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MFECANEPERIODANDNATIONBUILDINGINSOUTHAFRICA

(1820-1834)

Mfecanesimplymeant aperiodofmassivesuffering, misery, chaos, anarchy, devastation, crushing
amongtheEasternBantutribesofSouthAfrica.

ThewordMfecanehasbeendescribedvariouslybydifferent communities.

TotheNguni /Zuluspeakers, it wasatimeoftroubleandsuffering.

WhiletheSotho-speakerscalledit “Detiqane” tomeanaperiodofcrushing, scatteringandforced
migrationtocommunitiesacrosstheir lands(HighVeld)

Other tribescalledit “Lificane” still meaningaperiodoftrouble.

ThisperiodinvolvedEasternBantutribesliketheZulu, Ndwandwe, Mthethwa, Ngwane(Swazi), Quabe
amongothers.

It hasalsobeendefinedasaperiodofrapidandviolent change, crisesanddevastationsamongthe
easternBantutribesofSouthAfricabetween1820sto1834.

ThecrisisstartedinZululandandspreadtoother Bantutribesincentral Africabeforespreadingto
other partsofEast Africa.

Thekeyleaderswhoareblamedfor causingthisperiodwereDingiswayo, Zwide, andSobhuzaandlater
worsenbyShaka.

CAUSESOFMFECANEPERIOD

ThecausesofMfecaneweremany, somewerelongtermandotherswereimmediateandtheyincluded:-

1. It wascausedbyShaka’saggressivepolicy, throughmilitaryengagement

2. Exhaustionoflandthat neededmorefreshlandhencecommunitiescrushedwithoneanother for land
whichledtotheMfecane.

3. ThehighPopulationincreaseinZululandthat resultedintocompetitionfor land, increasedrivalryand
hostility.

4. ExpansionofBoersfromthecapecolonyintheinterior asearlyas1830scausedshortageoflandinthe
interior.

5. Theriseofambitiouswar-likemilitaryleaderslikeDingiswayo, Shakaandotherswhowereaggressive,
e.g. DingiswayoVsSobhuza, DingiswayoVsZwideetc
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6. Needtocontrol tradealongDelagoaBayareaamongtheBantucausedcompetitionthat ledtoMfecane.

7. Increasedslaveryactivitieswithintheregionmademanypeopletoresent it leadingtomanydisplaced
people.

8. DeathofShaka’smother madeworsethesituationi.e. Shakalost hispatience, carriedout murders,
declaredaperiodofforcedmourningtopeopleetc.

9. Shaka’spersonal backgroundi.e.asanunwantedboy, thismadhimtoprovehismanhoodbyfighting
warswithothers.

10. Theneedandcompetitionfor fertileareaswithfavorableconditionsbyBantucommunitiesinthisarea
increasedwarfare.

11. Theincreaseinanimal populationinNatal causedtheracefor grazingland.

12. Thecompetitionandgreedfor cattleandother formsofwealthhenceconstant raids.

13. Thecompetitionandstrugglefor power andsuccessionalsocausedtheMfecane.

14. Theneedtocreatelargepolitical unitsbymilitant leaderslikeDingiswayo, Zwideandlater Shaka.

15. Theneedtopreserveindependencebytheweaker communities.

16. PressurecausedbytheexpansionoftheBoersthat checkedNguni’sexpansion, thisforcedNguni tribes
toturnontotheir fellowAfricans.

17. ThemeetingofDingiswayowithaEuropeanmanRobert Cowenwhotaught Dingiswayomilitaryskills
likehowtouseagun.

18. CattleraidingamongtheBantusocietieswhichledtoseriousstrugglesthusleadingtoMfecane.

19. Presenceofhardconditionslikedrought that causedfamineandstarvationhenceincreasingthe
strugglefor foodandraids.

20. Thepresenceofdesperategroupsofrefugeeswhocouldevenresort tocannibalismliketheFingosand
Matantee.

21. ThekillingofDingiswayoandlater ZwideincreasedthefightingamongtheBantu

22. TheintroductionofgunsamongtheindigenousBantutribesalsoincreasedwarfare.

23. Therisetopower ofShakaandhisreformsinthekingdomintensifiedtheMfecane.

24. Shaka’searlyexperiencewithDingiswayomadehimtolearnpolitical andmilitaryskillswhichhelater
transformedintoMfecane.

25. Shakeintroducedtheideaoftotal war fareincreasingfightinginZululands.
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26. TheintroductionofnewfightingweaponsliketheShort stubbingspears(Assegai) increaseddeathrate.

27. Shaka’sexpansionist policyforcedhimtoattack hisneighborsliketheNdwedweleadingtoMfecane.

28. Shaka’sharshmilitarytrainingpracticesliketraininghissoldiersbarefooted, forcedrecruitment and
refusingthemtomarryupto40 years.

29. TheintroductionofnewfightingmethodsbyShakalikecowhornformationandsurpriseattacksalso
increasedwar fare.

30. ThemilitarynatureoftheZulukingdomthat wasfull ofwarriorswhoonlyknewfightingworsenedthe
Mfecane.

EFFECTSOFTHEMFECANEPERIOD

  Increasedinsecurityandfear amongthepeopleofSouthernAfrica.

  Destructionofplantationsandother propertywhichledtostarvation.

  Famineresultedasagriculturewascametoasstandstill duringtheMfecane.

  HumanmiseryandsufferingresultedamongtheindigenoustribesofSouthAfrica.

  Depopulationcameinasmanypeoplewerekilledanddisplaced.

 TheperiodresultedintoEmpirebuildinge.g. ZuluKingdom, Ndebeleandothers.

  Ledtodevelopment ofdefensiveKingdomse.g. Basotho, Pedi andSwazi that wereconstructedon
topofmountains.

  Displacement ofpeopleaspeoplewererunningfromtheir areasfor survival e.g. theNgoni toeast
Africa

  It facilitatedtheGreat Trek astheBantuleft several landpiecesintheinterior vacant.

  It spreadZulu’smilitarismintoother areas, thiscausedmoreinsecurityi.e. societiescopiedZulu
militarytactics.

  It ledtomigrationse.g. Ngoni hadtomigrateintoE. Africa.

  Therewasashift ofpower frommerechiefstotruedictatorse.g. Shakatook over power from
Dingiswayo.

  It facilitatedEuropeanpenetrationintotheinterior ofS. AfricaasAfricanswereweakenedbythe
period.

© MBAZIIRAJOEL historynotesaccess@gmail.com



Powered by: -iToschool- | www.schoolporto.com | System developed by: lule 0752697211

Powered by: -iToschool- | www.schoolporto.com | System developed by: lule 0752697211

©MBAZIIRAJOEL historynotesaccess@gmail.com

  Ledtodeclineintradebecausepeoplecouldnot tradeduringwars.

  Social, economicandpolitical organizationsofsocietiesweredestroyed.

  Somepowerful groupslikeHlubi andNgwanedisintegratedduetoMfecanethat exhaustedthem.

  Somegroupssplit duetotheMfecaneover landdisputese.g. Makochanewhosplit fromtheKwena.

  Somegroupsemergedout ofMfecanemuchstronger e.g. theTlokwa; Ndebele, Zulu.

  It aidedslavetradeandraiding.

  It createdwar refugeesandbeggarsasthe“Fingo” whoacquiredtheir nameduetobeggingalot.
Theycamefrom“Mfengu” i.e. beggingfor food.

  Wholedistrictsbecamepracticallyemptyfor examplethepresent Natal areawhereseveral Africans
left theregion.

  ManypeopleresortedtoinhumanpracticeslikeCannibalisminorder tosurvive.

  ThewarsexhaustedtheAfricanswhofought over verylongperiodsoftime.

  Manysocietiesrespondedtothisbadsituationbyre-organizingthemselvese.g. theBasothoandthe
Swazi.

  Resultedintoanewtypeofleadershipofbrave, intelligent, adventurousandverysteadyleadership.

 TheperiodledtoriseofnewleaderslikeMosheshe, Shaka, Sobhuzaamongothers

  Therewaslossofpropertylikehouses, gardensduetolongperiodofunrest.

  Fightingwasimprovedasnewmethodsoffightingwereintroducedandspreadtowider areas

  DuetoMfecane, manysocietieswerepreparedtoresist theEuropeanruleliketheXhosa, Zuluand
Ndebele.

  Tradeat DelagoaBaycametoastandstill causingpovertyintheregion.

  TherewaspopulationdistributionoftheBantuinSouthAfricae.g. toSwazi land, Basutoareas
wherepeopleranfor safety.

  TherewasincreaseinslaveraidinginZuluthat ledtomoresuffering.

Referencequestion

What werethecausesoftheperiodofsufferinginSouthAfricabetween1820sto1834?

Howdidthisperiodaffect theindigenousBantutribesofSouthAfrica?
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THENATIONBULDINGINSOUTHAFRICA

DINGISWAYOANDTHEMTHETHWASTATE/ABATETWA.

TheMthethwalivedalongRiver TugerainNatal andledall thenationbuildersinthe19th centuryin
SouthAfrica.

Dingiswayo, thewonderer, wasasonofJobethechiefofMthethwa.

Hewasoneofthegreatest rulersintheregionbeforethenewageofShaka.

Hegrewupat hisfather’spalaceasaMtetwa.

Hewasmorepowerful thaneither SobhuzaoftheNgwaneor ZwideoftheNdwandwe.

Dingiswayoplanedtoassassinate(kill) hisfather and, whentheplot failed, hefledfromhometothe
landofHlubi wherehespent most ofhisyouthful life.

Whileinexile, hegainedalot ofmilitaryexperiencefromaEuropeancalledRobert Cowen.

HewastrainedhowtouseagunandtorideahorsebyhisfriendCowen.

However hisfriendwithwhomtheywerewandering, cowenwaskilledbytheQuabechiefPakatwayo,
andhishorse, UmbrellaandguntakenbyDingiswayowhichheusedtoacquirepower onceback among
hisMthethwapeople.

Inabout 1797, hereturnedafter hisfather’sdeath, andheoustedhisbrother Mawaweanddeclared
himselfthekingofMthethwa.

Mawawefledbut hewastrickedtoreturnandlater put todeathbyDingiswayo.

AsakingofMthethwa, heconcentratedonprotectinghispeopleagainst ZwideoftheNdwandwe.

Dingiswayo’speriodisimportant becauseit wasunder himthat Shakagot hismilitarytrainingand
experience.

ACHIEVEMENTS/ ROLEOFDINGISWAYOFOR THEMTHETHWANATION.

  Under hisrule, thetraditional ceremoniesofinitiationwereabolishedandinsteadyoungmenof
initiationagewererecruitedintoarmy.

  Hemadearmy/militaryregimentsandbecausetheywerebasedonage, theywereknownasage
regiments.

  Theage-regiment encouragedtribal unitysinceageregimentsfought together andsharedcommon
experiences.
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  Indeedtheageregiment alsogreatlyledtomilitaryefficiencywhereasit alsostrengthenedtribal
loyalty(obedience) totheruler.

  Age-regimentswereheadedbymenwhowereall appointedbyDingiswayo.

  Dingiswayodefeatedhisneighborsandmadethemaccept hisrulee.g. theNdwandwe.

  However, Dingiswayowaslenient tohisenemiestotheextent ofgivingthemback their captured
cows.

  Hehadnostandingarmybut atemporaryonewhomhecouldcall whenever needarose.

  Dingiswayosoldiersusedthelargeshieldsfor protectionwhichweresomehowheavyfor the
warriors.

  Heintroduced thelong-handledspears, however thesespearshadadisadvantagebecausethey
wereusuallythrownhenceleavingthefighter defenseless.

  Dingiswayomadefriendship(alliances) withtheconqueredtribesandeventually, theycouldbe
absorbedintohisarmy.

  Hedidagreat work ofextendingtheboundariesofMthethwaupto200 miles.

  HedevelopedclanunityinMthethwabymarryingfromdifferent clanshenceunityeveninhis
MthethwaKingdom.

  ThedefeatedstatesusedweremadetopaytributetoDingiswayoe.g. theZuluunder Sezangakona.

  HeassociatedwiththewhiteswhowerelivingaroundDelagoa, engagedintradewiththemetc.

  HepromotedaYoungmanShakatothepositionofcommander ofhisregiment onmerit (hencehe
promotedpeopleintoarmystrictly ontheir merit).

  HedevelopedShaka’smilitaryabilitywhichlatter aidedhimtremendouslytodevelophisZulustate.

  Heincreasedregimental loyaltytowardshimbydonatingtothemtheoxencapturedduringraids,
andreturnedtherest totheabsorbedtribes.

  HelaidfoundationoftheZulustatesbyaidingShaka.

  Hemainlyreliedontheadviceofbothtraditional leadersandthemilitaryidunas.

  HetransformedtheMthethwastateintoalargeconfederacy, extendingfromRiver Mfolozi inthe
northtoRiver TugeraintheSouth.

  Unfortunatelyinaround1818, hewasambushedbyZwide’ssoldierswhotook himtoZwideand
personallykilledhimandtook hisskull todecoratetheHut ofhismother.
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CHALLENGES/ PROBLEMSFACEDBYDINGSWAYO

Most problemsfacedbyDingiswayocamefromhimaspresentedbelow.

  Hisrebelliouscharacter madehimhatedbytheroyal familyandthusdetestedhim.

  Hewasopposedbyhisfamilyespeciallyafter killinghisbrother Mawawethetrueheir.

  Hewasalmost killedwhenheattemptedtokill hisfather chiefJobe.

  HealsosurviveddeathwhentheQuabenearlykilledhimtogether withRobert Cowen.

  Hislifewasdominatedbywarsagainst hisfather, contemporariesandevenhispeople.

  Helackedastandingarmyandtook longtoadopt permanent regiments.

  Hisrefusal tohelpSobhuzaleft himtofaceZwidealoneleadingtohisdeath.

  HehelpedawrongpersonShakatocometopower becauseShakanever helpedhimwhen
ZwideattackedDingiswayo.

  Hedidn’t instill strict Disciplineintohissoldierse.g. Shakarefusedtocometohisaidwhen
heneededit most.

  Hismethodofallowingconqueredpeoplekeeptheir chiefsweakenedloyaltytothecenter.

  TheHeterogeneousnatureofhiskingdommadeit hardtoenforceunity.

  HisspearswithlonghandleswerealiabilitysincetheywereadoptedbyMthethwaenemies
whousedthemagainst Dingiswayo.

  Hisspearswerelongandheavyandrequiredsoldierstomovewithmanywhichaffected
their fightinglevel.

  ThesharppopulationincreaseamongtheNguni wholeavedinatinycorridor between
DrankensbergandtheIndianOceanincreasinglandtension.

  Zwide’sconstant attacksledtolossofcowsandlivesamonghispeopleanddisrupted
agriculture.

  Hewasalwaysmovingfromoneplacetoanother hencethename“wonderer”.

  Hefacedconflictsbetweenyouthful warriorsandelderlyonesover fightingtechniques.

SHAKAANDTHECREATIONOFTHEZULUSTATE.

WhowasShaka?

1. Shakawasbornasabasardaround 1783
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2. HewasasontoSezangakona, achiefofasmall chiefdomcalledZuluchiefdom.

3. Hismother wasNandi whocamefromtheLangeni people.

4. ThenameShakacomesfromthewordI-tshakameaning“looseintestines”, adiseasethat could
causeswellingofthestomach.

5. Nandi, whowasShaka’smother, hadthisdiseasebeforeproducinghim.

6. Shakagrewwithhismother’scareandmaternal unclesbecausehewasrejectedbyhisfather.

7. Shaka’schildhoodawayfromhisfather’shomewasfull ofdifficultyandmisery.

8. Hewasharassedandunder lookedbyhispeers.

9. Helater grewupwithafiercedetermination, courage, intelligence, together withastrongambition.

10. Shakawasalsoenergetic, adventurousandmerciless, indeedhewasamanwhowasabletoShape
societyandmakeanamefor himself.

11. Hestartedhiscareer asacourageous, intelligent soldier ofDingiswayo.

12. Later, Dingiswayopromotedhimasacommander ofawholeregiment.

13. Inaround1816, Shaka’sfather diedandShakawent andkilledhisbrother Segujanewhowasthe
successor andbecamethechiefofZulu.

14. After thedeathofDingiswayo, ShakaannexedtheMthethwatoZuluandbecamekingofanewZulu
Empire.

REFORMSMADEBYSHAKAFOR THEZULUSTATE

Question:

HowwasShakaabletobuildandruleapowerful Zulustate?

1. Hecreatedastandingor permanent forceofwarriorscalledregiments.

2. Shakaintroducedtheshort stabbingspear i.e. “assegai” it hadashort handleandit couldnot be
thrownawaylikethelongspear.

3. ShakaabolishedtheputtingonofSandalsbyhiswarrior toincreasetheir mobilityinwar.

4. Traditional leaderswereabolishedandmilitaryleadersappointedonmerit instead.

5. Hissoldiersreceivedconstant highlydisciplinedtraining.

6. Theconqueredyouthswereabsorbedintohisarmy.
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7. Hemadehissoldiersnot tomarryuntil theageof40 years.

8. Heintroducedtheideaoftotal war i.e. scorchedearthpolicythroughburningeverythingdown
that belongedtot ehenemy.

9. Hegavehissoldiersverybigbut light shieldsfor protectioncalledcowhideshields.

10. Here-organizedtheoldage-regimentsandmadethemmoreefficient for largescalewars.

11. Regimentswerefedbyhimi.e. hegavethemcowswhichwerekilledafter hispermission.

12. Heintroducedtheideaofkillingtheconqueredoldpeople, tohimtheywereuselessand
dangerous.

13. Heintroducedthebull’shornformationofattack.

14. Healsocreatedwomenregimentstoprovidelabour inthegarden.

15. Hisfemalerelativesweremarriedbybigofficersjust tospyonthem.

16. Hemadesurethat hecontrolledall economicactivitiesinthestate.

17. Hemadehimselfthehighpriest inthekingdomwholeadmost ofthemajor ceremonies.

18. Heabolisheduselessceremoniese.g. circumcision.

19. NoIndunawastoholdanymeetingwithout hispermission.

20. Heintroducedscout boyswhohadtocarryshieldsandspearsfor thefightingwarriors.

21. Eachregiment wasgivenitsowncolour ofShieldsandhead-gear.

22. Thewarriorslivedinspecial militarysettlementsor towns.

23. TheIndunahadanumber ofjunior officersunder him, whowereinchargeofsmaller units.

24. Thearmycommanderswereusuallyappointedfromthecommoner familiesor clans, indeed
thesewereasdependabletoShakaastheyowedtheir positiontoShakaalone.

25. Eachmilitarytowncontainedaroyal household, cattleenclosures, dwellinghutsfor warriorsetc.

26. Thewarriorswerefed, clothedat theking’sexpenserather thanpublicexpense.

27. Whileintheir enclosures, soldierssangthepraisesofShakatheir lordandmaster.

28. War fareunder Shaka’stimebecameareal career i.e. soldiersbecamefull timewarriorswho
earnedtheir livingsolelybyfighting.

29. Thearmywasthesourceofall power andarmycommandersbecametheKing’sadvisers.
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30. Shakastoppedcircumcisionofmentomakethemreadyfor war anytime

31. Successiontothethronewasmadehereditaryhencelesssuccessiondisputes.

32. Shakawasthecommander inchiefofthearmedforces.

33. ConqueredpeoplewereabsorbedintotheZulunationandadoptedtheZuluculturesand
traditions.

34. Retiredsoldersformedareservedarmy, thiswasbasedat different placeslikeMbelembele
Dinkuza, BulabwayoandNabandaetc.

35. HebefriendedtheBritishwhosuppliedhimwithguns.

36. Heencouragedtheuseofsurpriseattackstotheenemies.

37. Heencouragedanexpansionpolicye.g. defeatedtheNgwane, ZwideandTlokwa.

38. Shakawaskilledbyhisbrother Dingane& MhalanganewiththehelpofShaka’schiefInduna
Mbahopaon22ndSept.1828.

N.B. Theabovepontscanassst studentstoexpainthemethodsusedbyShakatocreatethe
ZuluState thepontsalsocanexpainShakasmlitaryinnovations.

IMPACT/EFFECTSOFSHAKA’SMILITALYREFORMSANDWARSOFEXPANSIONONNEIGBOURSANDZULU
PEOPLE.

  TherewasexpansionoftheZulustate, thiswassobecauseShakafought anddefeatedall hisweak
neighbors.

  Shakaterrorizedhisstateandneighborsduetohisstrongmilitarism, thisledtoconstant fear.

  ThereformscausedtheMfecanei.e. periodofwarsi.e. 1820–1834 aseachstatewasfightingfor its
ownsurvival.

  TheZuluStatedefeatedandincorporateditsweak neighbors. IncludingtheMthethwa.

  Shakakilledsomechiefse.g. MondisathechiefofMthethwa

  Resultedintogreat lossoflivesduetotheconstant fightingthat wereorganized.

  SpreadingofmilitaryinnovationstotheneighborsandwithinZululandwhichincreasedwar fare.

  InsecurityincreasedduetoShaka’smilitaryreformsthat hadbeencopiedbymanycommunitiesthat in
theendledtoMfecane.

  Destructionofpropertylikeplantations.

  Widespreadfamineduetothewar.
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  Depopulationresultedintoseveral neighboringstates.

  Defeatedhisneighborsandconqueredtheme.g. theTlokwaandMthethwa.

  Lossoflandbyneighborsespeciallythosewhowereweak.

  Lossofcattlethat wasraidedbyShaka’smenwhichledtopoverty.

  StatesneighboringShaka’sZululost their independencetothestronger andmightyZuluwarriors.

  Cultural customswerestoppede.g. circumcisionofwarriorswasstoppedbyShaka.

  Shakaincreasedondisciplineofhissubjects.

  Newfightingstylesspreadtoother areaslikeNdebele.e.g. thescorchedearthpolicyoffighting.

  Seriousdisplacement ofpeoplewasrealized.

  Detribalizationwasdonetoall theneighboringcommunities.

  ConqueredtribeswhohadtotakeonZulucustoms.

  Misery, starvationandgeneral sufferingwereextendedtothepeopleofZuluandtheir neighborsdueto
intensivefighting.

  After Shaka, newKingdomswereformede.g. Basotho, Ndebele. Swazi amongothers.

  Africansocietiese.g. theXhosaandtheZuluwerepreparedtoresist futureEuropeanrule.

  Familylifewasbrokenduetothetotal war fareofShaka.

  Massmigrationsoccurrede.g. theNgoni under ZwangendabaandNdebeleunder Mzilikazi left South
Africa.

  Therewaslossoflandbyweaker societies.

  Therewascreationofrefugeesandwandererse.g. theFingosandHlubi.

  Newleadershipemergedwhichdependedonmilitarymight.

  SlaveraidingincreasedandmanyAfricansweresoldintoslavery.

  Peoplewereforcedtoliveinspecial areaslikemountaintopsfor survival.

THEWAYOFLIFEOFTHEZULUBEFORE1860

1. TheZuluKingdomemergedasthebiggest Kingdominthe19thcentury.

2. TheZuluwasoneofthosemanyother statesthat werepart ofMthethwacommunity.
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3. TheKingdomofZuluwaspurelyamilitarystate.

4. Thestatewasindeedborninwar andthroughwar, it wasmaintained.

5. HundredsofZuluchiefdomswereunitedbytheir King.

6. Apart fromtheir commonlanguage, theZuluwereheldtogether politicallybytheir militaryback ground
andwarriors.

7. Thetoparmycommanders/ officialswereKing’smajor adviserswhowereobedient tohimat all times.

8. TheZuluKingdomwashighlycentralizedwiththeKingastheheadbut however havingIdunasand
traditional chiefsunder him.

9. Thekinghadanadvisorycouncil whichhadsomepower tospeak tothekingonmattersofnational
importance.

10. But still thekinghadthefinal powersonimportant mattersofthestate.

11. TheZuluStatehadastrongstandingarmywhichwasunder theKingasthetopcommander inchief.

12. Thearmywaskept inmilitarysettlementssuchasDinkuza, Mbelembeleetc.

13. Themilitarysettlementsformedthecentral militarymachineryofthestateandeachwasput under a
chiefknownas“anInduna”.

14. Eachmilitarysettlement hadasectionofroyal womenunder asenior woman, theseactedasspies
withinthemilitarysettlement.

15. TheIdunaswerenot allowedtoholdunauthorizedmeetings, thisensuredthat therewasnocoupd’états
etc.

16. Successiontothethronewashereditaryandpatrineal inwhichtheking’ssoninheritedthethrone.

17. ThechiefsandtheIndunasregularlyvisitedtheKingasasignofallegiancetohim.

18. Thekingtook part inreligiousobligationsandperformedritual actsonbehalfofhispeople.

19. Traditionally, thekingownedeachandeverythinginsociety.

20. Ceremonieslikemarriage, first fruit ceremonywerepresidedover bytheKing.

21. Warriorshowever duringShaka’stimemarriedafter 40 years.

22. Femalecorrespondingagegroupswouldbedissolvedat thesametimelikemalesandthereafter given
tothefreedwarriorsaswives.

23. CapturedpeoplewereabsorbedintotheZulucultures.
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24. DuringShaka’stime, circumcisionwasabolishedtoenablewarrior beextrareadyfor anywar.

25. Initiationceremoniesweretooimportant andhereboyscouldbetransformedfromchildhoodto
manhood.

26. Economically, agriculturewasimportant whereseveral cropswerecultivated.

27. Raidingofsmaller neighborswasalsotooimportant.

28. SomeconqueredstatespaidtributetotheZuluState.

29. Theeconomytoolikeother sectorswascentralizedandassuch, thekingcontrolledandowned
everything.

30. N.B. Religionwasoftremendousimportance, theZuluhadknowledgeabout theSupremeBeing.

Question:

Expainthesocal, poitical andeconomcorganizationoftheZulustatebefore1880?

HowwasShakaabetobuildapowerful Zulustatebefore1860?

THEZULUSTATEAFTER SHAKA.

DINGANE.

Qn. ExplainDingane’sleadershipofZuluupto1840?

1. DinganewassonSezangakonaandhewasabrother toShaka.

2. Hecollaboratedwithhisbrother Mhalanganetogether withShaka’schiefIndunaMbahopatokill Shaka.

3. For ashort timeafter theassassinationofShaka, Dinganeandhisbrother Mhalanganesharedpower
withsupport ofMbahopa.

4. ThenJealousy, greedandhatredledDinganetoassassinatehisbrother MhalanganeandMbahopaand
assumedfull power ofthekingship.

5. Therefore, after themurder ofall political opponents, Dinganewasleft asthesoleleader.

6. Dinganetriedtopleasepeoplebyrelaxingthewar policyasagainst Shaka’swar policy.
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7. Warriorswerefreedfromtheregimentsandallowedtomarryearlier thanunder theprevious
regulations.

8. At thesametimeDinganeput anendtomilitaryexpeditions.

9. However, Dinganelatter wasforcedtorevivetheZulumilitarism, heonceagaintriedtokeepthearmy
busy.

10. Zuluwarriorscarriedattacksagainst thePondo, theNdebeleunder Mzilikazi andtheNgwaneledby
SobhuzaandtheSwazi capturingmanycattle.

11. Healsoallowedtheregiment toamasscattleandother formsofwealth.

12. Healsotriedtoacquirefirearmsfromthewhitesbasedat Natal.

13. Dinganehadfriendlybut unhappyfriendshipwiththewhites.

14. TheBritishinNatal refusedtorepatriatetheZuluregimentscreatingfear onDingane’spart.

15. Dinganesignedanagreement withanEnglishmancalledCaptainAllenGardiner bywhichthenatal
government wastosendback all theZulustoZululand.

16. Bytheabovetreatystill, missionarieswerefreetodotheir evangelical work inZululandi.e. in1836,
oneEnglishand3Americanmissionariesstartedpreaching.

17. RelationswiththeBoersweretoohardduetotheir greedyfor land.

18. InNovember 1835, Piet – Retiefarrivedat Dingane’shomeinNatal whereheaskedthat Natal’sfertile
landsbegiventotheBoers.

19. In1838, aseriousbattleoccurredbetweentheZuluandBoersi.e. (battleofBloodRiver) inwhichBoers
defeatedZuluunder Dingane.

20. Thedefeat ofZululedtotheforcingofZulutovacate/ leavetheentiredistrict ofNatal whichwent to
theBoers.

21. InFeb.1840, Dinganewasdeposedbyhisbrother MpandewiththehelpofBoers, inreturnfor which
Mpandegavethemseveral herdsofcattle.

WHYDINGANELOSTPOWER / PROBLEMSFACEDBYDINGANE

1. Hismajor problemwashimself, thoughsomecamefromtheZulu, hisAfricanneighborsandfromthe
Europeans.

2. DinganerelaxedthemilitarismofZulukingdom, whichwasthefoundationofthekingdomthusbeinga
problemandleadingtohisdownfall.

3. IncreasingBoer influence, infact it weretheBoerswhogavegunsandmoral support toMpandeover
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Dingane.

4. DinganefailedtocompletelyunitetheZulutribesby1840.

5. Dingane’sextrapeaceful waysearnedhimhatredmakinghimunpopular amongthewarriors.

6. Hisbrutalityi.e. thewayheeliminatedhisbrother’se.g. ShakaandMhalanganeledtohiscollapse.

7. TheBoersweretoodeterminedtoendDingane’srulebecausehehadprovedstubbornbyorganizingthe
beer partywherehekilledtheBoers.

8. TheroleofZulurefugeeswhohadgonetonatal provinceworkedtowardsthecollapseofDingane.

9. By1840, Dinganehadlost thesupport oftheroyal familyinZululandhencehiscollapse.

10. Dinganehadfailedtounitehispeoplemilitarilybehindhimastheir leader.

11. ThelandprobleminZululandespeciallyagainst theBoersmadetheZulutohateDingane.

12. Increasedpopulationduetohispeaceful waysledtoscarcityofland.

13. HewashatedbyhisneighborstheSwazi becauseofhisearlier attacksonthem.

14. Hisgreatest problemcamefromtheBoerswhostartedpouringintohiscountryn1838.

15. Helovedfeastingandwomenmorethanattendingtogovernment dutiescausingadministrative
weakness.

16. Dinganewasdefeatedat thebattleofBloodRiver bytheBoerswhotook awayalot ofLandthereafter.

17. In1840, theZuluroyal familyoverthrewDinganeandimposedhisbrother Mpandeonthethrone.

18. TheBritishofficer Gardiner refusedtosendback all theZulusoldierswhowerehidinginNatal.

19. Gardiner alsofooledhimintogivingtheBritishlandinexchangefor thesoldiersinNatal, yet hedidn’t
releaseall ofthemback toZululand.

MPANDE’SLEADERSHIPINZULULAND(1840-1872).

1. HewasasonofSezangakonaandhalfbrother tobothShakaandDingane.

2. Hehadadull youthful timeuntil DinganestartedmessinguptheZulupolitics.

3. Mpande’scomingtopower wasmajorlyasaresult ofBoer assistance.

4. BecauseMpandehadcometopower incollaborationwithBoershemaintainedapeaceful policywith
theBoers.

5. TherewaspopulationgrowthinZululandduetothepeaceful reignofMpande.
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6. ThelongperiodofpeaceinZuluhadanegativeimpact especiallywiththedisciplineoftheregiments
whoseprimarypurposewaswar.

7. HefailedtobuildonthestrongZulumilitaryfoundationsandmanyhatedhisweak character.

8. HewasworsethanDinganeandhatedwar that evenhissonsCetewayoandMbulazi longedfor his
death.

9. Hisfavorablepasstimebecamefeastingandseekingthepleasurefromwomenentertainersat his
palace.

10. Hewastoolazythat heenjoyedbeingcarriedout inthecart becausehehadbecomesohugetowalk by
himselfcomfortably.

11. Hegaveawaythebloodriver territorytotheBoersfor havinghelpedhimoverthrowhisbrother Dingane
inthecivil war of1840.

12. DisputesbetweenMpande’ssonsover leadershiplatter madethesituationmoreworse.

13. At thebattleofNdondakusuka, inMagongoin1856, Cetewayosoundlydefeatedhisbrother Mbulazi and
evenkilledhim.

14. Mpandewashowever not totallyweak asheledat least oneattack against theSwazi toloot cattleeven
thoughthebattlewasbloodless.

15. Healsokept friendlytieswiththeBritishat thecapeandNatal.

16. Mpandediedin1872 andwassucceededbyhissonCetewayo.

PROBLEMSFACEDBYMPANDE/ REASONSWHYHELOSTPOWER.

 Hefailedtocontrol hissonsCetewayoandMbulazi whosecivil war causedinsecurityinthe
country.

 TheDutchkept onaskinghimfor landespeciallyaroundthebloodriver.

 TheZuluhatedhimbecausehehadmadethemlandlessbecausebythetimehediedhehad
givenalmost halfofZulufertilelandtoBoers.

 HeencouragedtheBoer interferenceintoZulupoliticsdivingupthestate.

 Hewasnot aseriousleader andpreferredwomenandfoodtostateduties.

 Thecivil war withDinganenearlyledtohissdeath.

 BritishcitizenslikeShepstonestartedtakingdeepinterestsintheaffairsoftheekingdom.

 HefacedtheproblemofincreasedpopulationintheZulustateduetohispeaceful ways.
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 Hefearedwar totheextent that hecreatedlack ofadventureamongtheZuluregiments.

WHYMPANDEDEAFETEDDINGANEIN1840

 Dinganefailedtomaintaintribal unityinthekingdom.

 Traditional rulersbeganadvisingsoldierstodefect toMpande’sside.

 Dingane’shatredfor war madehimunpopular amongthewar likesoldiersofShaka.

  Hisrelaxationofmilitarydisciplineanddisbandingsomeoftheregiments.

  Dingane’sfailuretodefeat theBoer invasionfollowingthegreat trek.

  HisfailuretoconvinceGardiner toreturnall theZulurefugees.

  Hispreferencefor feasting, dancingandthewomenmadehimunpopular amongtheZulu.

  Hisbrutal rulemadehimhatedashehadkilledhisbrothersShakaandMhalangane.

  Theroyal familystoppedsupportinghimin1840.

  Theincreasingscarcityoflandashegaveawaymorelandtothewhitesledtodissertations.

  Lack ofalliese.g. theSwazi wereonlyrelievedwhenhewasoverthrown

  .Mpande’scollaborationwiththeBoerswonhimmoresupport todefeat Dingane.

  Thegreat trek increasedthelandandpolitical tension.

  Dingane’sdeathinSwazi landsealedhisfatemakinghisreturnimpossible.

CETEWAYO1873– 1884.

Qn. ExplaintheachievementsofCetewayointhehistoryofZululand.

1. CetewayowasthesonofMpandeandanephewtoShaka.

2. Hiswasintelligent andambitiouslikehisuncleShaka.

3. Hestartedgainingpopularityandfamein1856after defeatinghisbrother Mbulazi at thebattleofMagongo.

4. Herosetopower in1873after hisfather’sdeath.

5. Cetewayowasput topower bySir Theophilus– ShepstonewhowasNatal’ssecretaryfor nativeaffairs.
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6. Cetewayomadethearmystrongonceagain.

7. HedevelopedZulunationalismbyreformingage- regiments.

8. Hetriedhardtoavoidwar andconfrontationwiththeBoersandtheBritish.

9. HetriedtomaintaintheindependenceofZuluat averytoughtime.

10. HeassociatedwiththePortuguesewell henceenablinghimtoget firearmsfromthemtore-equipthe
Zuluarmy.

11. HeisrememberedofcreatingaperiodofpeaceinZululandandbeingafairyruler.

12. Healsostartedencouragingraidsagainst theneighborstoactivatetheZuluwarriors.

13. HeencouragedtradewiththePortugueseinMozambique.

14. HemanagedtokeeptheindependenceofZulubetween1872-1879.

15. In1879, CetewayodefeatedtheBritishforcesat thebattleofIsandhlwanawhichwonhimhonor among
theZulu.

16. However CetewayoinJuly1879wasdefeatedbytheBritishat thebattleofUlundi.

17. HewasexiledtoLondonin1882.

18. Later hewasbrought back asaruler but hewasunhappywiththelimitedpowersthat hewasgiven.

19. Cetewayolater sought refugeinareservewherehediedin1884.

20. HewassucceededbyhissonDinizulu.

PROBLEMSFEACEDBYCETEWAYO/ REASONSWHYHELOSTPOWER.

 Hehadlittletimetosort out themessofover 40 yearsofmisrulesinceZuluwasalreadydisorganized.

 TheBritishforcedhimintoareservewherehediedaverymiserableman.

 HefacedattacksfromtheBritishespeciallyin1879at IsandhlwanaandUlundi.

 TheBritishforcedhimintoexileafter thedefeat at Ulundi andjust returnedonZulupeopledemands.

 TheBoer expansionfromthenorthandsouththreatenedhimpolitically.

 HehadaveryunhappyrelationshipwiththeBritishofficer Sir BartleFrerewhowasdeterminedtodestroy
hisstate.

 Hewasfacedwithfierceyouthswhowantedtoattack thewhiteswhowerestealingZululand.

 TheZuluarmyandregimentswerenolonger functioning.
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 Hisarmywasequippedbymainlyspearsat thetimeall hisenemieswereholdingguns.

 Sir BartleFrerekept onfoolinghimover theissueofbloodriver territorythat hewill helphimagainst
Boers. Infact hejust sidedwiththeBoers.

 Heruledat awrongtimeofscrambleandpartitioningofSouthAfrica.

 Hisdefeat at Ulundi markedtheendofhisshort career asakingandlater hiskingdomwasdividedup.

 HefailedtocontainthetwoyouthswhochasedthetwoadulterouswomenintoBritishNatal andkilled
themthere.

 TheZulupopulationhadincreasedtothehighest ever yet thelandwasnot enough.

 Hispeoplewerekilledintwogreat battlesandalot ofpropertydestroyed.

 Hewascapturedandimprisonedafter Ulundi.

 TheincreasingmissionaryinfluenceinZululandwasdividingupthepeople.

FACTORSFOR THECOLLAPSEOFTHEZULUSTATEBY1879

QN: what weretheproblemsfacedbytheZulustateby1879?

 Theoppressiveruleunder ofShaka, infact it madesomepeopleescapetonewplaceslikewas
Zwangendabawhowent toEast Africa.

  ThedeathofShakai.e. Shakahadconstructedtheempireusinghiseffort andit couldhardlysurvive
after him.

  SuccessiondisputeswithintheKingdome.g. Mpande’ssonsCetewayoandMbulazi.

  Weak leadersafter Shakai.e. Mpandewhoseriouslyfearedwar andtheEuropeans.

  Influenceofmissionarieswhopreachedagainst Zulucustoms, disunitedtheZulu.

  BrakingawayofsometerritoriesfromtheZuluempiree.g. Ngwane.

  Thestatehadalot ofexternal pressurefromneighboringstatese.g. Ndebele.

  Seriousraidingfromother tribesliketheTlokwawhoraidedtheZulucattle.

  Natural calamitieslikefamineanddrought leadingtodeathofmanyZulu.

  Epidemicsanddiseaseout break e.g. Render pest for cattleandfever aroundZululand.

  Mineral discoveryfrom1860’sencouragedtheBritishtotakeover Zululandandtointerfereintheir
politics

  Zululeadersafter alliedwiththeEuropeanse.g. MpandewhichkilledthestrengthofZulu.
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  TheEmpirehadbecometoobigfor effectiveadministration.

  Thestatehadbeenbornout offear, conquest etc. henceseveral subject peoplelackedtruelovefor the
state.

  EvenShakahimselfcausedthecollapseofhiskingdom, hewasruthless, adictator, executedenemies
etc., thesepoliciesworkedagainst Zulustate.

  At alater stageShakalackedpolitical reasoningi.e. just after thedeathofhismother, thewhole
kingdomwasorderedtomourn, nomanhadtomeet hiswifesexually, morethan7000 died, Asit was
claimedtheynever mourned!

 Political weaknessofDinganewhokilledhisbrothersandalsoopenedwar onBoerswhodefeatedhim.

  TheMfecaneperiodexhaustedtheKingdomandit’snowonder it collapsed.

  TheZuluneighborsliketheShanganeandSwazi copiedtheZulumilitarytacticswhichtheyused
against theZuluinreturn.

  Europeanintrusion/ imperialismgaveadeathblowtothesurvival ofZulustate.

  TheZulunever hadgoodrelationswiththeir neighbors.

  ThealliancebetweenZululeadersandBoersbrought inforeignersintoZulupolitics.

  Thedefeat oftheZuluat Bloodriver battleledtolossoflandandcows.

  Thecomingoftrek Boerscreatedchaossincetheyhadbetter weaponsandtheir aimwastodestroythe
state.

  TheAnglo-Zuluwarsof1879i.e. Isandhlwanaandat Ulundi markedtheendofZulustate.

  ThedivisionofZulustateinto13principalitiesandtwoofwhichwereruledbywhites.
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