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MFECANEPERIODANDNATIONBUILDINGINSOUTHAFRICA

(1820-1834)

Mfecanesimplymeantaperiodofmassivesuffering,misery,chaos,anarchy,devastation,crushing

amongtheEasternBantutribesofSouthAfrica.

ThewordMfecanehasbeendescribedvariouslybydifferentcommunities.

TotheNguni/Zuluspeakers,itwasatimeoftroubleandsuffering.

WhiletheSotho-speakerscalledit“Detiqane”tomeanaperiodofcrushing,scatteringandforced

migrationtocommunitiesacrosstheirlands(HighVeld)

Othertribescalledit“Lificane”stillmeaningaperiodoftrouble.

ThisperiodinvolvedEasternBantutribesliketheZulu,Ndwandwe,Mthethwa,Ngwane(Swazi),Quabe

amongothers.

Ithasalsobeendefinedasaperiodofrapidandviolentchange,crisesanddevastationsamongthe

easternBantutribesofSouthAfricabetween1820sto1834.

ThecrisisstartedinZululandandspreadtootherBantutribesincentralAfricabeforespreadingto

otherpartsofEastAfrica.

ThekeyleaderswhoareblamedforcausingthisperiodwereDingiswayo,Zwide,andSobhuzaandlater

worsenbyShaka.

CAUSESOFMFECANEPERIOD

ThecausesofMfecaneweremany,somewerelongtermandotherswereimmediateandtheyincluded:-

1. ItwascausedbyShaka’saggressivepolicy,throughmilitaryengagement

2.Exhaustionoflandthatneededmorefreshlandhencecommunitiescrushedwithoneanotherforland

whichledtotheMfecane.

3. ThehighPopulationincreaseinZululandthatresultedintocompetitionforland,increasedrivalryand

hostility.

4.ExpansionofBoersfromthecapecolonyintheinteriorasearlyas1830scausedshortageoflandinthe

interior.

5. Theriseofambitiouswar-likemilitaryleaderslikeDingiswayo,Shakaandotherswhowereaggressive,

e.g.DingiswayoVsSobhuza,DingiswayoVsZwideetc
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6. NeedtocontroltradealongDelagoaBayareaamongtheBantucausedcompetitionthatledtoMfecane.

7. Increasedslaveryactivitieswithintheregionmademanypeopletoresentitleadingtomanydisplaced

people.

8. DeathofShaka’smothermadeworsethesituationi.e.Shakalosthispatience,carriedoutmurders,

declaredaperiodofforcedmourningtopeopleetc.

9. Shaka’spersonalbackgroundi.e.asanunwantedboy,thismadhimtoprovehismanhoodbyfighting

warswithothers.

10.TheneedandcompetitionforfertileareaswithfavorableconditionsbyBantucommunitiesinthisarea

increasedwarfare.

11.TheincreaseinanimalpopulationinNatalcausedtheraceforgrazingland.

12.Thecompetitionandgreedforcattleandotherformsofwealthhenceconstantraids.

13.ThecompetitionandstruggleforpowerandsuccessionalsocausedtheMfecane.

14.TheneedtocreatelargepoliticalunitsbymilitantleaderslikeDingiswayo,ZwideandlaterShaka.

15.Theneedtopreserveindependencebytheweakercommunities.

16.PressurecausedbytheexpansionoftheBoersthatcheckedNguni’sexpansion,thisforcedNgunitribes

toturnontotheirfellowAfricans.

17.ThemeetingofDingiswayowithaEuropeanmanRobertCowenwhotaughtDingiswayomilitaryskills

likehowtouseagun.

18.CattleraidingamongtheBantusocietieswhichledtoseriousstrugglesthusleadingtoMfecane.

19.Presenceofhardconditionslikedroughtthatcausedfamineandstarvationhenceincreasingthe

struggleforfoodandraids.

20.ThepresenceofdesperategroupsofrefugeeswhocouldevenresorttocannibalismliketheFingosand

Matantee.

21.ThekillingofDingiswayoandlaterZwideincreasedthefightingamongtheBantu

22.TheintroductionofgunsamongtheindigenousBantutribesalsoincreasedwarfare.

23.TherisetopowerofShakaandhisreformsinthekingdomintensifiedtheMfecane.

24.Shaka’searlyexperiencewithDingiswayomadehimtolearnpoliticalandmilitaryskillswhichhelater

transformedintoMfecane.

25.ShakeintroducedtheideaoftotalwarfareincreasingfightinginZululands.
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26.TheintroductionofnewfightingweaponsliketheShortstubbingspears(Assegai)increaseddeathrate.

27.Shaka’sexpansionistpolicyforcedhimtoattackhisneighborsliketheNdwedweleadingtoMfecane.

28.Shaka’sharshmilitarytrainingpracticesliketraininghissoldiersbarefooted,forcedrecruitmentand

refusingthemtomarryupto40years.

29.TheintroductionofnewfightingmethodsbyShakalikecowhornformationandsurpriseattacksalso

increasedwarfare.

30.ThemilitarynatureoftheZulukingdomthatwasfullofwarriorswhoonlyknewfightingworsenedthe

Mfecane.

EFFECTSOFTHEMFECANEPERIOD

 IncreasedinsecurityandfearamongthepeopleofSouthernAfrica.

 Destructionofplantationsandotherpropertywhichledtostarvation.

 FamineresultedasagriculturewascametoasstandstillduringtheMfecane.

 HumanmiseryandsufferingresultedamongtheindigenoustribesofSouthAfrica.

 Depopulationcameinasmanypeoplewerekilledanddisplaced.

 TheperiodresultedintoEmpirebuildinge.g.ZuluKingdom,Ndebeleandothers.

 LedtodevelopmentofdefensiveKingdomse.g.Basotho,PediandSwazithatwereconstructedon

topofmountains.

 Displacementofpeopleaspeoplewererunningfromtheirareasforsurvivale.g.theNgonitoeast

Africa

 ItfacilitatedtheGreatTrekastheBantuleftseverallandpiecesintheinteriorvacant.

 ItspreadZulu’smilitarismintootherareas,thiscausedmoreinsecurityi.e.societiescopiedZulu

militarytactics.

 Itledtomigrationse.g.NgonihadtomigrateintoE.Africa.

 Therewasashiftofpowerfrommerechiefstotruedictatorse.g.Shakatookoverpowerfrom

Dingiswayo.

 ItfacilitatedEuropeanpenetrationintotheinteriorofS.AfricaasAfricanswereweakenedbythe

period.
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 Ledtodeclineintradebecausepeoplecouldnottradeduringwars.

 Social,economicandpoliticalorganizationsofsocietiesweredestroyed.

 SomepowerfulgroupslikeHlubiandNgwanedisintegratedduetoMfecanethatexhaustedthem.

 SomegroupssplitduetotheMfecaneoverlanddisputese.g.MakochanewhosplitfromtheKwena.

 SomegroupsemergedoutofMfecanemuchstrongere.g.theTlokwa;Ndebele,Zulu.

 Itaidedslavetradeandraiding.

 Itcreatedwarrefugeesandbeggarsasthe“Fingo”whoacquiredtheirnameduetobeggingalot.

Theycamefrom“Mfengu”i.e.beggingforfood.

 WholedistrictsbecamepracticallyemptyforexamplethepresentNatalareawhereseveralAfricans

lefttheregion.

 ManypeopleresortedtoinhumanpracticeslikeCannibalisminordertosurvive.

 ThewarsexhaustedtheAfricanswhofoughtoververylongperiodsoftime.

 Manysocietiesrespondedtothisbadsituationbyre-organizingthemselvese.g.theBasothoandthe

Swazi.

 Resultedintoanewtypeofleadershipofbrave,intelligent,adventurousandverysteadyleadership.

 TheperiodledtoriseofnewleaderslikeMosheshe,Shaka,Sobhuzaamongothers

 Therewaslossofpropertylikehouses,gardensduetolongperiodofunrest.

 Fightingwasimprovedasnewmethodsoffightingwereintroducedandspreadtowiderareas

 DuetoMfecane,manysocietieswerepreparedtoresisttheEuropeanruleliketheXhosa,Zuluand

Ndebele.

 TradeatDelagoaBaycametoastandstillcausingpovertyintheregion.

 TherewaspopulationdistributionoftheBantuinSouthAfricae.g.toSwaziland,Basutoareas

wherepeopleranforsafety.

 TherewasincreaseinslaveraidinginZuluthatledtomoresuffering.

Referencequestion

WhatwerethecausesoftheperiodofsufferinginSouthAfricabetween1820sto1834?

HowdidthisperiodaffecttheindigenousBantutribesofSouthAfrica?
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THENATIONBULDINGINSOUTHAFRICA

DINGISWAYOANDTHEMTHETHWASTATE/ABATETWA.

TheMthethwalivedalongRiverTugerainNatalandledallthenationbuildersinthe19thcenturyin

SouthAfrica.

Dingiswayo,thewonderer,wasasonofJobethechiefofMthethwa.

HewasoneofthegreatestrulersintheregionbeforethenewageofShaka.

Hegrewupathisfather’spalaceasaMtetwa.

HewasmorepowerfulthaneitherSobhuzaoftheNgwaneorZwideoftheNdwandwe.

Dingiswayoplanedtoassassinate(kill)hisfatherand,whentheplotfailed,hefledfromhometothe

landofHlubiwherehespentmostofhisyouthfullife.

Whileinexile,hegainedalotofmilitaryexperiencefromaEuropeancalledRobertCowen.

HewastrainedhowtouseagunandtorideahorsebyhisfriendCowen.

Howeverhisfriendwithwhomtheywerewandering,cowenwaskilledbytheQuabechiefPakatwayo,

andhishorse,UmbrellaandguntakenbyDingiswayowhichheusedtoacquirepoweroncebackamong

hisMthethwapeople.

Inabout1797,hereturnedafterhisfather’sdeath,andheoustedhisbrotherMawaweanddeclared

himselfthekingofMthethwa.

MawawefledbuthewastrickedtoreturnandlaterputtodeathbyDingiswayo.

AsakingofMthethwa,heconcentratedonprotectinghispeopleagainstZwideoftheNdwandwe.

Dingiswayo’speriodisimportantbecauseitwasunderhimthatShakagothismilitarytrainingand

experience.

ACHIEVEMENTS/ROLEOFDINGISWAYOFORTHEMTHETHWANATION.

 Underhisrule,thetraditionalceremoniesofinitiationwereabolishedandinsteadyoungmenof

initiationagewererecruitedintoarmy.

 Hemadearmy/militaryregimentsandbecausetheywerebasedonage,theywereknownasage

regiments.

 Theage-regimentencouragedtribalunitysinceageregimentsfoughttogetherandsharedcommon

experiences.
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 Indeedtheageregimentalsogreatlyledtomilitaryefficiencywhereasitalsostrengthenedtribal

loyalty(obedience)totheruler.

 Age-regimentswereheadedbymenwhowereallappointedbyDingiswayo.

 Dingiswayodefeatedhisneighborsandmadethemaccepthisrulee.g.theNdwandwe.

 However,Dingiswayowaslenienttohisenemiestotheextentofgivingthembacktheircaptured

cows.

 Hehadnostandingarmybutatemporaryonewhomhecouldcallwheneverneedarose.

 Dingiswayosoldiersusedthelargeshieldsforprotectionwhichweresomehowheavyforthe

warriors.

 Heintroduced thelong-handledspears,howeverthesespearshadadisadvantagebecausethey

wereusuallythrownhenceleavingthefighterdefenseless.

 Dingiswayomadefriendship(alliances)withtheconqueredtribesandeventually,theycouldbe

absorbedintohisarmy.

 HedidagreatworkofextendingtheboundariesofMthethwaupto200miles.

 HedevelopedclanunityinMthethwabymarryingfromdifferentclanshenceunityeveninhis

MthethwaKingdom.

 ThedefeatedstatesusedweremadetopaytributetoDingiswayoe.g.theZuluunderSezangakona.

 HeassociatedwiththewhiteswhowerelivingaroundDelagoa,engagedintradewiththemetc.

 HepromotedaYoungmanShakatothepositionofcommanderofhisregimentonmerit(hencehe

promotedpeopleintoarmystrictly ontheirmerit).

 HedevelopedShaka’smilitaryabilitywhichlatteraidedhimtremendouslytodevelophisZulustate.

 Heincreasedregimentalloyaltytowardshimbydonatingtothemtheoxencapturedduringraids,

andreturnedtheresttotheabsorbedtribes.

 HelaidfoundationoftheZulustatesbyaidingShaka.

 Hemainlyreliedontheadviceofbothtraditionalleadersandthemilitaryidunas.

 HetransformedtheMthethwastateintoalargeconfederacy,extendingfromRiverMfoloziinthe

northtoRiverTugeraintheSouth.

 Unfortunatelyinaround1818,hewasambushedbyZwide’ssoldierswhotookhimtoZwideand

personallykilledhimandtookhisskulltodecoratetheHutofhismother.
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CHALLENGES/PROBLEMSFACEDBYDINGISWAYO

MostproblemsfacedbyDingiswayocamefromhimaspresentedbelow.

 Hisrebelliouscharactermadehimhatedbytheroyalfamilyandthusdetestedhim.

 HewasopposedbyhisfamilyespeciallyafterkillinghisbrotherMawawethetrueheir.

 HewasalmostkilledwhenheattemptedtokillhisfatherchiefJobe.

 HealsosurviveddeathwhentheQuabenearlykilledhimtogetherwithRobertCowen.

 Hislifewasdominatedbywarsagainsthisfather,contemporariesandevenhispeople.

 Helackedastandingarmyandtooklongtoadoptpermanentregiments.

 HisrefusaltohelpSobhuzalefthimtofaceZwidealoneleadingtohisdeath.

 HehelpedawrongpersonShakatocometopowerbecauseShakaneverhelpedhimwhen

ZwideattackedDingiswayo.

 Hedidn’tinstillstrictDisciplineintohissoldierse.g.Shakarefusedtocometohisaidwhen

heneededitmost.

 Hismethodofallowingconqueredpeoplekeeptheirchiefsweakenedloyaltytothecenter.

 TheHeterogeneousnatureofhiskingdommadeithardtoenforceunity.

 HisspearswithlonghandleswerealiabilitysincetheywereadoptedbyMthethwaenemies

whousedthemagainstDingiswayo.

 Hisspearswerelongandheavyandrequiredsoldierstomovewithmanywhichaffected

theirfightinglevel.

 ThesharppopulationincreaseamongtheNguniwholeavedinatinycorridorbetween

DrankensbergandtheIndianOceanincreasinglandtension.

 Zwide’sconstantattacksledtolossofcowsandlivesamonghispeopleanddisrupted

agriculture.

 Hewasalwaysmovingfromoneplacetoanotherhencethename“wonderer”.

 Hefacedconflictsbetweenyouthfulwarriorsandelderlyonesoverfightingtechniques.

SHAKAANDTHECREATIONOFTHEZULUSTATE.

WhowasShaka?

1. Shakawasbornasabasardaround1783
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2.HewasasontoSezangakona,achiefofasmallchiefdomcalledZuluchiefdom.

3. HismotherwasNandiwhocamefromtheLangenipeople.

4.ThenameShakacomesfromthewordI-tshakameaning“looseintestines”,adiseasethatcould

causeswellingofthestomach.

5. Nandi,whowasShaka’smother,hadthisdiseasebeforeproducinghim.

6. Shakagrewwithhismother’scareandmaternalunclesbecausehewasrejectedbyhisfather.

7. Shaka’schildhoodawayfromhisfather’shomewasfullofdifficultyandmisery.

8. Hewasharassedandunderlookedbyhispeers.

9. Helatergrewupwithafiercedetermination,courage,intelligence,togetherwithastrongambition.

10.Shakawasalsoenergetic,adventurousandmerciless,indeedhewasamanwhowasabletoShape

societyandmakeanameforhimself.

11.Hestartedhiscareerasacourageous,intelligentsoldierofDingiswayo.

12.Later,Dingiswayopromotedhimasacommanderofawholeregiment.

13.Inaround1816,Shaka’sfatherdiedandShakawentandkilledhisbrotherSegujanewhowasthe

successorandbecamethechiefofZulu.

14.AfterthedeathofDingiswayo,ShakaannexedtheMthethwatoZuluandbecamekingofanewZulu

Empire.

REFORMSMADEBYSHAKAFORTHEZULUSTATE

Question:

HowwasShakaabletobuildandruleapowerfulZulustate?

1. Hecreatedastandingorpermanentforceofwarriorscalledregiments.

2.Shakaintroducedtheshortstabbingspeari.e.“assegai”ithadashorthandleanditcouldnotbe

thrownawaylikethelongspear.

3. ShakaabolishedtheputtingonofSandalsbyhiswarriortoincreasetheirmobilityinwar.

4. Traditionalleaderswereabolishedandmilitaryleadersappointedonmeritinstead.

5. Hissoldiersreceivedconstanthighlydisciplinedtraining.

6. Theconqueredyouthswereabsorbedintohisarmy.
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7. Hemadehissoldiersnottomarryuntiltheageof40years.

8. Heintroducedtheideaoftotalwari.e.scorchedearthpolicythroughburningeverythingdown

thatbelongedtotehenemy.

9. Hegavehissoldiersverybigbutlightshieldsforprotectioncalledcowhideshields.

10.Here-organizedtheoldage-regimentsandmadethemmoreefficientforlargescalewars.

11.Regimentswerefedbyhimi.e.hegavethemcowswhichwerekilledafterhispermission.

12.Heintroducedtheideaofkillingtheconqueredoldpeople,tohimtheywereuselessand

dangerous.

13.Heintroducedthebull’shornformationofattack.

14.Healsocreatedwomenregimentstoprovidelabourinthegarden.

15.Hisfemalerelativesweremarriedbybigofficersjusttospyonthem.

16.Hemadesurethathecontrolledalleconomicactivitiesinthestate.

17.Hemadehimselfthehighpriestinthekingdomwholeadmostofthemajorceremonies.

18.Heabolisheduselessceremoniese.g.circumcision.

19.NoIndunawastoholdanymeetingwithouthispermission.

20.Heintroducedscoutboyswhohadtocarryshieldsandspearsforthefightingwarriors.

21.EachregimentwasgivenitsowncolourofShieldsandhead-gear.

22.Thewarriorslivedinspecialmilitarysettlementsortowns.

23.TheIndunahadanumberofjuniorofficersunderhim,whowereinchargeofsmallerunits.

24.Thearmycommanderswereusuallyappointedfromthecommonerfamiliesorclans,indeed

thesewereasdependabletoShakaastheyowedtheirpositiontoShakaalone.

25.Eachmilitarytowncontainedaroyalhousehold,cattleenclosures,dwellinghutsforwarriorsetc.

26.Thewarriorswerefed,clothedattheking’sexpenseratherthanpublicexpense.

27.Whileintheirenclosures,soldierssangthepraisesofShakatheirlordandmaster.

28.WarfareunderShaka’stimebecamearealcareeri.e.soldiersbecamefulltimewarriorswho

earnedtheirlivingsolelybyfighting.

29.ThearmywasthesourceofallpowerandarmycommandersbecametheKing’sadvisers.
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30.Shakastoppedcircumcisionofmentomakethemreadyforwaranytime

31.Successiontothethronewasmadehereditaryhencelesssuccessiondisputes.

32.Shakawasthecommanderinchiefofthearmedforces.

33.ConqueredpeoplewereabsorbedintotheZulunationandadoptedtheZuluculturesand

traditions.

34.Retiredsoldersformedareservedarmy,thiswasbasedatdifferentplaceslikeMbelembele

Dinkuza,BulabwayoandNabandaetc.

35.HebefriendedtheBritishwhosuppliedhimwithguns.

36.Heencouragedtheuseofsurpriseattackstotheenemies.

37.Heencouragedanexpansionpolicye.g.defeatedtheNgwane,ZwideandTlokwa.

38.ShakawaskilledbyhisbrotherDingane&MhalanganewiththehelpofShaka’schiefInduna

Mbahopaon22ndSept.1828.

N.B.TheabovepointscanassiststudentstoexplainthemethodsusedbyShakatocreatethe

ZuluState,thepointsalsocanexplainShaka’smilitaryinnovations.

IMPACT/EFFECTSOFSHAKA’SMILITALYREFORMSANDWARSOFEXPANSIONONNEIGBOURSANDZULU

PEOPLE.

 TherewasexpansionoftheZulustate,thiswassobecauseShakafoughtanddefeatedallhisweak

neighbors.

 Shakaterrorizedhisstateandneighborsduetohisstrongmilitarism,thisledtoconstantfear.

 ThereformscausedtheMfecanei.e.periodofwarsi.e.1820–1834aseachstatewasfightingforits

ownsurvival.

 TheZuluStatedefeatedandincorporateditsweakneighbors.IncludingtheMthethwa.

 Shakakilledsomechiefse.g.MondisathechiefofMthethwa

 Resultedintogreatlossoflivesduetotheconstantfightingthatwereorganized.

 SpreadingofmilitaryinnovationstotheneighborsandwithinZululandwhichincreasedwarfare.

 InsecurityincreasedduetoShaka’smilitaryreformsthathadbeencopiedbymanycommunitiesthatin

theendledtoMfecane.

 Destructionofpropertylikeplantations.

 Widespreadfamineduetothewar.



©MBAZIIRAJOEL historynotesaccess@gmail.com

©MBAZIIRAJOEL historynotesaccess@gmail.com

 Depopulationresultedintoseveralneighboringstates.

 Defeatedhisneighborsandconqueredtheme.g.theTlokwaandMthethwa.

 Lossoflandbyneighborsespeciallythosewhowereweak.

 LossofcattlethatwasraidedbyShaka’smenwhichledtopoverty.

 StatesneighboringShaka’sZululosttheirindependencetothestrongerandmightyZuluwarriors.

 Culturalcustomswerestoppede.g.circumcisionofwarriorswasstoppedbyShaka.

 Shakaincreasedondisciplineofhissubjects.

 NewfightingstylesspreadtootherareaslikeNdebele.e.g.thescorchedearthpolicyoffighting.

 Seriousdisplacementofpeoplewasrealized.

 Detribalizationwasdonetoalltheneighboringcommunities.

 ConqueredtribeswhohadtotakeonZulucustoms.

 Misery,starvationandgeneralsufferingwereextendedtothepeopleofZuluandtheirneighborsdueto

intensivefighting.

 AfterShaka,newKingdomswereformede.g.Basotho,Ndebele.Swaziamongothers.

 Africansocietiese.g.theXhosaandtheZuluwerepreparedtoresistfutureEuropeanrule.

 FamilylifewasbrokenduetothetotalwarfareofShaka.

 Massmigrationsoccurrede.g.theNgoniunderZwangendabaandNdebeleunderMzilikazileftSouth

Africa.

 Therewaslossoflandbyweakersocieties.

 Therewascreationofrefugeesandwandererse.g.theFingosandHlubi.

 Newleadershipemergedwhichdependedonmilitarymight.

 SlaveraidingincreasedandmanyAfricansweresoldintoslavery.

 Peoplewereforcedtoliveinspecialareaslikemountaintopsforsurvival.

THEWAYOFLIFEOFTHEZULUBEFORE1860

1. TheZuluKingdomemergedasthebiggestKingdominthe19thcentury.

2.TheZuluwasoneofthosemanyotherstatesthatwerepartofMthethwacommunity.
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3. TheKingdomofZuluwaspurelyamilitarystate.

4.Thestatewasindeedborninwarandthroughwar,itwasmaintained.

5. HundredsofZuluchiefdomswereunitedbytheirKing.

6. Apartfromtheircommonlanguage,theZuluwereheldtogetherpoliticallybytheirmilitarybackground

andwarriors.

7. Thetoparmycommanders/officialswereKing’smajoradviserswhowereobedienttohimatalltimes.

8. TheZuluKingdomwashighlycentralizedwiththeKingastheheadbuthoweverhavingIdunasand

traditionalchiefsunderhim.

9. Thekinghadanadvisorycouncilwhichhadsomepowertospeaktothekingonmattersofnational

importance.

10.Butstillthekinghadthefinalpowersonimportantmattersofthestate.

11.TheZuluStatehadastrongstandingarmywhichwasundertheKingasthetopcommanderinchief.

12.ThearmywaskeptinmilitarysettlementssuchasDinkuza,Mbelembeleetc.

13.Themilitarysettlementsformedthecentralmilitarymachineryofthestateandeachwasputundera

chiefknownas“anInduna”.

14. Eachmilitarysettlementhadasectionofroyalwomenunderaseniorwoman,theseactedasspies

withinthemilitarysettlement.

15.TheIdunaswerenotallowedtoholdunauthorizedmeetings,thisensuredthattherewasnocoupd’états

etc.

16.Successiontothethronewashereditaryandpatrinealinwhichtheking’ssoninheritedthethrone.

17.ThechiefsandtheIndunasregularlyvisitedtheKingasasignofallegiancetohim.

18.Thekingtookpartinreligiousobligationsandperformedritualactsonbehalfofhispeople.

19.Traditionally,thekingownedeachandeverythinginsociety.

20.Ceremonieslikemarriage,firstfruitceremonywerepresidedoverbytheKing.

21.WarriorshoweverduringShaka’stimemarriedafter40years.

22.Femalecorrespondingagegroupswouldbedissolvedatthesametimelikemalesandthereaftergiven

tothefreedwarriorsaswives.

23.CapturedpeoplewereabsorbedintotheZulucultures.
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24.DuringShaka’stime,circumcisionwasabolishedtoenablewarriorbeextrareadyforanywar.

25.Initiationceremoniesweretooimportantandhereboyscouldbetransformedfromchildhoodto

manhood.

26.Economically,agriculturewasimportantwhereseveralcropswerecultivated.

27.Raidingofsmallerneighborswasalsotooimportant.

28.SomeconqueredstatespaidtributetotheZuluState.

29.Theeconomytoolikeothersectorswascentralizedandassuch,thekingcontrolledandowned

everything.

30.N.B.Religionwasoftremendousimportance,theZuluhadknowledgeabouttheSupremeBeing.

Question:

Explainthesocial,politicalandeconomicorganizationoftheZulustatebefore1880?

HowwasShakaabletobuildapowerfulZulustatebefore1860?

THEZULUSTATEAFTERSHAKA.

DINGANE.

Qn.ExplainDingane’sleadershipofZuluupto1840?

1. DinganewassonSezangakonaandhewasabrothertoShaka.

2.HecollaboratedwithhisbrotherMhalanganetogetherwithShaka’schiefIndunaMbahopatokillShaka.

3. ForashorttimeaftertheassassinationofShaka,DinganeandhisbrotherMhalanganesharedpower

withsupportofMbahopa.

4.ThenJealousy,greedandhatredledDinganetoassassinatehisbrotherMhalanganeandMbahopaand

assumedfullpowerofthekingship.

5. Therefore,afterthemurderofallpoliticalopponents,Dinganewasleftasthesoleleader.

6. DinganetriedtopleasepeoplebyrelaxingthewarpolicyasagainstShaka’swarpolicy.
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7. Warriorswerefreedfromtheregimentsandallowedtomarryearlierthanundertheprevious

regulations.

8. AtthesametimeDinganeputanendtomilitaryexpeditions.

9. However,DinganelatterwasforcedtorevivetheZulumilitarism,heonceagaintriedtokeepthearmy

busy.

10.ZuluwarriorscarriedattacksagainstthePondo,theNdebeleunderMzilikaziandtheNgwaneledby

SobhuzaandtheSwazicapturingmanycattle.

11.Healsoallowedtheregimenttoamasscattleandotherformsofwealth.

12.HealsotriedtoacquirefirearmsfromthewhitesbasedatNatal.

13.Dinganehadfriendlybutunhappyfriendshipwiththewhites.

14.TheBritishinNatalrefusedtorepatriatetheZuluregimentscreatingfearonDingane’spart.

15.DinganesignedanagreementwithanEnglishmancalledCaptainAllenGardinerbywhichthenatal

governmentwastosendbackalltheZulustoZululand.

16.Bytheabovetreatystill,missionarieswerefreetodotheirevangelicalworkinZululandi.e.in1836,

oneEnglishand3Americanmissionariesstartedpreaching.

17.RelationswiththeBoersweretoohardduetotheirgreedyforland.

18.InNovember1835,Piet–RetiefarrivedatDingane’shomeinNatalwhereheaskedthatNatal’sfertile

landsbegiventotheBoers.

19.In1838,aseriousbattleoccurredbetweentheZuluandBoersi.e.(battleofBloodRiver)inwhichBoers

defeatedZuluunderDingane.

20.ThedefeatofZululedtotheforcingofZulutovacate/leavetheentiredistrictofNatalwhichwentto

theBoers.

21.InFeb.1840,DinganewasdeposedbyhisbrotherMpandewiththehelpofBoers,inreturnforwhich

Mpandegavethemseveralherdsofcattle.

WHYDINGANELOSTPOWER/PROBLEMSFACEDBYDINGANE

1. Hismajorproblemwashimself,thoughsomecamefromtheZulu,hisAfricanneighborsandfromthe

Europeans.

2.DinganerelaxedthemilitarismofZulukingdom,whichwasthefoundationofthekingdomthusbeinga

problemandleadingtohisdownfall.

3. IncreasingBoerinfluence,infactitweretheBoerswhogavegunsandmoralsupporttoMpandeover
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Dingane.

4.DinganefailedtocompletelyunitetheZulutribesby1840.

5. Dingane’sextrapeacefulwaysearnedhimhatredmakinghimunpopularamongthewarriors.

6. Hisbrutalityi.e.thewayheeliminatedhisbrother’se.g.ShakaandMhalanganeledtohiscollapse.

7. TheBoersweretoodeterminedtoendDingane’srulebecausehehadprovedstubbornbyorganizingthe

beerpartywherehekilledtheBoers.

8. TheroleofZulurefugeeswhohadgonetonatalprovinceworkedtowardsthecollapseofDingane.

9. By1840,DinganehadlostthesupportoftheroyalfamilyinZululandhencehiscollapse.

10.Dinganehadfailedtounitehispeoplemilitarilybehindhimastheirleader.

11.ThelandprobleminZululandespeciallyagainsttheBoersmadetheZulutohateDingane.

12.Increasedpopulationduetohispeacefulwaysledtoscarcityofland.

13.HewashatedbyhisneighborstheSwazibecauseofhisearlierattacksonthem.

14.HisgreatestproblemcamefromtheBoerswhostartedpouringintohiscountryn1838.

15.Helovedfeastingandwomenmorethanattendingtogovernmentdutiescausingadministrative

weakness.

16.DinganewasdefeatedatthebattleofBloodRiverbytheBoerswhotookawayalotofLandthereafter.

17.In1840,theZuluroyalfamilyoverthrewDinganeandimposedhisbrotherMpandeonthethrone.

18.TheBritishofficerGardinerrefusedtosendbackalltheZulusoldierswhowerehidinginNatal.

19.GardineralsofooledhimintogivingtheBritishlandinexchangeforthesoldiersinNatal,yethedidn’t

releaseallofthembacktoZululand.

MPANDE’SLEADERSHIPINZULULAND(1840-1872).

1. HewasasonofSezangakonaandhalfbrothertobothShakaandDingane.

2. HehadadullyouthfultimeuntilDinganestartedmessinguptheZulupolitics.

3. Mpande’scomingtopowerwasmajorlyasaresultofBoerassistance.

4.BecauseMpandehadcometopowerincollaborationwithBoershemaintainedapeacefulpolicywith

theBoers.

5. TherewaspopulationgrowthinZululandduetothepeacefulreignofMpande.
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6. ThelongperiodofpeaceinZuluhadanegativeimpactespeciallywiththedisciplineoftheregiments

whoseprimarypurposewaswar.

7. HefailedtobuildonthestrongZulumilitaryfoundationsandmanyhatedhisweakcharacter.

8. HewasworsethanDinganeandhatedwarthatevenhissonsCetewayoandMbulazilongedforhis

death.

9. Hisfavorablepasstimebecamefeastingandseekingthepleasurefromwomenentertainersathis

palace.

10.Hewastoolazythatheenjoyedbeingcarriedoutinthecartbecausehehadbecomesohugetowalkby

himselfcomfortably.

11.HegaveawaythebloodriverterritorytotheBoersforhavinghelpedhimoverthrowhisbrotherDingane

inthecivilwarof1840.

12.DisputesbetweenMpande’ssonsoverleadershiplattermadethesituationmoreworse.

13.AtthebattleofNdondakusuka,inMagongoin1856,CetewayosoundlydefeatedhisbrotherMbulaziand

evenkilledhim.

14.MpandewashowevernottotallyweakasheledatleastoneattackagainsttheSwazitolootcattleeven

thoughthebattlewasbloodless.

15.HealsokeptfriendlytieswiththeBritishatthecapeandNatal.

16.Mpandediedin1872andwassucceededbyhissonCetewayo.

PROBLEMSFACEDBYMPANDE/REASONSWHYHELOSTPOWER.

 HefailedtocontrolhissonsCetewayoandMbulaziwhosecivilwarcausedinsecurityinthe

country.

 TheDutchkeptonaskinghimforlandespeciallyaroundthebloodriver.

 TheZuluhatedhimbecausehehadmadethemlandlessbecausebythetimehediedhehad

givenalmosthalfofZulufertilelandtoBoers.

 HeencouragedtheBoerinterferenceintoZulupoliticsdivingupthestate.

 Hewasnotaseriousleaderandpreferredwomenandfoodtostateduties.

 ThecivilwarwithDinganenearlyledtohissdeath.

 BritishcitizenslikeShepstonestartedtakingdeepinterestsintheaffairsoftheekingdom.

 HefacedtheproblemofincreasedpopulationintheZulustateduetohispeacefulways.
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 HefearedwartotheextentthathecreatedlackofadventureamongtheZuluregiments.

WHYMPANDEDEAFETEDDINGANEIN1840

 Dinganefailedtomaintaintribalunityinthekingdom.

 TraditionalrulersbeganadvisingsoldierstodefecttoMpande’sside.

 Dingane’shatredforwarmadehimunpopularamongthewarlikesoldiersofShaka.

 Hisrelaxationofmilitarydisciplineanddisbandingsomeoftheregiments.

 Dingane’sfailuretodefeattheBoerinvasionfollowingthegreattrek.

 HisfailuretoconvinceGardinertoreturnalltheZulurefugees.

 Hispreferenceforfeasting,dancingandthewomenmadehimunpopularamongtheZulu.

 HisbrutalrulemadehimhatedashehadkilledhisbrothersShakaandMhalangane.

 Theroyalfamilystoppedsupportinghimin1840.

 Theincreasingscarcityoflandashegaveawaymorelandtothewhitesledtodissertations.

 Lackofalliese.g.theSwaziwereonlyrelievedwhenhewasoverthrown

 .Mpande’scollaborationwiththeBoerswonhimmoresupporttodefeatDingane.

 Thegreattrekincreasedthelandandpoliticaltension.

 Dingane’sdeathinSwazilandsealedhisfatemakinghisreturnimpossible.

CETEWAYO1873–1884.

Qn.ExplaintheachievementsofCetewayointhehistoryofZululand.

1. CetewayowasthesonofMpandeandanephewtoShaka.

2. HiswasintelligentandambitiouslikehisuncleShaka.

3. Hestartedgainingpopularityandfamein1856afterdefeatinghisbrotherMbulaziatthebattleofMagongo.

4. Herosetopowerin1873afterhisfather’sdeath.

5. CetewayowasputtopowerbySirTheophilus–ShepstonewhowasNatal’ssecretaryfornativeaffairs.



©MBAZIIRAJOEL historynotesaccess@gmail.com

©MBAZIIRAJOEL historynotesaccess@gmail.com

6. Cetewayomadethearmystrongonceagain.

7. HedevelopedZulunationalismbyreformingage-regiments.

8. HetriedhardtoavoidwarandconfrontationwiththeBoersandtheBritish.

9. HetriedtomaintaintheindependenceofZuluataverytoughtime.

10.HeassociatedwiththePortuguesewellhenceenablinghimtogetfirearmsfromthemtore-equipthe

Zuluarmy.

11.HeisrememberedofcreatingaperiodofpeaceinZululandandbeingafairyruler.

12.HealsostartedencouragingraidsagainsttheneighborstoactivatetheZuluwarriors.

13.HeencouragedtradewiththePortugueseinMozambique.

14.HemanagedtokeeptheindependenceofZulubetween1872-1879.

15.In1879,CetewayodefeatedtheBritishforcesatthebattleofIsandhlwanawhichwonhimhonoramong

theZulu.

16.HoweverCetewayoinJuly1879wasdefeatedbytheBritishatthebattleofUlundi.

17.HewasexiledtoLondonin1882.

18.Laterhewasbroughtbackasarulerbuthewasunhappywiththelimitedpowersthathewasgiven.

19.Cetewayolatersoughtrefugeinareservewherehediedin1884.

20.HewassucceededbyhissonDinizulu.

PROBLEMSFEACEDBYCETEWAYO/REASONSWHYHELOSTPOWER.

 Hehadlittletimetosortoutthemessofover40yearsofmisrulesinceZuluwasalreadydisorganized.

 TheBritishforcedhimintoareservewherehediedaverymiserableman.

 HefacedattacksfromtheBritishespeciallyin1879atIsandhlwanaandUlundi.

 TheBritishforcedhimintoexileafterthedefeatatUlundiandjustreturnedonZulupeopledemands.

 TheBoerexpansionfromthenorthandsouththreatenedhimpolitically.

 HehadaveryunhappyrelationshipwiththeBritishofficerSirBartleFrerewhowasdeterminedtodestroy

hisstate.

 HewasfacedwithfierceyouthswhowantedtoattackthewhiteswhowerestealingZululand.

 TheZuluarmyandregimentswerenolongerfunctioning.
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 Hisarmywasequippedbymainlyspearsatthetimeallhisenemieswereholdingguns.

 SirBartleFrerekeptonfoolinghimovertheissueofbloodriverterritorythathewillhelphimagainst

Boers.InfacthejustsidedwiththeBoers.

 HeruledatawrongtimeofscrambleandpartitioningofSouthAfrica.

 HisdefeatatUlundimarkedtheendofhisshortcareerasakingandlaterhiskingdomwasdividedup.

 HefailedtocontainthetwoyouthswhochasedthetwoadulterouswomenintoBritishNatalandkilled

themthere.

 TheZulupopulationhadincreasedtothehighesteveryetthelandwasnotenough.

 Hispeoplewerekilledintwogreatbattlesandalotofpropertydestroyed.

 HewascapturedandimprisonedafterUlundi.

 TheincreasingmissionaryinfluenceinZululandwasdividingupthepeople.

FACTORSFORTHECOLLAPSEOFTHEZULUSTATEBY1879

QN:whatweretheproblemsfacedbytheZulustateby1879?

 TheoppressiveruleunderofShaka,infactitmadesomepeopleescapetonewplaceslikewas

ZwangendabawhowenttoEastAfrica.

 ThedeathofShakai.e.Shakahadconstructedtheempireusinghiseffortanditcouldhardlysurvive

afterhim.

 SuccessiondisputeswithintheKingdome.g.Mpande’ssonsCetewayoandMbulazi.

 WeakleadersafterShakai.e.MpandewhoseriouslyfearedwarandtheEuropeans.

 InfluenceofmissionarieswhopreachedagainstZulucustoms,disunitedtheZulu.

 BrakingawayofsometerritoriesfromtheZuluempiree.g.Ngwane.

 Thestatehadalotofexternalpressurefromneighboringstatese.g.Ndebele.

 SeriousraidingfromothertribesliketheTlokwawhoraidedtheZulucattle.

 NaturalcalamitieslikefamineanddroughtleadingtodeathofmanyZulu.

 Epidemicsanddiseaseoutbreake.g.RenderpestforcattleandfeveraroundZululand.

 Mineraldiscoveryfrom1860’sencouragedtheBritishtotakeoverZululandandtointerfereintheir

politics

 ZululeadersafteralliedwiththeEuropeanse.g.MpandewhichkilledthestrengthofZulu.
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 TheEmpirehadbecometoobigforeffectiveadministration.

 Thestatehadbeenbornoutoffear,conquestetc.henceseveralsubjectpeoplelackedtrueloveforthe

state.

 EvenShakahimselfcausedthecollapseofhiskingdom,hewasruthless,adictator,executedenemies

etc.,thesepoliciesworkedagainstZulustate.

 AtalaterstageShakalackedpoliticalreasoningi.e.justafterthedeathofhismother,thewhole

kingdomwasorderedtomourn,nomanhadtomeethiswifesexually,morethan7000died,Asitwas

claimedtheynevermourned!

 PoliticalweaknessofDinganewhokilledhisbrothersandalsoopenedwaronBoerswhodefeatedhim.

 TheMfecaneperiodexhaustedtheKingdomandit’snowonderitcollapsed.

 TheZuluneighborsliketheShanganeandSwazicopiedtheZulumilitarytacticswhichtheyused

againsttheZuluinreturn.

 Europeanintrusion/imperialismgaveadeathblowtothesurvivalofZulustate.

 TheZuluneverhadgoodrelationswiththeirneighbors.

 ThealliancebetweenZululeadersandBoersbroughtinforeignersintoZulupolitics.

 ThedefeatoftheZuluatBloodriverbattleledtolossoflandandcows.

 ThecomingoftrekBoerscreatedchaossincetheyhadbetterweaponsandtheiraimwastodestroythe

state.

 TheAnglo-Zuluwarsof1879i.e.IsandhlwanaandatUlundimarkedtheendofZulustate.

 ThedivisionofZulustateinto13principalitiesandtwoofwhichwereruledbywhites.


