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THEESTABLISHMENTOFBOER REPUBLICSINSOUTHAFRICA.

TheBoersestablishedindependent republicsintheinterior ofSouthAfricaduring
andafter thegreat trek.

TheserepublicsincludedNatal, OrangeFreeStateandlater Transvaal.

However, theseBoer republicswereannexedbytheBritishwhokept onfollowing
themevenuptotheinterior.

SUMMARY

YEAR OFREPUBLIC
ANNEXATION

ANNEXEDBY

Natal/ Natalia 1843 British

OrangeFreeState 1848 British

Transvaal 1851-1877 British

THEORIGIN/ FOUNDATIONOFTHEREPUBLICOFNATAL

1. TherepublicofNatal wasfoundedbyPiet Retief’sgroupafter 1838.

2. In1838, theTrekkersmet theZululeader (Dingane) andtriedtonegotiatefor land.

3. UpontheaboveTrekker’srequest, DinganetoldtheTrekkersunder Piet – Retieftofirst bring
back theZulucattlestolenbytheTlokwachiefSekonyela.

4. Piet-RetieftrickedSekonyelaandsecuredthecattlefromSekonyela, Dinganebecame
suspiciousbecauseofthequicknessofRetief.

5. But still Dinganedidnot trust thewhitemen, hewasworriedanduneasyoftheir arms, he
clearlyknewandlearnt ofhowwhiteshadover thrownAfricanchiefs.

6. So, Dinganeorganizedabeer partywerehecalledPiet Retiefandsomeofhissympathizersand
thereafter, theywereall murdered.

7. PretoriusthenewBoer leader managedtorevengeanddefeatedtheZuluat thebattleofBlood
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River.

8. TheBoersthereforetook full possessionofZululandandcapturedthousandsofZulucattle.

9. Dinganewaslater forcedtogiveawaythewholeofsouthernNatal totheBoers.

10. Pretoriuslater armedDingane’sbrother Mpandetoover throwhim.

11. MpandebecamethenewZululeader anddefeatedDinganewaskilledbytheSwazi

12. BySeptember 1839, thetrekkersformedacouncil (VolksRand) of24 membersbasedat
Pietermaritzburg.

13. Thevolksraadservedasacourt ofappeal andelectingapresident whenever theymet.

14. Pretoriushowever remainedthegeneral commander.

15. Pietermaritzburgremainedasthecapital oftheNatal republicformedbyBoers.

16. TheNatal republicwashowever tooshort livedmainlyduetotheBritishdeterminationto
annex it.

17. In1843, poor natal wasannexedbytheBritishandit wasincorporatedinthecapecolonyas
oneofitsprovinces.

18. Meanwhile, theBoerswhowereunhappyabout Britishrulefledtoother areas.

REASONSWHYTHEBOERSESTABLISHEDTHEREPUBLICOFNATAL

  TheBoer victoryof1838 at BloodRiver clearedtheBoer occupationofthearea.

  Thegoodreportsfromthespiesthat enoughlandexistedaroundtheNatal.

  Piet Retief’sleadershipwasveryessential becauseheledtheBoersintoNatal.

  Pretorius’scourageandrole, heledtheBoersintowar after thedeathofPiet Retief.

  Thegreat Mfecanehadlaidbaremanypiecesoflandintheareathusattractingthe
Boers.

  ThestrongdeterminationoftheBoerstobefreefromanymoreBritishinfluence.

  TheexistenceofcollaboratingZululikeMpandefurther liftedtheBoer spirit ofstaying
inthearea.

  Natal hadfertilesoilsthat couldfacilitateBoersfarming.
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  ThepasturesofNatal weregoodfor Boer animalsthussettlingthere.

  TheBoerswantedtohaveaccesstoaport andtherebycompetefavorably.

  TheclimateintheareasuitedtheBoer pastoral nature.

  Dingane’sunpopularitymeant that theBoer wouldnot bemet withunifiedZulu
resistance.

  Dingane’sunfaithfulnessprovidedtheBoerswiththemuchneededexcuses.

  ThecoastlineofNatal wouldprovidechancesfor profitabletradetotheBoersthanthe
landlockedinterior.

  TheneedtohavetrueindependencemadetheBoerstocreatetheNatal republic.

WHYTHEBRITISHANNEXEDNATAL IN1843.

 Theannexationseemedtobethebest wayofdealingwiththeunrest ontheEastern
frontier ofthecape.

 TheBritishnever wishedtheBoerstoliveasanindependent political organization.

 Tradershadstartedflocking(using) thepart ofDurban, thismadeport Natal tocompete
withCapeTowncommercially, thisledtoannexationofNatal.

 TheBritishpresenceat Durbanwasthreatenedpoliticallybynatal.

 TherewasaseriousneedbytheBritishtobringBoersofnatal back under Britishcontrol.

 Britain/ Britishasserted/claimedthat Natal wastoopoor tosustainitsowngovernment.

 Therewasafear that maybetheBoerswouldgangupwithpowerful Africanleaders
against theBritish.

 TheBritishclaimedtohavereceivedreportsthat BoerswereenslavingtheAfricansagain.

 Britishstronglywishedtousenatal asaCentrefor extendingtheir imperialismelsewhere.

 BritishstronglyreferredtotheBoersaspart oftheir subjectsandwithsuchabelief, it’sno
wonder Natal wasannexed.

 ThefertilesoilsalongNatal must haveenticed/interestedtheBritishtoannex Transvaal.
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 Rumorsthat Natal wasrichinmineralsquicklyattractedtheBritishtoannex it 1843.

 ThesearoutetoIndiawhichwastoocrucial andimportant for Britishcommercewasnot
safeaslongasBoersoccupiedit.

 TheBoer’sadministrationwasquicklyweakeninganddisintegratingwhichprovideda
fertilegroundfor theBritishtotakeover Natal.

 TheBritishcouldhardlyallowarival Europeanpower toestablishanindependent republic
near tothem.

 TheBoerslackedthefinancial muscletoadminister anindependent provincebythen(poor
treasury).

 Britishreasonedthat theBoersweretooweak militarilytoprotect themselvesagainst the
Africans.

 TheBritishwantedtobenefit fromthefertilesoilsofNatal.

 TheBritishwantedtoprevent extensionofracismintotheinterior.

 Theeffortsofthecolonial secretarybythenLordStanleywhonever trustedtheBoers
becauseoftheir corrupt andevil government.

 TheBoers’ displacementsofthePondounder chiefFakuofffromtheir landbetween
UmzimkuluandUmzimkuluannoyedtheBritish.

EFFECTSOFBRITISHANNEXATIONOFNATAL 1843.

  TheBoer republiccametoanendandtheBoerslost independence.

  Natal becamepart ofBritishcapecolony.

  ManyBoersleft Natal andsettledinother areas.

  TheBritishwereforcedtoextendtheir ruletoO.F.SandTransvaal.

  It ledtoclashesbetweenthemigratingBoersandAfricans.

  It ledtodepopulationofAfricansandBoersduringwarsbetweenthem.

  Africanslost landtotheBoersbecausetheBoersresortedtoattackingAfricansfor
moreland.
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  TheBoersalsolost their landtotheBritish.

  PropertywasdestroyedofbothAfricansandtheeBoersleadingtopoverty.

  WarsbetweentheBoersandtheBritishbecameinevitable.

  TheenmitybetweentheBoersandBritishwasintensified.

  AfricansweredisplacedasBoerswerelookingfor landafter losingNatal.

  Theannexationledtotheestablishment ofNatal sugar plantations.

  LedtosigningoftreatiesliketheSandRiver andBloemfonteinbetweentheBritish
andBoers.

  ThetreatiessignedgavetheBoer republicsofOrangeFreeStateandTransvaal their
independence.

  Boer racial segregationwasspreadintotheinterior.

THEFOUNDATIONOFTHEBOER REPUBLICOFORANGEFREESTATE

TherepublicwasfoundedbytheBoer trekkerswhowereunder Portigieter‘sgroup.

It wasestablishedbetweenRiversVaal andorange.

TheOrangeFreeStatewasat first knownasOrangeRiver colony.

OrangeRiver colonyhadonlybeenformedafter defeatingthepoor Ndebeleunder Mzilikazi and
thesepeopleweresent asfar asLimpopoRiver.

After Portigieter andMaritz hadexpelledMzilikazi, theyset upacapital calledWinbergin
honor oftheir victory.

By1843, Napier hadfullymet withMoshesheandthereafter, fixedtheSouthernboundaryof
OrangeRiver.

In1844, aconstitutionwasdraftedandparliamentaryinstitutionswereestablished.

Portigieter playedaverybigroleintheconstitutionmakingandremainedacommander of
OrangeFreeState.

However later, thecolonywasannexedbySir HarrySmiththeBritishgovernor inFebruary1848.

PretoriuswhohadledsomeBoersfromNatal toOrangeFreeStatetriedtoresist theBritishbut
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wasdefeatedintheBoomplaatesbattleofAugust 1848.

In1849, thewardenlinewasdrawnbytheBritishseparatingBoer landfromtheBasutoto
prevent Boer Basutoconflicts.

However, MoshesheoftheBasutocontinuedattackingtheBritishandtheBasutoinOrange
River colonyandonmanyoccasionsdefeatedthewhites.

Followingthedefeat ofthewhites, theBritishbelievedthat their continuedcontrol oftheBoers
wasbecomingtooexpensive.

TheBoersthenapproachedthenewBritishOfficer Sir GeorgeCathcart andrequestedfor
independencein1852.

By1852, theBritishhadfullygiventheBoersnorthoftheVaal River theright ofself-
government.

In1854, theBloemfonteinconventionwassignedandgavetheBoersfull independence.

TheOrangeRiver colonyafter nowbecameknownastheOrangeFreeState.

JosousHoffmanbecamethefirst president in1855, andwasafter replacedbyJacobBoshoff.

REASONSFOR BRITISHOCCUPATIONOFORANGEFREESTATEBY1848.

1. The1848 meetingbetweenthenewcapegovernor HarrySmithandtheBoersonone
handandbyMoshesheontheother.

2. TheBoer-BasutoconflictshadprovedhardtobestoppedthustheBritishput all hopeof
endingit intheannexation.

3. Theneedtoprotect theweakenedBoersasresult ofmanyBasutoattacks.

4. Boersalsohopethat Britishannexationapart frompreservingtheir stolenlandfrom
Africanswouldgrant themmoreland.

5. ThefailureofNapier tocreatelastingpeaceintheareaconvincedtheBritishcolonial
officetoopt for annexation.

6. TheBritishneedtoprotect theAfricansliketheir alliestheMoroka.

7. TheBasutokinghadalsoonmanyoccasionsrequestedfor Britishprotectionfromthe
Boers.
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8. TheBritishpolicyoffollowingtheBoer TrekkersandneedtostopthemfromTrekking.

9. TheBritishstill regardedtheBoersastheir subjects, sincetheir power extendedtothe
Limpopovalley.

10. TheincreasedBoer nationalismthreatenedtheBritish.

11. ThecontinuedAnglo-Boer hatredandRivalrymadetheBritishsouncomfortablewith
havingindependent Boers.

12. TheoccupationofNatal madetheBritishtouseit asabasetoextendtheir ruleinthe
interior.

13. TheBasuto-BoerswarswerealsoendangeringtheCapesecurity.

14. Theneedtoprotect their whitebrothersmadetheBritishtoannex OFS.

15. SomeBritishmissionarieswantedtostoptheincreasedBoer mistreatment ofAfricans

16. Therumor ofmineralsaroundtheOrangeFreesStatemadetheBritishtooccupythe
area.

17. Mosheshe’sfailuretoagreewithAdamKook oneoftheGriqualeadersontheir
boundarieswiththeBoersledtotheannexation.

THEFORMATIONOFTHEBOER REPUBLICOFTRANSVAAL.

TherepublicwasformedbytheBoer Trekkerswhohadbeenunder variousleaders.

AstheBritishendedtheir interferenceintheBoer colonyofOrangeFreeState, theBoers
establishedtheSouthAfricanrepublicofTransvaal.

At first, therepublicwaserectednear thebanksofLimpopoRiver but later establishedbeyond
Vaal River thusnamedTransvaal.

MarthinusWesselsPretorius, thesonsofAndriesPretoriusbecameitsfirst president in1858.

ThefoundersofTransvaal weremilitant hard-linetrekkers.

TheBoersinthisarearegardedthemselvesaspolitical refugees.

CelliersstolelandfromChiefMakwenaandthislandwasbetweenVaal andVet Rivers.
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MorelandwasstolenfromNdebeleafter seriousfightinganddisplacingthemfurther in
Zimbabwe.

TheBoersalsofought for leadershipamongPretorius, CelliersandMaritz.

Four commanderswereelectedtoact assupremeleadersandincludedPretoriusandWilliam
Jourbert.

Later CelliersandMaritz drewupaconstitutiontogoverntheBoers.

EventownswereformedwhichincludedPotchefstroomwhichwasthefirst moderncityin
Transvaal, Ohrisgstad, LydenbergandSchoemansdal.

All thesefour townshadbeenestablishedbyPortigieter whenhewastryingtomovetoMaputo
i.e. wherever herestedacapital wasformed.

TheBoersalsoformedaparliamentarycouncil withjudicial powers.

InNovember 1851, theBritishannexedtheareaandaBritishOfficer calledOwencametosort
out administrativeproblemsinTransvaal.

In1852, theSandriver ConventionwassignedwhichgavetheBoersindependence.

However thefour townssprangintoseparateindependent townsthat spent 10 yearsquarreling
witheachother.

Later, agreement wasreacheduponandthefour townsmergedasonestrongrepublicknown
asTransvaal.

Pretoriusbecamethefirst president andlater BurgherswhowasreplacedbyWar likePaul
Kruger.

PROBLEMSFACEDBYTHEBOERSINTHEIR NEWREPUBLICS.

1. Problemswerepolitical, social andeconomic
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2. TheBritishfolloweduptheBoersalot whichwastoodiscouraginganddisappointing.

3. Lack offundstodevelopthenewlyacquiredrepublics.

4. BritishrivalryandcompetitiontotheBoers.

5. SeriousAfricanattackswhowereresistingtheBoerse.g. Ndebele, Basutoetc. whichmadelife
toouneasy.

6. CattleraidsfromtheAfricansthat increasedinsecurityintheregione.g. fromMosheshe

7. Poor transport andcommunicationwithintheregionat thetime.

8. Quarrelsamongst theBoersthemselvese.g. betweenCelliersandMaritz.

9. Britishinterferencee.g. in1851aBritishofficer OweninvolvedinpoliticsofTransvaal

10. Hadweak andinexperiencedadministratorse.g. Transvaal wasfoundedbymeremilitant
hardlinerswhowerenot goodadministrators.

11. SufferedfrominsecurityespeciallyfromAfricanse.g. Mosheshekept onattackingthem.

12. Sometimeslost their independencetotheBritishe.g. in1843natal wasannexedbyBritish
forces.

13. Landproblemsi.e. landconflictsfromAfricans.

14. Lost livesinAfricanraidsandBritishwarslikeintheBattleofBoomplaates

15. DisunitywithintheBoersintheir newrepublicse.g. thefour townsofTransvaal spent almost
10 yearsquarreling.

16. Lack ofadependablesourceoffirearmsastheyhadtobuygunsalwaysfromtheBritishwho
wereat timestheir rivals.

17. Boerswerenot trustedbytheAfricanstheyfoundlivingintherepublicse.g. DinganeofZulu
never trustedBoers. etc.

ROLEOFGREATTREKLEADERS

A) PIETRETIEF( 1780-1838)

  HewasbornasPieter Mauritz Retiefon12, November 1780 toMr. JacobusRetief.

  Hegrewupstrugglinglikeanyother frontier boyontheeasternmarginsofthecape.
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  Hegot responsibilityofcommandingasectionofBoerswhotook it uponthemselves
toprotect themselvesfromthedangerousXhosaraidsduringKaffir wars.

  Hewasat theforefront ofleadingthediscountedBoerstoconfront theunpopular
BritishLeaders.

  It washimwhowrotetheunpopular Boer manifestothat laidbaretheir problems
withtheBritishcapegovernment.

  Hestartedhistrek in2 wagonsandlater joinedapartyofmorethantwentywagons.

  Hewaselectedasanewleader oftheunitedLaagerswhenthemanyBoer trekkers
met at River Vet.

  Hetriedtounit theBoersandsolvestheir leadershipproblemsbeforetheyheaded
east.

  Heestablishedacampnear Drankensbergandlater ledagroupthat investigated
theareaofNatal.

  HethereforeledtheBoersTrekkersintoNatal whichwasthelandoftheZulu.

  HerequestedlandfromchiefDinganetoavoiddirect conflict withhim.

  HeledtheBoersintoreturningDingane’s7000 cowsstolenbyTlokwachief
Sekonyera.

  Helater theBoerstothebeer partyorganizedbyDinganefromwherehewaskilled.

  TheremainsoftheBoersunder Retiefwerethendonatedtothewildanimals, he
was57yearsoldwhenhewaskilled.

  After theestablishment ofNatal asaBoer republic, thetownofPiet Maritzbergwas
namedinhishonor.

B) ANDRIESPRETORIUS( 1798-1853)

 Hisfull nameswereAndriesWilhelmusJacobusPretoriusandwasbornon27th

November in1789inthecapecolony.

 HewasactiveinplanningtheBoersGreat Trek andparticipatedinthetrekkingout
ofthecape.

 Heledthefearful, panickyandterrifiedBoersinNatal after themurder ofPiet
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Retief.

 Hewasappointedasacommander general for thefirst timeintheareaofNatal.

 Heorganizedaround500 Boer commandoesintoaneffectivelaager systemthat
provedeffectivetofacetheZuluat Ncomebattle.

 HeledBoersintomakingavowor covenant that ifGodgavethemvictoryover the
Zulu, theywouldpraiseHimfor ever.

 HedefeatedtheZuluat thebloodriver battlein1838 andforcedDinganetogive
landtotheBoers.

 HesuccessfullycommandedanddefendedthenewBoer republicofNatal from
1838 upto1843.

 Heledaround400 BoerstohelpMpandetodefeat Dinganethusleadingtodownfall
ofDinganeandhisexileinSwaziland.

 HedefendedNatal’sindependencein1842 bydrivingtheBritishcommander before
smithcametoannex it.

 HesuccessfullynegotiatedwiththeBritishin1842 toceasehostilitytowardsthe
Boers.

 Helater ledBoerswhohadstayedinNatal togotoBritishcapeandconvincethem
tostopallowingmoreAfricansintoNatal.

 Heparticipatedintheformationofall the3Boer republicsi.e. Natal, OrangeFree
Stateandalter Transvaal.

 HeconfrontedtheBritishin1848 at thebattleofBoomplaateswhentheycameto
annex OrangeFreeState.

 After hisdefeat heledsomeBoersintoTransvaal andplayedakeyroleinthe
establishment ofarepublicinthat area.

 Hewasalsomadeacommandant General byBoersinTransvaal wholivedinthe
cityofPotchefstroom

 Hediedin1853andwasburiedat Magaliesberg.

 In1855thetownofPretoriawasnamedafter himtohonor hisgreat memory.
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SUMMARYOFREASONSOFBRITISHANNEXATIONOFBOER REPUBLICS

(FREDBI PASSHOPE)

F-Fertilesoils

R-Rumorsofmineralsinthearea

E-Enmityandmistrust betweenthetowfor long

D-Discouragefurther Boer migrationintotheinterior.

B-Boer nationalismwasathreat totheBritish

I-ImperialismoftheBritish

P-Poverty/bankruptcyofBoers

A-Africanenslavement tostop

S-SubjectsofBritishi.e. theBoers.

S-StopBoersfromstealingAfricanLand

H-Habit ofBritishtofollowBoers

O-Openuptradelinksininterior

P-Protect BoersfromAfricanattacks

E-Endinsecuritiesintheinterior.
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