 HedefeatedtheZuluatthebloodriverbattlein1838andforcedDinganetogive

landtotheBoers.

 HesuccessfullycommandedanddefendedthenewBoerrepublicofNatalfrom

1838upto1843.

 Heledaround400BoerstohelpMpandetodefeatDinganethusleadingtodownfall

ofDinganeandhisexileinSwaziland.

 HedefendedNatal’sindependencein1842bydrivingtheBritishcommanderbefore

smithcametoannexit.

 HesuccessfullynegotiatedwiththeBritishin1842toceasehostilitytowardsthe

Boers.

 HelaterledBoerswhohadstayedinNataltogotoBritishcapeandconvincethem

tostopallowingmoreAfricansintoNatal.

 Heparticipatedintheformationofallthe3Boerrepublicsi.e.Natal,OrangeFree

StateandalterTransvaal.

 HeconfrontedtheBritishin1848atthebattleofBoomplaateswhentheycameto

annexOrangeFreeState.

 AfterhisdefeatheledsomeBoersintoTransvaalandplayedakeyroleinthe

establishmentofarepublicinthatarea.

 HewasalsomadeacommandantGeneralbyBoersinTransvaalwholivedinthe

cityofPotchefstroom

 Hediedin1853andwasburiedatMagaliesberg.

 In1855thetownofPretoriawasnamedafterhimtohonorhisgreatmemory.
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SUMMARYOFREASONSOFBRITISHANNEXATIONOFBOERREPUBLICS.

(FREDBIPASSHOPE)

F-Fertilesoils

R-Rumorsofmineralsinthearea

E-Enmityandmistrustbetweenthetowforlong

D-DiscouragefurtherBoermigrationintotheinterior.

B-BoernationalismwasathreattotheBritish

I-ImperialismoftheBritish

P-Poverty/bankruptcyofBoers

A-Africanenslavementtostop

S-SubjectsofBritishi.e.theBoers.

S-StopBoersfromstealingAfricanLand

H-HabitofBritishtofollowBoers

O-Openuptradelinksininterior

P-ProtectBoersfromAfricanattacks

E-Endinsecuritiesintheinterior.


