
THEVERSAILLESPEACETREATY

Introduction

TheFirstWorldWarfinallyendedatthe11thhourofthe11thdayinthe11th
month.Itwasafteraspokesmanofthecentralpowers(Germanyandher
allies)concededdefeatandagreedtoanarmisticewithMarshallForhe,the
commanderofthealliedforces.Thislefttheleadingstatesmenwiththe
taskofsettlingtheproblemscreatedbythewarandmaintainingworld
peace.AfterthesurrenderofGermanyandherallies,thevictoriouspowers
metinaconferenceatVersaillesinParisbetweenJanuaryandJune1919.
TheycameoutwiththeVersaillespeacetreaty;TheVersaillestreatywas
anelaboratedocumentof800wordsthatcontained440articles.Itwasa
peaceagreementsignedbetweenthevictoriouspowers(whowere27by
then)andthedefeatedpowersbetween1919-1923.Themaintreatywas
signedinthehallofmirrorsatVersailles.Othertreatiesimposedonthe
defeatedpowerswereincludedinitsfinalversion,suchwere;

i)ThetreatyofSt.GermanwithAustriainSeptember1919.

ii)ThetreatyofTrianonwithHungaryinJune1920.

iii)ThetreatyofNeuillywithBulgariainNovember1919

iv)ThetwotreatieswithTurkeyi.e.thetreatyofServes(1920)andthe
treatyofLausannein1923(afteranothergovernmentcomingtopower).



AlthoughanumberofstateswererepresentedattheParisconference,the
termsofthepeacetreatywasexclusivelydecidedbythreecountriesi.e.
BritainrepresentedbyPremierLloydGeorge,FranceledbyPremierGeorge
Clemenceau,USA representedbyPresidentWoodrow Wilsonandto a
smallextentOrlandoofItaly.Ofthebigthreestatesmen,WoodrowWilson
ofUSAwasmorerealisticinComparisontohiscolleagues.Hewasan
idealistprofessorwithlittleexperienceinEuropeanpolitics.

However,theroleplayedbyUSAinthewarconvincedhim thathehadmore
solutions forEuropean problems than any ofthe otherstatesmen.
Nevertheless,hisinexperienceinEuropeanaffairsmadehim tobeover
shadowedbyLloydGeorgeandClemenceauwhowerehardheaded/tough
mindeddebaters.

Nowonderthattheywereabletogetthingsdonefrom him,whichhewould
nothavevoluntarilyapprovedof.

WOODROW WILSON'S14POINTS

Woodrow Wilsonwantedjusticeandimpartialitytobeextendedtothe
defeated powers.He believed thatinjustice/unfairness on anyofthe
belligerents(countriesthatfought)wouldtakeEuropeandindeedtheworld
backtothebadolddaysofwar.Itwasagainstthisbackgroundthathe
cameoutwith14points,whichwasthebasisuponwhichpeacewas
concludedwithGermanyandherallies.Thepointsweretheoutcomeofhis
criticalanalysisofthecausesofWorldWarLandhemadesurethatthey
wereacceptedattheParispeaceconference.

ItmustbeemphasizedthatGermanysurrenderedonconditionthatthe14
pointsandotherstatementsmadebyWoodrowWilsonwouldbethebasis
oftheVersaillespeacetreaty.Besidesthe14points,Wilsonhadannounced
thatthereshallbenoannexations,noreparations,nopunitivedamagesand
thatfreeacceptancebythepeopleconcernedwouldbethebasisofany
settlement.However,theseprinciplesweretotallyviolatedwhenthetreaty
wasdrafted.Germanyandherallieswerenotinvitedbutcalleduponto
answerchargesattheconference.

#



ThetreatyofVersailleswasnotnegotiated(asWilsonwanted)butdictated
bythe victorsupon the vanquished (defeated)powers.Itwassimply
presentedtoGermanyandshewasaskedeithertoacceptitinfivedaysor
faceaninvasion.Germanyhadnobetterchoicethantosignwhatshe
called"dictatedpeace".

NB.Evenatthetimeofsigningthetreaty,theGermandelegatesledbyits
foreignministerwerehumiliated.Theywerekeptinahotelbehindbarbed
wires and were notallowed to communicate to anybody.Theywere
escortedinandoutofthehallofmirrorswherethetreatywassignedlike
criminalsescortedtoandfrom thedockbyprisonwarders/policemen.

ASSESSMENTOFWILSON'S14POINTS

TounderstandthecompositionoftheVersaillestreaty,it'simperativeto
examineWilson's14points.

WeneedtoassesstheextenttowhichWilsonsucceededinimplementing
hisgoodideasconsideringthathiscolleagueshadbadintentionsuponthe
defeatednations.Wethereforeanalyzewhetherthe14pointssettledthe
post-warproblemsandavoidedfutureconflictsornot.Thus;

1.Alldiplomacyandnegotiationsbetweenstateswastobecarriedout
"Openly,frankly and in public view".He stood formutualtrustand
confidencebetweennationsthroughconsultationsandsettlingofdisputes
openly.Thiswastoavoidsecrettreatiesandalliancesthathadcausedwar
in 1914.However,this was neverimplemented since the victorand
defeatednationsofEuropehadveryhighnostalgiaforrevenge.

2.Wilsonstressed"Absolutefreedom ofnavigationontheseasinpeace
andwarexceptinterritorialwater".Thiswaspartlyduetothefactthat
navalrivalryandthedeterminationofGermanyandBritaintodominatethe
seahadcausednavalraceandledtoWorldWarI.Onthissensitiveissue,
WilsonwasoutrightlyopposedbyLloydGeorgeofBritain.Britaincould
easilywelcomethedestructionandlimitationoftheGermannavybutnot
equalityatsea.HearguedthatastrongnavywasaluxurytoGermanybuta
necessitytoBritain.

3.He proposed the removal of trade barriers between states in
internationaltrade.Thisisbecausecolonialeconomicrivalryandthepolicy
ofprotectionism hadpartlycontributedtotheFirstWorldWar.



ThispointworkedtosuitAmericawhoseindustriesandtradewerenot
significantlyruinedbythewar.

However,otherpowersweresomuchdevastatedbythewarthattheir
industriesandtradeneededtariffsandotherprotectivemeasures.They
thereforerejectedtheideaafterrecoveringinthelongrun.

4.AwarethatarmsracehadcontributedtoWorldWarI,Wilson's4
th

point
emphasizedthatnationsshouldgiveguaranteesthattheywould"disarm to
thelowestlevelconsistentwithdomesticsafety".

WhilethisprovisionwasfullyappliedtoGermanyandherallies,other
powersdidnotreducetheleveloftheirarms.ThisgaveHitleranexcuseto
rearm Germanywhichresurrectedthearmsraceintheinterwarperiod.

5.Emphasizesimpartialadjustmenttoallcolonialclaimsintheinterestof
thecolonized.Here,theinterestsandsentimentsofthecolonizedwereto
beconsideredequaltothoseofthegovernmentsgiventomandateor
control.Thiswentwithoutanyoppositionfrom Britain,France,Belgium and
Japan.Thiscouldbeexplainedfrom thefactthattheyallwantedtogain
from Germany'sempirethangainfrom thecolonizedpeople.



6.GermanywastoevacuateRussianterritoriesbecausetheBrest-Litovisk
treatyof1917wasforcedonRussiabyGermany(becauseRussiawas
defeated).Russiawastobeassistedineverywaythatshemayneedand
herselfdesire"forthefreedeterminationofherfuture.Thisideawent
unopposed.

However,theprincipleoffreedeterminationofherfutureacceleratedthe
successofthe1917revolution,whichupsetdemocraticgovernancethat
Wilsonandhisassociateshadprojected.

7.EvacuationandrestorationofBelgium'sindependence.Belgium wasthe
nucleusofWorldWarI.

Germanyandherallieshadtowithdrawalltheirforcesfrom Belgium.This
wasacceptedbybothBritainandGermanysinceitwasaprimaryfactor
whyBritaindeclaredwaronGermany.

8.Providesforevacuation and restoration ofFrench territoryand the
righting ofthe wrongs done to Francein1871asfarasAlsaceandLorraine
were concerned.On this point,Wilson was successfulsince France
recoveredthetwoterritoriesandevenredressedthewrongsdonetoherby
PrussiaatSedanin1866.Britainalsosawitrightandfitting.

9.Provides forre-adjustmentofthe boarders ofItaly "along clearly
recognizablelinesofauthority".

Shewasamemberofthetriplealliancebutenteredthewaronthesideof
tripleentente.However,shelostsometerritoriesduringthewar.Shehadto
berewardedandcompensatedwithsomeotherterritories.Wilsondidnot
encounteranyoppositionsincethiswasinaccordancetotheprincipleof
nationalityandawayofrewardinganallyagainsttheenemy.



10.PointtenStatesthat"allpeoplesofAustria-Hungaryweretobeoffered
theopportunityofindependentdevelopment".Austria-Hungarywashither
to(untilthen)madeupofabout13differentraces.Thiswasasuccess
since Britain and France could notdeny democratic governments or
obstructtheprincipleofnationalityinEurope.Betterstill,thedissolutionof
Austria-Hungary and the new independentstates posed no security
problem inEurope.

StressestheevacuationandrestorationofSerbia,Montenegro,Rumania
andanoutlettotheseaforSerbia.Politicalandeconomicindependence
wastobegrantedtoevenotherBalkanstates.Thealliesadoptedthispoint
withthehopeofsettlingthehistoricalandcontentiousissuesthathad
destabilizedEurope.ThiswasfinallyaffectedinthetreatyofSt.German
withAustriaonSept1919.

11.SuggestedthereadjustmentofTurkishterritoriesandbreakingupof
theOttomanEmpire.VariousnationalitiesunderTurkeyweretobegranted
self-governance(independence)whiletheTurkishpopulationwastoform
anindependentTurkey.TheDardanelleswastobeopentoshipsand
merchantsofallnations.WilsonwasnotopposedbyBritainorFrancewho
stoodtobenefitfrom thefreedom ofnavigationandtradewiththenewly
createdstates.ThiswaslaterconcretizedbythetreatyofServesin1920.

12.StatesthatanindependentPolandbecreatedinthoseareassolelyor
"indisputablypolish"andthePolishstatehadtobegrantedafreeand
secureaccesstothesea(Adriaticsea).Althoughthiswasnot344%
opposedbythealliedpowers,thereissufficientevidencetojustifythatthe
createdPolandof1919wasneither"indisputably"Polishinpopulationnor
heraccesstotheseawaswithoutterritorialdispute.

BothdecisionsincorporatedandviolatedGermany'sterritory.Thisexplains
whyGermanyinvadedPolandin1939tobegintheSecondWorldWar.

13.Providesthataninternationalorganizationbeformedtoguaranteethe
independenceofallstatesbothgreatandsmall.Thisgaverisetothe
LeagueofNationswhoserolewasveryinstrumentalinmaintainingWorld
peaceupto1939.

Ifthe14pointswerefollowed,Europewouldhavehadpeaceafter1918.
Butasnotedabove,thesepointswereviolated.GeorgeClemenceauthe
ageingpremierwhowasnearly80yearsdismissedthe14pointscynically
callingit"Thefourteen(14)commandments"addingacontrastthat"The
goodLordhadonlyten,"heemphasizedthefactthat"GodgaveusTen



Commandments,webrokethem,Wilsongaveus14,weshallsee",

GeorgeClemenceauhadexcessivehatredforGermanyandtheGermans.
HehadtwiceseenGermaninvasionofFranceduringhislifetimeandnever
wishedtoseeFranceattackedforthethirdtimebyGermany.Hetherefore
prayedforthedestructionofGermanyinordertoavoidhumiliationof
France byGermanylike in the Franco-Prussian warof1870 -1871.
AlthoughLloydGeorgeadmiredandvaluedWilson's14points,hecouldnot
supporthim (Wilson)sincetheEnglishpeoplehadalotofnegativefeelings
towardsGermany.Georgehimselfhadjustwonanelectionwithapromise
to'HangtheKaiserandmakeGermanypay'.Theseinfluencedhim to
supportGeorgeClemenceauduringtheconference.Thus,thedifferencein
opinion between Woodrow Wilson on one hand,George Lloyd and
Clemenceauontheotherhandhadalotofinfluenceonthefinaltermsof
theVersaillestreatyof1919.Inotherwords,LloydGeorgeandClemenceau
outcompeted Woodrow Wilson which madetheVersaillestreatyvery
unrealisticinresolvingthepost-warproblems.

THETERMS/PROVISIONSOFTHEVERSAILLESTREATY

ThetermsofthetreatyofVersailleswaswritteninadocumentthat
consisted of15 partswith440 articlesand otherannexes.Themost
significanttermsofthetreatywere;

1)Thewarguiltclause(article231),entirelyblamedGermanyforthe
outbreakoftheWorldwarone.Bythisprovision,Germanywasforcedto
acceptherownresponsibilityandthoseofheralliesforallthelossesand
damagesincurredbythealliedandassociatedgovernmentsplustheir
nationalsinthewar.

2)Thereparationclause(article232),subjectedGermanytotheheaviest
warindemnityinthehistoryoftheworld.Areparationcommissionwas
establishedtofixthefinalsum thatGermanywastopaytocompensate
thealliedandassociatedpowersforthedirectandindirectlossesincurred
inthewar.Indirectlossesincludedpensionsforwarwidowsandorphans.
AfteralotofargumentsandnegotiationswithGermany,thecommission
on27̂''April1921dictated6,600millionpoundsor34533,000million
dollarsasthefinalreparationsanddraftedascheduleofrepayments.
Paymentswasalsotobepaidincashandintangiblecommoditieslikecoal,
chemicals,dyes,cattle,ships,timberetc.ItwasalsoprovidedthatGermany
loosestheCoalmineoftheSaarvalleytoFrancetocompensatethe



destroyedCoalminesintheNorthofFrance.

3)ThedisarmamentclausereducedtheGermanarmyto100,000menand
thenavyto15,000menarmedwithonly6battlesships,6Lightcruisers,12
destroyers and 12 torpedo boats.She was to destroy her tanks,
submarinesandheavyartilleries.Germanywasnottohaveanymilitary,
navalorairforces.Importsandexportsofwarmaterialswerebannedin
Germany.Navaltrainingandconscriptionwerealsoprohibited.Theallies
were duty bound to appointcommissioners to ensure thatGermany
faithfullyimplementsthedisarmamentclause.Article160oftheVersailles

treatystatedthat;byadatenotlaterthan31stmarch1920,theGerman
armymustnotconsistofmorethan7(seven)divisionsofinfantryand
3(three)ofCavalryi.e.notmorethan100,000men.

TheRhinelandwasdemilitarizedandnomilitaryforcewastobemaintained
inthatarea.TheHitherto(untilthen)existingfortificationsandharborsin
theRhinelands,HelgolandislandandDunewastobedemolished.Germany
waswarnedagainsthavingmilitarybasesontheSouthwest,Eastand
Rhinelandsincesuchwouldjeopardizethesecurityofherneighbours,e.g.
Poland,FranceandCzechoslovakia.



4)The territorialclause made a lotofadjustments on the territorial
alignments (boundaries)ofEurope in favourofotherpowers against
Germany.AlsaceandLorraineweregivenbacktoFrance,Eupen,Moresnet
andMalmedytoBelgium,SchleswigtoDenmark,SaarCoalfieldtoFrance
untilthe1935referendum overturnedthedecision,MammeltoLithuania,
WestPrussiaandPosen(toPolandtoprovideheraccesstotheseaviaa
corridoroflandthatpassedthroughGermany),Danzig;apredominantly
GermantownandthemainportofWestPrussiawasmadeafreecity
undertheadministrationoftheLeagueofNations,Germanyagreedto
cancelthetreatiesofBrest-LitovskandBucharestandsurrendercontrol
overEstonia,LatviaandLithuaniathatweregivenindependence.

5)ThedecolonizationclausedispossessedGermanyofallheroverseas
colonies.HercoloniesweretakenoverbytheLeagueofNations.Article
119oftheVersaillestreatystatedthat;Germanyrenouncesinfavourofthe
principlealliedandassociatedpowersallherrightsandtitlesoverher
overseas possessions.Consequently,Tanganyika and Cameroon were
giventoBritain,GermanSouthWestAfrica(Namibia)totheRepublicof
SouthAfrica,TogotoFrance,RwandatoBelgium etc.Germanywasalso
forcedtorecognizethecompleteindependenceandfullsovereigntyof
Belgium,Poland,Czechoslovakia and Austria.The victorious powers
reservedtherighttoretainandliquidateallproperty,rightsandinterestsof
GermannationalsorcompaniesabroadandtheGermangovernmentwas
requiredtopaycompensationtothem,ftwasthroughthisarrangement
thatGermanyforfeitedherpropertyandinvestmentsinBulgaria,Turkey,
Morocco,Liberia,Egyptetc.

6)Germanywasorderedtoreturntheflags,worksofartandtrophiesthat
werelootedfrom FranceintheFranco-Prussianwarof1870-1871.Shewas
also to compensate the UniversityofLouvan forherdocuments and
manuscriptsthatwerevandalized/destroyedin1871.SultanMkwawa's
skullwasalsotobegiventoEngland.

7)InternationalwaterssuchastheElba,Danube,RiverNiemen,BalticSea,
Med.Seaetcweredeclaredneutralandfreetoallshipsofallnations.The
Kielcamalwasalsoopenedtoallnations.

Goodsfrom alliednationsweretobegivenfavourabletreatmentonthe
Germanrailwaylines.

KaiserWilliam U,theGermanemperorwastobetriedbyatribunalandwas

tobepunishedaccordinglywhichmostlikelywastobedeathsentence.



However,thiswasimpossiblebecausetheNetherlandsgovernmentrefused

tohandhim overtothealliesforthetrial

ToensurethattheaboveclauseswereimplementedtheGermanterritory
westoftheRhine,togetherwiththebridgeheadsweretobeoccupiedby
theallied troopsforaperiod ofI5 years.Thisoccupationwasto be
prolongedincaseofanydefiance/misbehaviorfrom Germany.Itshouldbe
notedthatGermany'sbehaviorwasgoodandallthetroopswereeventually
withdrawnby1930.



VERSAILLESPEACETREATYWITHGERMANY1919

VersaillespeacetreatywassignedbetweenGermanyandthealliedand
associatedpowersaftertheendofWorldwar1on28thJune1919.Itwas
signedatthePalaceofVersaillesintheHallofMirrorsinFranceunderthe
chairmanshipoftheFrenchpresidentGeorgeClemenceau.Othermajor
decisionmakerswereWoodrowWilsonofUSA,LIoydGeorgeofBritain,
VittoroOrlandofItaly.Itwasthemostimportantofallthetreatiessigned
withdefeatedpowersandgreatlyaffectedEuropeanaffairsintheinterwar
period.TothevastGermans,theVersaillestreatywasthemostvicious
documentinthehistoryofmankind.

Thetermsofthetreatyincluded

 ThesurrenderofallGermancoloniesasLeagueofNationsmandates
i.e.themandatesystem allowedBritaintotakeoverTanganyika,parts
ofTogoland,Cameroons,FrancetotakeovermostofTogoland,and
theCameroonsandSouthAfricatoacquireNamibia,NewZealand
tookcontrolofWesternSamoa.

 GermanylostterritoryinEuropee.g.AlsaceandLorrainetoFrance,
Eupen,MoresnetandMalmedytoBelgium,MemeltoLithuania,
NorthernSchleswigtoDenmark,WestPrussiatoPoland,andUpper
SilesiawithitsheavyindustryinitiallylosttoPoland,Hutchinsto
Czechoslovakia.

 Germanywasdisarmedi.e.itwasallowedtohaveasmallarmyof
100,000soldiers,6navalships,notanks,noairforce,nosubmarines,
theGermanyGeneralstaffwasabolished.

 Rhinelandwasdemilitarized.Nomilitaryforcewastobemaintainedin
thatareaandmilitaryactivitieswereforbidden.NoGermansoldiersor
weaponswereallowedthere,noGermantroopswereallowedwithin
50kilometersoftheRiverRhine.

 Theunion/AnschlussofAustriaandGermanyintoasingleGerman
speakingnation,wasforbiddeninanattempttokeepGermany’s
economicpotentialtoaminimum.Germanywascompelledto
acknowledgeandrespecttheindependenceofAustria.

 Eventhoughtheoriginsofthewarcouldhardlybelaidatfeetofonly
thestate,Germanywasassignedblameforthewarandwas



compelledtoacceptexplicitresponsibilityforAlliedlossesinthewar.
Germanywasforcedtoacceptcompletedblame/fullresponsibilityfor
startingWorldWar1(warguiltclause)

 Germanyhadtopay6,600millionpoundsfordamagescausedby
WorldWar1(reparations)especiallytoFrance,Belgium,Italy,
Luxembourgandotheralliedpowers.

 Thefirst26clausesofthetreatydealtwiththeestablishmentofthe
LeagueofNationsasabodytokeepworldpeace.However,Germany
wasforbiddentojointheLeagueofNations.

 AlliedarmyofoccupationonWestbankofRhinefor15years.

 TherewasprovisionofthetrialoftheformerKaiserandotherwar
leadersbyatribunalforoffence.

 GermanyhadtoreturntoRussialandtakenintheTreatyofBrest
–Litovsk.Someofthislandwasmadeintonewindependentstates
likeEstonia,Lithuania,Latvia.

 Danzigwastakenawayfrom Germanyandsetupasafreecityunder
theLeagueofNations.Polandwasgivenspecialrightsinthecityof
Danzig.

 Germanywasrequiredtoreturntheflags,trophiesandworksofart
takenfrom FranceintheFranco-Prussianwarof1870-71

 NavigationonElbe,Danube,OderandNiemenriverswas
internationalized.RiverRhinewasputundercontrolofaninternational
commissionandKelcanalwasopenedtoallnations.

TREATYOFST.GERMAINWITHAUSTRIA1919

ThiswassignedbetweenAustriaandtheAlliedpowerson10September
1919.

 AustriarecognizedthecompleteindependenceofHungary,
Czechoslovakia,Poland,andYugoslavia.

 Austrialostmostofthenon-Germanpopulationespeciallytheslaves
tothenewstates.

 AustrialostBohemiaandMoravia(richindustrialprovinceswith10
millionpeople)tothenewstateofCzechoslovakia.



 Austriawasseparatedfrom Hungaryandleftasatinyrepublicin
Europe.

 AustrialostBosniaandHerzegovina,DalmatiatoSerbiawhich
MontenegroformedanewstateofYugoslavia.

 AustrialostSouthTyrol,Trenton,TriestetoItaly

 Austriahadtoreduceitsmilitarycapabilitythroughdisarmamenti.e.
itsarmywasreducedto30,000men.

 TheunionofAustriaandGermanywasforbidden

 Austriahadtopayreparationstothealliedpowersforthedamages
causedduringWorldWar1althoughitbecamebankruptbeforepaying
evenoneinstallment

 ThetreatyleftAustriawithseriouseconomicproblemse.g.Austria
lostmostofitsindustrialwealthtoCzechosloviaandPoland,its
populationreducedfrom 22millionto6.5millionpeople.

 Theresultanteconomichardshipsprovidedanexcellenteconomic
casetosupportaunionbetweenAustriaandGermany.

TREATYOFNEUILLYWITHBULGARIA1919

ThistreatywassignedbetweenBulgariaandthealliedpowerson27th

November1919

 BulgarialostterritorytoGreece,YugoslaviaandRomaniahence
aboutamillionBulgarscameunderforeigngovernments.

 Bulgaria’smilitarycapabilitywasreduced.

 Ithadtopayreparationstothealliedpowersforthedamages
causedduringthewar.

TREATYOFTRIANONWITHHUNGARY1920

ThetreatywassignedbetweenHungaryandthealliedpowerson4thJune
1920.

 Hungarylostitsnon-Magyrpopulation.

 HungarylostSlovakiaandRutheniatoanewstateof



Czechoslovakia.

 HungarylostCroatiaandSloveniatoYugoslavia.

 Hungary’smilitarycapabilitywasreducedi.eitsarmywasreduced
to35,000men

 Hungaryhadtopaywarreparationstoalliedpowersalthoughthe
amountwasneverset.

 ThetreatyleftHungarywithseriouseconomicproblems.Hungary’s
populationreducedfrom 21millionto7.5millionandsomeofher
richestagriculturallandwaslosttoRomania.

TREATYOFSERVESWITHTURKEY1920

ThetreatyofSevreswassignedon10thAugust1920betweenTurkeyand
thealliedpowers.

 TurkeylostmostofherlandinEuropesuchasAegeanislands,
SmyrnatoGreece,AdaliaandRhodestoItaly.

 Syria,LebanonbecameFrenchmandates,Palestine,Iraq,
TransjordanbecameBritishmandates.

 NavigationonDardenellesandBosphoruswasinternationalized.

 However,thelossofsomuchterritorytoGreeceledtoriseof
Turkishnationalism ledbyMustafaKemalandrejectedthetreaty.
ThetreatywasrevisedbytheTreatyofLausannein1923.

AIMSANDOBJECTIVESOFTHEVERSAILLESPEACEMAKERS

1.To re-organizeEuropeforthepurposeofmaintaining world peace,
securityandstability.

2.ToredrawthemapofEuropeandrestorethebalanceofpower.Thiswas
becauseGermanaggressionhaddestroyedthebalanceofpowertoher
advantage.

3.Tomapoutstrategiesthatwouldpreservetheterritorialintegrityand
independence ofcountries in Europe.This was because violation of



territorialintegrityandindependenceofstateshadledtopoordiplomatic
relationsandtheoutbreakofWorldWarI.

4.ToreconcilethewarringpowersofWorldWarImostespeciallyGermany
althoughheraggressionwastobecheckedforsometime.

5.Tofreethedifferentracesdominatedbythecentralpowers(Germany
andherallies).

6.Disarm boththevictoranddefeatedpowerssincearmsracehadpartly
causedthedisasterof1914to1918.

7.To recognize the principle ofnationalism and self-determination by
giving independence to the oppressed nations.This was because
nationalism hadprimarilybeenresponsiblefortheoutbreakoftheFirst
WorldWar.

8.ThevictoriouspowersmostespeciallyFrance,wantedtopermanently
destroyGermanyplusheralliesinordertosafeguardthemselvesagainst
Germanaggressionthathadcausedthe1870-1871warandthe1914-
1918war.

ACHIEVEMENTSOFTHEVERSAILLESPEACETREATYOF1919

1.ThetreatyconcludedtheFirstWorldWarandcreatedsomerelative
peaceinEurope.AtVersailles,

Germanyandhercohorts(allies)wereforcedtodenouncewarandaccept
defeat.The terms of the treaty e.g.disarmamentand reparations
weakenedGermanyandherallieswhichsafeguardedEuropeandmankind
from war.Thisiswhytherewasaperiodofrelativepeaceuptothe
outbreakofWorldWar11in1939.

2.ItbroughtdiplomaticunderstandingthathadfailedinEuropebeforeand
duringtheFirstWorldWar.

Collectivedecisionsweremadeoninternationalissuesasopposedtothe
pre-1914ideaofeverynationforitselfandGodforusall.Althoughthe
treatywasun-realisticto thedefeatedpowers,itneverthelessbrought
together the formerly divided Europe before 1914 to a roundtable
settlementasasteptowardsglobalco-operation.



3.The neutrality ofallimportantwaterbodies was guaranteed.For
instance,theDardanelles(mouthoftheBalticSea)thatwasanareaof
economicconflictwasopento allshipsofailnationsto ensurefree
navigation.The treaty also removed trade barriers,which boosted
internationaltrade.Althoughcountriespursuedthepolicyofprotectionism
whichunderminedfreeinternationaltrade,thetreatyhastobecommended
forushering peacefultradewhich renewed economicco-operation in
Europe.

4.ThetreatyrestoredthebalanceofpowerthathadfavouredGermanyand
Turkeybefore1914.ThesizesofGermanyandTurkeywerereducedby
givingindependencetosomestatestheyhadconqueredpriorto1914.
TheseincludedPoland,Rhinelands,andSaarcoalfieldthatweredetached
from German control.Re union between Germany and Austria was
forbiddenasastrategyofweakeningGermanyandmakingithardforher
todominateotherpowers.

5.TheVersaillessettlementmadesometerritorialreadjustments.France
regainedAlsaceandLorrainethatweremainlyinhabitedbyFrenchmenbut
forcefullyannexedbyGermanyin1871.DenmarkalsorecoveredSchleswig,
whichshehadlostinthe1864warwithPrussia.Germanylosthercolonies
inEuropeandAfrica,whichweregiventomainlyBritainandFrance.This
weakenedGermanyandmadeherunabletorevengeintheshortrunwhile
itwasfairtoFrancethatwasunfairlytreatedbyGermanyinthe1871
Frankfurttreaty.

6.Independence was given to smallerstates thatwere mainly under
Turkish and Austrian empire.These included Poland,Iraq,Kuwait,
YugoslaviaandCzechoslovakia.ThiswastheactualcollapseoftheTurkish
andAustrianempires.ThegreatpowersevacuatedSerbia,Rumaniaand
Montenegrowhichwerehitherto(untilthen)underforeignrule.This
meantthatthe treaty upheld the principle ofnationalism and self-
determination.AlthoughnationalitiesliketheGermans,Hungariansand
Austriansweresubjectedtoforeignrule,thedegreeofnationalism ignored
wasnotgreaterthanthatoftheViennasettlementof1815.

7.Thetreatyobservedthedemocraticrightsofthesmallernations.They
weregivenfreedom todeterminetheirpoliticaldestiny.Forinstance,a
referendum washeldinUpperSilesiathathadamixtureofGermansand
Poles.60%votedforaunionwithGermanyand40%favouredPoland.They
wereeventuallymadetounitewithGermany.



8.ThetreatywasfairtothelandlockedcountriesofSerbiaandPoland.
Serbiawasgivenfreeaccesstotheseawhichmadehertoprofitably
engageintrade.ThenewlycreatedPolandwasprovidedwithacorridorof
landthatpassedthroughGermanytotheportofDanzigintheBalticSea.
Thisenabledhertoparticipateintradeandgaineconomicstability.

9.The Versaillessettlementcame up with Disarmamentpolicywhich
althoughappliedonlytothedefeatedpowers,helpedinmaintainingworld
peaceforsometime.Thedisarmamentclause;limitedGermanarmyto
100,000,Austriato30,000,Hungaryto35,000andBulgariato20,000.



Germanyandherallieswereforbiddenfrom havingsubmarines,war
planesandcompulsorymilitaryservice.ThedisarmamentofGermany
and herallies safeguarded Europe and the world from German
aggressionforsometime.Germanyinparticularlywouldhavebrought
greaterchaosthanshedidby1939ifshehadnotbeendisarmed.
Besides,thesettlementisalsocreditedforcreatingawareness,in
Europeanhistoryofthedangersofweaponsofmassdestruction.

10.TheVersaillespeacemakersadoptedWoodrowWilson's14point,
whichadvocatedfortheformationofaninternationalorganisationto
maintainpeace.ThisgaverisetotheLeagueofNationsthatmade
significantpolitical,socialandeconomiccontributionstoworldaffairs.

11.Thesettlementmadearrangementsfortheexchangeofprisoners
ofwarandresettlementofdisplacedpersons.Consequently,Germany
releasedthealliedwarprisonersandlikewisethealliedpowers

12.ThetreatyledtotheformationoftheLeagueofNationswithits
headquartersatGenevainSwitzerland,theleaguemaintainedpeace
forover20years,settleddisputesandittriedtosolveproblemsin
Europetheleaguestatedthatallcountrieswereheldresponsiblefor
protecting the independence ofanothercountry.So this helped
countriestoavoidwar andpreservepeaceuntiltheoutbreakof
WorldWarII.

13.ThetreatyalsocontainedtheaggressionofGermanyforsome
time.Itused strictmeasurestowardsGermanylikedisarmament
policy,Germanywasonlyleftwith100,000soldiers,6navalships,no
tanks,noairforce,nosubmarinesandtheRhinelandswerealso
demilitarizedandthisshapedGermanyandstoppedherfrom her
militaristicbehaviors.

14.Thetreatycontainedregulationsonthetreatmentoftheminority
groupswhichtherulingpowerwasrequiredtoobserve.Thismainly
appliedtonewstatesthatcontainedforeignnationalitieslike3million
GermanslivinginSudetenlandinCzechoslovakiawereamongthe
besttreatedminoritiesinEurope.

WEAKNESSESANDFAILURESOFTHEVERSAILLESTREATY

TheideathatWorldWarIwasfoughttoendallwarswasrenderednull
andvoidbytheunrealistictermsoftheVersaillessettlement.The
unfairnessofthetreatytothedefeatedpowerscreatedgreatneedfor
revenge againstthe signatories ofthe settlement.This brought
tensioninEurope,whichclimaxedintheoutbreakofyetanotherWorld
Warin1939justifyingtheview thatthe1919statesmenhadmade



peacewithoutpeace.Theforegoingaretheweaknessesandfailures
oftheVersaillespeacetreaty;

1.ThetreatywasimposedonGermanyandheralliessincethere
wasnoopenandfrankdiscussion.Itwasnotnegotiatedbutdictated
bythevictoriouspowersagainstthedefeatednationsmakingit
unrealisticinanattempttobringaboutreconciliationinEurope.The
treatywasdominatedbyFrance,BritainandUSA,whoworkedhard
to see thatthe defeated powers were permanentlydisabled.It
thereforefailedtocaptureEuropeanpublicopinion.

2. Apartfrom Germanyandherallies,theVersaillesTreatyalsoleft
Italy and Japan dissatisfied. Italy and Japan were poorly
compensatedfortheroletheyplayedintheFirstWorldWar.Orlando
ofItalycomplained ofpoorrewards and leftthe conference in
protest.JapanalsolostinterestandpulledoutbyApril1920dueto
poorcompensation.ThesemadeItalyandJapantojoinGermany
andform theaxisalliance.Thealliancestrengthenedtheirquestfor
revengeandledtoaseriesofaggressionandinstabilityinEurope.

3.Similarly,theVersaillessettlementledtotheriseofdictatorsin
Europe.MussoliniofItaly,HirohitoofJapanandHitlerofGermany
usedtheunfairnessoftheVersaillesTreatyasasteppingstoneto
rise to power.They blamed theirrespective governments for
accepting the unfairterms ofthe settlementand promised a
militaristicapproachtoreversethetermsofthesettlement.This
undermined people'sconfidencein theirgovernmentsand made
them toaccepttheirdictatorship.

4.TheVersaillessettlementsowedseedsfortheoutbreakofthe
SecondWorldWar,Thetermsofthetreatyweretoosevereand
harsh to the defeated powers. The war guilt, reparations,
disarmamentand territorialclauseswere manipulated to punish
Germanyandthusleftherlongingforawarofrevenge.Japanand
ItalywerepoorlycompensatedandthatiswhytheyjoinedGermany
toform theaxisalliance.TheneedtorevengeagainsttheVersailles
settlementwasresponsibleforaseriesofaggressionsbytheaxis
powers,whichculminatedintotheGermaninvasionofPolandand
theSecondWorldWar.

5.TheTreatyofLausanneignoredtheplightofArmenianChristians



whohadforlongsufferedfrom Turkey'soppression,exploitationand
persecution.DuringthecourseofWorldWarI,Britainpromisedto
liberateArmeniafrom Turkey'srule.However,thiswasnotincluded
inthetreatyofLausanneof1923withTurkey.TheArmenianswere
leftatthemercyoftheTurkswhocontinuedtooppress,exploitand
persecutethem morethanbeforethesettlement.

6.The Versailles settlementfragmented Europe by creating weak
statesthatbecamevulnerableto aggression.Itcreated 7 more
statesoutof19thathadexistedinEuropepriorto1919.These
included smallerstates like Poland,Serbia,Czechoslovakia and
Sloveniathatweresoweakeconomicallyandmilitarily.Theycould
notsustain theireconomies and defend themselves from axis
aggressions.The vulnerabilityofthese states partlygave Hitler
moraletoconquerthem oneaftertheother,whichcreatedtension
andinstabilityinEurope.

7.Article231ofthewarguiltclausewasveryunrealisticasitentirely
blamedGermanyforcausingtheFirstWorldWar.Itsays;

ThealliedandassociatedGovernmentsaffirm andGermanyaccepts
theresponsibilityofGermanyandheralliesforcausingallthelosses
anddamagestowhichthealliedandassociatedgovernmentsand
theirnationalshavebeensubjectedasaconsequenceofthewar
imposeduponthem bytheaggressionofGermanyandherallies.

It'struethatGermanywasthemostnotorioustroublecauserwho
contributedtotheFirstWorldWar,yetit'sevenmoretruethatallthose
who participated in thewarsharesomedegreeofresponsibility.
BlamingandcondemningGermanyalonewasunrealisticwhichleft
Germanyonalookoutforrevenge.Actually,Hitler'sdeterminationto
destroythewarguiltclausecontributedtotheoutbreakoftheSecond
WorldWar.

8.AlthoughtheVersaillessettlementimposedaheavywarindemnity
onGermany,itfailedtoensureeffectivepaymentsofthereparations.
Byarticle232,Germanywastopayastaggeringsum of£6,600
millionaswarreparations.Thiswasahugechunkofmoneythatcould
notbepaidbyanysinglenation.Worstofall,Germanywasdeniedthe
meansaswellastheresourcesfrom herindustriesandcolonies,
whichwere"looted"bytheVersailles"bigshots".Consequentlyit
becameimpossibleforGermanytopaythewholereparationsand



Germany repudiated (refused to pay) from 1920's.Even when
Germanyrepudiated,therewasnoattemptbythepeacemakersto
forceGermanytocompletethepayments.

9.TheVersaillespeacemakersfailedtoenforcegeneraldisarmament
assuggestedbyPresidentWoodrowWilsoninhis14points.Germany
wasproperlydisarmedandleftwithonly100,000soldiersjustto
maintain law and order".As Germany was being disarmed,the
victoriouspowerswerearmingthemselvestotheteeth.Thiswas
exploitedbyHitlertore-arm Germanywhichresurrectedthearmsrace
andledtoWorldWarII.

Theterritorialarrangementofthesettlementignoredtheprincipleof
nationalism justlike the Vienna settlementof1815.2.5 million
GermansweredishedouttoPoland,3milliontoCzechoslovakiaand2
milliontoYugoslavia.ThisiswhatlaterforcedHitlertoinvadeAustria,
CzechoslovakiaandPolandinordertoliberatetheGermanswhowere
subjectedtoforeignrulebytheVersaillessettlement.Thisledtothe
GermaninvasionofPolandthatsparkedofftheSecondWorldWarin
1939justifyinghow unrealisticthetreatywasinbringingabouta
lastingpeaceinEurope.

8.TheVersaillessettlementsowedseedsfortheoutbreakofthe
SecondWorldWar,Thetermsofthetreatyweretoosevereand
harsh to the defeated powers. The war guilt, reparations,
disarmamentand territorialclauseswere manipulated to punish
Germanyandthusleftherlongingforawarofrevenge.Japanand
ItalywerepoorlycompensatedandthatiswhytheyjoinedGermany
toform theaxisalliance.TheneedtorevengeagainsttheVersailles
settlementwasresponsibleforaseriesofaggressionsbytheaxis
powers,whichculminatedintotheGermaninvasionofPolandand
theSecondWorldWar.

9.TheTreatyofLausanneignoredtheplightofArmenianChristians
whohadforlongsufferedfrom Turkey'soppression,exploitationand
persecution.DuringthecourseofWorldWarI,Britainpromisedto
liberateArmeniafrom Turkey'srule.However,thiswasnotincluded
inthetreatyofLausanneof1923withTurkey.TheArmenianswere
leftatthemercyoftheTurkswhocontinuedtooppress,exploitand
persecutethem morethanbeforethesettlement.

10. TheVersaillessettlementfragmentedEuropebycreatingweak
statesthatbecamevulnerableto aggression.Itcreated 7 more
statesoutof19thathadexistedinEuropepriorto1919.These
included smallerstates like Poland,Serbia,Czechoslovakia and



Sloveniathatweresoweakeconomicallyandmilitarily.Theycould
notsustain theireconomies and defend themselves from axis
aggressions.The vulnerabilityofthese states partlygave Hitler
moraletoconquerthem oneaftertheother,whichcreatedtension
andinstabilityinEurope.

11. Article231ofthewarguiltclausewasveryunrealisticasit
entirelyblamedGermanyforcausingtheFirstWorldWar.Itsays;

ThealliedandassociatedGovernmentsaffirm andGermanyaccepts
theresponsibilityofGermanyandheralliesforcausingallthelosses
anddamagestowhichthealliedandassociatedgovernmentsand
theirnationalshavebeensubjectedasaconsequenceofthewar
imposeduponthem bytheaggressionofGermanyandherallies.

It'struethatGermanywasthemostnotorioustroublecauserwho
contributedtotheFirstWorldWar,yetit'sevenmoretruethatallthose
who participated in thewarsharesomedegreeofresponsibility.
BlamingandcondemningGermanyalonewasunrealisticwhichleft
Germanyonalookoutforrevenge.Actually,Hitler'sdeterminationto
destroythewarguiltclausecontributedtotheoutbreakoftheSecond
WorldWar.

10. Although the Versailles settlement imposed a heavy war
indemnityonGermany,itfailedtoensureeffectivepaymentsofthe
reparations.Byarticle232,Germanywastopayastaggeringsum of
£6,600millionaswarreparations.Thiswasahugechunkofmoney
thatcouldnotbepaidbyanysinglenation.Worstofall,Germanywas
deniedthemeansaswellastheresourcesfrom herindustriesand
colonies, which were "looted" by the Versailles "big shots".
ConsequentlyitbecameimpossibleforGermanytopaythewhole
reparationsandGermanyrepudiated(refusedtopay)from 1920's.
EvenwhenGermanyrepudiated,therewasnoattemptbythepeace
makerstoforceGermanytocompletethepayments.

11. The Versailles peacemakers failed to enforce general
disarmamentassuggestedbyPresidentWoodrow Wilsoninhis14
points.Germanywasproperlydisarmedandleftwithonly100,000
soldiersjustto maintain law and order".AsGermanywasbeing
disarmed,thevictoriouspowerswerearmingthemselvestotheteeth.
ThiswasexploitedbyHitlertore-arm Germanywhichresurrectedthe
armsraceandledtoWorldWarII.



Theterritorialarrangementofthesettlementignoredtheprincipleof
nationalism justlike the Vienna settlementof1815.2.5 million
GermansweredishedouttoPoland,3milliontoCzechoslovakiaand2
milliontoYugoslavia.ThisiswhatlaterforcedHitlertoinvadeAustria,
CzechoslovakiaandPolandinordertoliberatetheGermanswhowere
subjectedtoforeignrulebytheVersaillessettlement.Thisledtothe
GermaninvasionofPolandthatsparkedofftheSecondWorldWarin
1939justifyinghow unrealisticthetreatywasinbringingabouta
lastingpeaceinEurope.

12.BysubjectingGermancoloniestobecontrolledbythevictorious
powers,theVersaillespeacemakersweretoosevereandunrealistic.
ThealliestookadvantageofthedefeatofGermanyandheralliesto
takeovertheircoloniesandexpandtheirterritories.Forinstance,
Britain expanded from Uganda and Kenya to Tanzania thatwas
formerlyaGermanterritorybefore1919.Thiswasalsotocripple
Germany militarily, economically and diplomatically. By this
arrangement,the allied powers exhibited a high degree ofself-
aggrandizement.

13.Thecontrastingideasoftheleadingstatesmenwereaserious
weaknessthatmadetheVersaillestreatyunrealistic.Clemenceau
wantedtopermanentlyweakenGermanysothatshedoesnottamper
withFrance'speaceandsecurityanymore,LloydGeorgewasbenton
annexingGermancoloniestostrengthenBritishoverseasinfluence
andtrade.GeneralOrlandowantedtogetthepromisesthatmadehim
toassistthetripleententeagainstthetriplealliance.WoodrowWilson
wantedjusticeextendedtothedefeatedpowersinordertobring
reconciliation and promote world trade.This selfinterestled to
severaldisagreementsthatmadetheVersaillesconferencetotake
fouryearsjustlikethewaritself.TheVersaillespeacemakerswasted
alotoftimeduetodisagreementsoverthefateofthedefeated
powers.ThefirsttreatyoftheVersaillessettlementwassignedon28
June1919withGermanybutthelasttreatywassignedaslateas
August1923.Thiswasequivalenttothefouryearsinwhichthewar
wasfought.

14.AlthoughtheVersaillessettlementgaveriseto theLeagueof
Nations,itneverthelesslaidaveryweakfoundationfortheleagueasa
peacemakingbody.Theleaguewasdominatedbythealliedpowers
from the beginning to the end.Besides,the settlementnever
consideredandhenceprovidedtheLeagueofNationswithanarmy.



ThismadetheLeagueofNationstorelyonsanctionswhichproved
uselessagainstNazisandFascistaggressionsofthel930's.

The settlementalso neglected the defeated and neutralpowers.
Russiawasexcludedsimplybecauseshehadadoptedcommunism
duringthe1917revolution.Germanyandherallieswerealsonotpart
ofit,althoughthesepowerswerelateradmittedintheleague,they
attached little importance to itand by1939 mostofthem had
withdrawntheirmembershipleavingitweak.

15.ThetimeinwhichthetreatywithGermanywassigned(1919)

coincided with, the fifth (5th) anniversary of the Sarajevo
assassination.Itwason28thJune1919exactly5yearsfrom the
murderofFranzFerdinandandhiswife.ThismadeGermanyvery
bitterbecause itgave an impression thatshe was being held
responsible for the assassination. Secondly, it was hurriedly
concluded withouta properassessmentofthe realcauses and
causersofthewar.Thirdly,1919waswhenemotionsandthequest
forrevenge were too high to guarantee justice in favourofthe
defeatedpowers.

16.The venue ofthe settlementmeantthatjustice could notbe
extendedtothedefeatednationsmostespeciallyGermany.Germany
was forced to sign the dictated treatyin the hallofmirrors at
VersailleswhichwastheveryhallwheretheGermanempirewas
proclaimed in 1871.Thehallportrayed theexistenceofaunited
German empire. It was therefore a great humiliation and a
psychologicaltorturetoGermanyforthealliestoforcehertosignthe
dictatedtreatyinthehallofmirrors.

17.ThevenueofthesettlementmadetheFrenchPremier,George
Clemenceautobecomethechairmanoftheconference.Thisgave
him anopportunitytohavealotofinfluenceonthefinalverdictofthe
settlement.ThiswasveryunfortunatebecauseFrancewasahistorical
enemyofGermany.

ClemenceauhimselfhadwitnessedtheGermaninvasionofFrancein
1871 and 1914.Hethereforeused hisposition to totallydestroy
Germany'smilitarymightinordertoavoidyetanotherinvasionfrom
Germany.

18.TheVersaillespeacemakersfailedtoimplementtheclausethat
demandedforthetrial(bytribunal)ofGermanex-emperorKaiser
William 11andotherwarcriminals.Thiswasnotaffectedbecausethe
governmentofNetherlandsrefusedtohandoverKaiserWilliam tothe



alliesfortrial.Onlyadozenofinsignificantwarcriminalsweretried
andpunishedlightly.Themostwantedoneswerenowheretobeseen.

19.Thesettlementcreatedaweakleagueofnations,itfailedto
effectivelyhandleinternationalissuesandproblems.Ithadnosource
offundsfrom wheretogetthemoneytorundifferentissues.Ithadno
provisionfortheformationofajointnavyandarmytodealwith
aggressorshencebecomingafailure.

20.ThechairmanshipofGeorgeClemenceauwasalsounfair,hewas
comingfrom FrancewhichwasanenemycountrytoGermanyever
sinceFranco-Prussianwar,heinfluencedthedelegatestoimposevery
harshpunishmentstoGermanyandthiswasintendedtoweakenher
financiallyandmilitarilyheinfluencedalltheoutcomesofthepeace
treatywhichwereunfair.

21.ThetreatyalsoseemedtohavebeenanAnglo–Frenchaffair,
sinceitwasdominatedbytheFrenchandtheBritish,thisexplainswhy
Italy,Japan,Germanyandothernationsopposedthetreatyleadingto
itsfailure.

22.ItleftUSAisolatedwhichmadethetreatyunfairUSArefusedto
ratify,guaranteethepeacesettlementandsupportit.USA isolated
itselffrom thesuperpowersandEuropeanaffairsandrefusedtoput
initsresourcestoguaranteepeaceinEurope

INWHATWAYSDIDGERMANYVIOLATETHEVERSAILLESPEACE
TREATY

Theharshnessofthetreatycausedalotofresentmentandhatredin

Germanythatmadeanotherwarmorelikely.HitlerandtheNaziparty

madeitabsolutelyclearthroughoutthe1920’sthattheywouldsmash

thehatedDiktatofVersaillesiftheyevergainedpower.From 1933,

whentheyattainedpower,theybegunbitbybittobreaktheconditions

andrestrictionsofthetreatyimposedatVersailles.

 In1933,Germanceasedpayingthereparationsimposedbythe
Versaillestreaty.TheGermanacceptanceoffullresponsibilityfor
theoutbreakofWorldWar1madethem liabletopayreparations
tothealliedpowers.However,afterHitler’srisetopower,German
stoppedpayingthereparations.



 Germany’sinterferenceintheinternalaffairsofAustriawasa
violationoftheVersaillestreaty.In1934,Hitlerinspiredacoup
againsttheAustrianchancellorDollfuswhowasmurderedbythe
AustrianNazis.

 TheVersaillestreatysaidthatthegreatGermangeneralstaff
shouldbeabolished.However,itwasneverdisbandedasGerman
maintaineditinadisguisedfashion.

 Germany violated the military navaland airclauses ofthe
Versaillestreaty.TheGermanarmedforcesengagedinsecret
rearmamentevenbeforetheNazitakeoverofpower.From 1935,
Germanstartedtobuildanairforceandmassiverearmament
programs.Bytheendof1934,theGermanshad21largeship
(includingbattleships,cruiseranddestroyers),47U-boats(sub
marrines),alargeairforceofover2000aircrafts.

 InJune1935,HitlerenteredintoanavalagreementwithBritainby
whichGermanwastolimitthesizeofhernavyto35% ofthe
strength oftheBritish navy.Thisagreementwasagainstthe
provisionsofthetreatyofVersailleswhichrequiredGermanto
maintainamuchsmallernavyforcethanthatallowedbytheAnglo
-Germanagreement.

 HitlerincreasedthesizeoftheGermanarmedforceswhichwasa
majorbreachoftheVersaillestreaty.Bytheendof1938,German
hadanarmyof15divisionswithabout800,000soldiersintotal.
ThiswasindefianceofthetreatyofVersailleswhichhadreduced
theGermansoldierstoonly100,000soldiers.

 Hitlerremilitarized theRhineland contraryto thetermsofthe
treaty.On7thMarch1936,indefianceofthetreaty,Germantroops
matchedintotheRhineland.DemilitarizationofRhinelandsin
1919 wasconsidered essentialforthesafetyand securityof
FranceandBritain

CONSEQUENCES/EFFECTSOFTHEVERSAILLESTREATYON



GERMANY

TheVersaillestreatyof1919thatGermanywasforcedtosignisone
ofthemostunrealistictreatiesthathaveeverexistedinthehistoryof
mankind.Thetermswerecarefullyandskillfullymanipulatedtopunish
Germanyplusheralliesandrewardthevictoriouspowers.Ittherefore
had negative impact on the social,economical and political
developmentsofGermany.ThisiswhatmadeGermanytorejectthe
Versaillestreatyinthelateryearswhichobjectionwasjustifiedbasing
ontheunrealistictermsofthesettlement.

i)TheVersaillesframers/makersforcedGermanytorenouncewar
andacceptdefeat.ThiswasdonebytheWeimerRepublicthatwas
hurriedlysetupaftertheabdicationofthetroublesomeKaiserWilliam
II.However,thismadetheWeimerRepublicunpopulartothemajority
ofthe Germans led by Hitlerwho blamed the governmentfor
acceptingtheVersaillessettlement.

ii)The reparations which Germany was forced to pay crippled
Germany'seconomyandledtothegreateconomicdepressionof
1929-1933inEurope.ItleftGermanytoopoortofightunemployment,
inflationandpoverty.ThisiswhyGermanyhadtheworstinflationin
thehistoryoftheworldbetween1930-1933.

iii)Germanywas weakened militarilybythe settlement.She was
disarmedandallowedtomaintainanarmyof100,000justtomaintain
law and order.This leftthe WeimerRepublic weak since even
the100,000troopscouldnotmaintainlawandorderintimeofpolitical
disturbance.The100,000soldierscouldnotevendefendtheterritorial
integrityandindependenceofthegovernment.

iv)GermanywasdeprivedofhercoloniesinAfricaandEurope.They
weregiventoBritain,France,Belgium,Austria,JapanandSouthAfrica
as mandate slates.This undermined Germany's externaltrade
opportunitieswhichwouldhavestrengthenedGermany'seconomy.

v)GermanywasforcedtohandbackSchleswigtoDenmarkwhichshe
hadforcefullyannexed(from Denmark)in1864.Shewasalsoforced
to give back to France the mineralized provinces ofAlsace and
Lorraine.ThisseriouslyaffectedGermany'seconomicrecoverysince
these territories were the richestin minerals e.g.iron and coal
deposits.

ThesettlementscatteredtheGermansunderthenewlycreatedstates.
Forexample,2.5millionGermansweregiventoPoland,3millionto



Czechoslovakiaand2milliontoYugoslavia.ThenewstateofPoland
wasprovidedwithacorridorthatpassedthroughGermanytotheport
ofDanzigintheBalticSea.ThiscreatedrestlessnessintheGermans
whowereonlyliberatedbyHitler'saggressiveforeignpolicy.

vi)ThetreatydemilitarizedtheRhinelands.Germanywasforbidden
from maintaininganarmyandconstructingfortsonthebanksofthe
Rhine.ThefortificationsthatGermanyhaddoneweredestroyed.This
made itveryhard forthe Germansto maneuverand invade her
neighborsinherquestforrevenge.

NB.ThealliedtroopsweretooccupytheRhinelandsfor15years.

vii) GermanywasforcedtocancelthetreatiesofBrest-Litovskand
BucharestsignedwithRussiaandRumaniarespectively.Bythetreaty
ofBrestLitovsk,RussiahadsurrenderedtoGermanywesternpartof
herterritorythatincludedEstonia,Latvia,LithuaniaandPoland.These
werethewealthiestpartofRussiathatGermanywasforcedtohand
backtoher.

viii)TheVersaillestreatyof1919contributedtopoliticalinstabilityin
Germany.The WeimerRepublican leaders who accepted itwere
denouncedbytheGermansforsigningtheunrealistictreaty.This
createdinternaloppositiontothegovernment,whichmadeitunstable
uptowhenitcollapsedin1934.

HitlerandNazism exploitedthesecircumstancestorisetopowerby
1934.

REASONSWHYTHEGERMANSREJECTEDTHEVERSAILES
SETTLEMENT

Hints

NB.For details refer to the earlier notes most especially on
weaknessesorfailuresofthetreatyasfarasGermanywasconcerned
orelselookinthepreviousnotesonthenegativeconsequencesofthe
treatyonGermany
i.e.whytheyrejecteditwithtime.

i)ThetreatywasdictatedandGermanywasforcedtosign.Therewas
nodiscussionwhichcouldhavegiventheGermansthechancetoair
theirviews.

ii)Germanytotallyopposedthewarguiltclause,whichputthewhole



blamefortheoutbreakofthewaronher(Article231).Thiswas
injusticeofthehighestmagnitudesinceallthosepowersthatfought
inthewarwereguiltyhenceGermanyhadtorejectthetreaty.

iii)Thereparationof£6,600millionwasimpossibletopaysinceno
singlecountrycouldpayforthedestructionscausedbythewar.The
BritisheconomicadvisorJ.N.K'sargumentthatitshouldbe£2,000
millionsfellondeafears.Laterinthe1920'stheGermansdefaulted,
refusedtocontinuepayingthereparationandnoonefolloweditup.

iv)DisarmamentwasrestrictedtoonlyGermanyyetdisarmamentwas
tobegeneral.Worstofall,otherpowerswerebusyarmingthemselves.
Germanywasthereforelefthelplessamidsthostileandaggressive
neighbors.ThiswaswhyHitlerstarted re-arming Germanyhence
rejectingthedisarmamentclauseofthetreaty.

v)LossofterritoriesinEuropeandAfricawasresentedbyGermany.
Forinstance,themineralrichprovincesofAlsaceandLorraineto
France,TanzaniatoBritainandNamibiatoSouthAfrica.Shelosther
markets,sourcesofraw materialsandareasforinvestmenttoher
foes(bitterenemies)whichshecouldnotswallow(accept).

vi)The settlement scattered German nationals by ignoring the
principleofnationalism.Forinstance2.5millionGermansweregiven
toPoland,3milliontoCzechoslovakiaand2milliontoYugoslavia.
ThisexplainswhyHitterlaterinvadedsuchcountriestoliberatethose
GermanshencerejectingthetermsoftheVersaillestreaty.

vii)The Germans complained thattheywere tricked to surrender
basedonPresidentWilson's14points.

Theyclaimedthatthe14pointswasaswindlesincemanyofthe
termsofthetreatyviolatedit.

However,thiswasnotjustifiablebecausethe14pointsofWilsonhad
neverbeenofficiallyacceptedbythepeacemakersandtheGermans
hadevenignoreditearlyin1918whentherewerestillchancesof
success.Moreover,WilsonhadevenaddedthatGermanyshouldpay
forallthedamagesandshouldbecompletelydisarmed.Thusitwas
nottotallyjustifiablefortheGermanstoobjecttothereparationsand
disarmamentclauses.

Viii)TheVersaillessettlementwasmonopolized byonly3 leading
statesmen i.e.presidentWoodrow Wilson ofUSA,Gorge Lloyd of
Britain and George Clemenceau of France.It was chaired by



ClemenceauwhowastotallybiasedandabitterenemyofGermany.
ThisiswhytheGermanshadtorejectthetreatylater.

ThetreatyledtolossofterritoriesinEuropeGermanylostherterritory
toPolandinWestPrussiasoastogivePolandaccesstotheseaport
ofDanzig,thisseparatedtheEastPrussiafrom therestofGermany.
TheRhinelandswerealsodemilitarizedwhichleftGermanyswestern
frontierunprotectedandoccupiedbytheallies

The chairmanship of George Clemenceau was unfair he was
determinedtodetermined todestroyGermanyandensurethatit
neverrisesagaintoinvadeFrancehencemostGermansfeltthetreaty
wasindeedunfair.

ThetreatywasalsosignedatVersaillesinthehallofmirrors,thevery
place where the Germans empire had been proclaimed afterthe
famousFranco-Prussian warof1871.thiswasso humiliating to
Germansandsotheyrejectedthetreaty.

Thetreatywasnegotiatedinthespiritofrevengeadvocatedbypublic
opinionintheircountriesforexampleinBritaintherewerecriesof
‘’hangKeizer’’andmakeGermansacceptandthismadeGermansto
refuse.

ThesigningofthetreatybytheWeimardelegatesshowedthatthe
GermanshadbeendefeatedmilitarilysotheGermannationalistsfelt
theWeimarpoliticianshadsurrenderedandbetrayedGermanydespite
havingnochoiceinthematter.

ThetreatyalsoforbadetheunionofAustriaandGermanytoform one
superGermanstatewhichannoyedGermany.

ThetreatyalsoledtoeconomichardshipsinGermanyduetolossof

vitalindustrialterritoryespeciallycoalfrom SaarandUpperSilesia,

lossof48percentofitsironresources10percentofitscoal,15

percentofits agricultural.This caused massive unemployment,

inflationwhichmadeGermanytorejectthetreaty.

TheLeagueofNationswhichwascreatedalsoexcludedGermanyand

wasdominatedbyBritainandFrance


