
WORLDWARI

Introduction

WorldWar1referstothefirstmostdisastrouswarthatwasfoughtona
globalscalefrom 1914-1918.ItwasfoughtbetweenBritain,France,Russia,
USA,Italyand theirallies againstGermany,Austria-Hungary,Turkey,
Bulgariaandtheiralliesontheotherhand.Thewarwasfoughtonland,in
theair,onthesea,underandabovetheseabybothsoldiersandcivilians.

TheWorldWarwastheclimaxofinternationaltensionthathadbeen

buildingupinEuropeaftertheunificationsofGermanyandItaly.Such

tensionfoundalineofweaknessintheBalkanstoexplodeintoaglobal

war.Bismarckprophesizeditwhenhetoldafriendthat;Ishallnotseethe

WorldWarbutyouWill,itwillstartfrom theneareast.Historyprovedhim

a true prophetwhen the FirstWorld Warwas sparked offafterthe

assassinationofFranceFerdinand,theheirtotheAustrianthroneandhis

wifeSophiainSarajevobyaBosnianon28
thJune1914.Austriaissuedan

ultimatum whichSerbiawastoreplywithin48hours.However,Serbiafailed

tomeetalltheconditionsandAustriadeclaredwaragainstSerbiaon28
th

July1914.Otherpowersjoinedtheconflictwhichamplified(magnified)it

intoaEuropeanwarandfinallyaWorldWar.Thewarendedwiththedefeat

andsubsequentsurrenderofGermanyin1918.

CAUSESOFTHEFIRSTWORLDWAR

ThecausesoftheFirstWorldWararesocomplexandintertwinedthatno

B



singlefactorcanbeheldabsolutelyresponsibleforthiscatastrophicevent.
EventheSarajevodoublemurderthatsparkedoffthewarwasitselfa
resultofaccumulatedtensionthathadpiledupinEuropeforalongtime.If
sthereforelogicalthatthecausesofthewarbetracedfrom eventsthat
createdsuchtensionsandmadetheoutbreakofthewarinevitablebe
examined.

1.ALLIANCESYSTEM.

AftertheFranco-Prussianwar,Bismarckstartedthealliancesystem to
isolateFranceandmakeitdifficultforhertowageasuccessfulwarof
revenge againstGermany.During his lifetime,France was effectively
isolatedandtheAlliancesystem becameaninstrumentofpeaceinEurope.
However,afterhisresignation(1890)thealliancesystem andEuropean
peacewereleftinthehandsofyoung,inexperiencedandaggressivemen
likeKaiserWilliam 11whichdroveGermanyandtheworldtotheFirst
WorldWar.Anumberofscholarshaveassertedthatalliancesystem was
primarilyresponsiblefortheoutbreakoftheFirstWorld War.Byl914,
alliance system had divided Europe into two hostile and antagonistic
camps.

ThetwocampsweretheGermancenteredtriplealliance(1882)thathad
Austria-HungaryandItalyandtheTripleentente(1907),whichcomprised
ofBritain,France,RussiaandJapanasthemainallies.Thesecontributed
tothecatastropheof1914inanumberofways.

i)Itgroupedthemajorworldpowersintotwohostileandantagonistic
campsthatbecamefightingcamps.

By1914therewasintensivehatred,jealousy,fearandrivalrybetweenthe
twocamps,whichclimaxedintheSarajevoassassinationtosparkthewar.

ii)Withoutthealliancesystem,theSarajevoincidentwouldhaveremaineda
localizedconflictbetweenAustriaandSerbia.ButSarajevowastheonly
placewherethetripleallianceandtripleententecollidedwithalltheir
resources,emotionsandhostilities.Forinstance,thetriplealliancemade
GermanytodeclarewaronRussiaandFranceinsteadofSerbia.This
amplifiedtheAustro-Serbianconflictintoaglobalwar.

iii)Thedualallianceof1879andtripleallianceof1882tiedGermanyto
Austria.ThisexplainswhyGermanysupportedAustriawhichsupportmade
AustriatodeclarewaronSerbiasparkingoffthebloodywarof1914-1918.



ItalsopromptedGermanytodeclarewaronRussiaandFrancewhowere
members ofthe triple entente.Ifthe triple alliance had notbonded
GermanytoAustriaandantagonizedBritainandFrancefrom Germany,
GermanywouldhavefounditdifficulttoactthewayshedidandtheFirst
WorldWarwouldhavebeenavoided.

iv)Bismarck'sbiasnessagainstRussiainthe1878Berlincongressforced
RussiatoallywithFranceintheFranco-Russianallianceof1894.Itwasa
diplomaticanddefensivealliancedirectedagainstGermanyandtosome
extentAustria-HungaryandItaly.Itworsenedthealreadybadrelationship
betweenGermanyandRussia.ThisiswhatforcedGermanytodeclarewar
on both Russiaand France.Otherwise,Russia'smobilization afterthe
SarajevoassassinationtargetedGermanymorethanAustria.

v)In1904,FrancemovedclosertoBritainandformedtheDualEntente.In
1907Russiawasadmittedintotheententeandthisgaverisetothetriple
entente,which ended France'sisolation in Europeand offered heran
opportunityandconfidencetorevengeagainstherlongtimefoe(enemy)-
Germany.It'sforthisthatFrancedeclinedtobeneutralintheAustro-
Serbianconflict,whichforcedGermanytodeclarewaronher.

NB:BeforedeclaringwaronFrance,KaiserWilliam IIdemandedFranceto
clarifywhethershewouldbeneutralintheAustro-Serbianconflictbut
Francedeclinedtocomment,aclearindicationthatshewasnotreadyto
beaspectatorintheAustro-Serbianconflict.

The Anglo-Franco entente and triple entente certainly determined the
directionofBritishpolicyuptother-matWar.ThatBritainalliedwithFrance
in1914wasnotnecessarilybecauseofGerman'sinvasionandthereforea
violation ofBelgian'sneutrality,British policywasshaped in 1904 and
consolidatedin1907.AcSallfby3rdAugustwhenGermanyinvadedPoland,
theententehadmaturedtoexerciseenoughBritishinfluenceinfavourof
France'ssecurity.

NB:OnecanthereforesafelyarguethathoweverpeacefulEuropeseemed
to be,thealliancesystem partitionedherinto two hostile,aggressive,
suspiciousbutconfidentlyarmedcampsmakingitimpossibletolocalizea
conflictlikethatofAustriaandSerbia.

vi)Thealliancesystem gavethenecessarycourageandstrengthtothe
smallandotherwisefearfulstatestoprovokewar.ThisistrueofAustria
andSerbia.Assuredofsupportfrom othercampmembers,Austriaand
SerbiabecameveryrecklessandaggressiveindealingwiththeBalkan



affairs.Russia'sbacking(support)toSerbiaiswhatmadehertosponsor
theSarajevoassassinationanddefyAustria'sultimatum.

Otherwise,therewasnowaya'tiny'statelikeSerbiacouldremaindefiant
toAustriainsuchahighprofilecase.Ontheotherhand,ifAustria-Hungary
hadnotbeenassuredofGermany'ssupport,shewouldnothaveissuedthe
highsoundingultimatum andriskwaragainstSerbiabecausethiswould
meanfightingRussiaaswell.

vii)Furthermore,thealliancesystem gavereinforcementtoimperialism,
whichworsenedthealreadydangeroussituationinEurope.ItbailedFrance
outofisolationandcountingonthebackingofherallies,shestarted
dreamingofre-possessingAlsaceandLorraine.Germany,Austria-Hungary,
RussiaandBritainpursuedtheirimperialisticambitionswithoutfear.This
createdmoretensioninEuropethatledtowar.

viii)Tomaintainthedefensivetermsofthevariousalliances,eachcamp
hadtoincreasehermilitarymighttothehighestlevel.Thisbecamemore
urgentbecausethealliancesystem hadcreatedmutualfear,hatredand
hostilitybetweenthetwoantagonisticcamps.Thisledtomilitaryandnaval
racewithacommonviewthatnoneofthecampsshouldbeleftbehindand
thisdroveEuropetothedisastrouswarof1914-1918.

However,although the alliance system contributed to a large extent
towardstheoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWar,nevertheless,itsroleshould
notbeoverexaggerated.Inthefirstplaceitdidnotaccuratelydetermine
thefightingcamp.Forinstance,Italythatwasamemberofthetriple
alliancefoughtonthecampofthetripleentente.



Secondly,stateslikeU.S.A,TurkeyandBulgariathatwerenonemembersof
anyofthealliancesalsoparticipatedinthewar.Definitely,thiswasdueto
otherfactorsotherthanalliancesystem.

Thirdly,theinconsistentnatureofalliancesystem becomesclearespecially
thatBritain concluded an alliance with Japan in 1902,in which she
promisedtosupportJapanifFranceandRussiadeclaredwaronheryetin
1914thethreepowersfoughtonthesameside.Italysignedtreatieswith
almostallthecontinentalpowers.Thisreducedalliancesystem tomere
Jokes.

Fourthly,thecreationofalliancesandcounterallianceswasmadepossible
becauseofinternationalmisunderstandingarisingfrom nationalism and
imperialism.Forinstance,BismarckwasabletohookItalyintothetriple
alliance(1882)onlybecauseshewasthrownoutofTunisiabyFrance.The
1902Anglo-JapanesealliancewassetagainstRussialargelyforimperial
interestintheFarEast.Thisthereforeshowsthatotherfactorswere
instrumentalintheoutbreakofthewar.

2.ARMSRACE

a)Navalrace

ArmsracewasstartedbyKaiserWilliam IIinanattempttochallenge
BritishnavalsuperiorityandmakeGermanybothalandandseapower.He
madethisclearin1890whenhesaid;ourfutureliesonwater.

Thiswasaffectedbymodernizingandupdatingweaponsandtacticsatsea.
Seacruisers,destroyersandsubmarines.Inherefforttomaintainher
statusasawaterrat/seapower,Britainbuiltthefirstall-big-gunturbine
drivenbattleshipwhichshecalleddreadnoughts.Shecalculatedthatit
wouldtaketheGermanssomeyearstousedreadnoughtseffectivelysince
theywouldfirsthavetoenlargetheKielCanal.Germanyreactedfasterthan
BritainhadthoughtbyexpandingdieKielCanalsothatherforceswould
easilyentertheAdriaticSeaincaseofwar.Sheconcentratedonbuilding
dreadnoughtsandby1913;Germanyhad9dreadnoughtswhileBritainhad
18.Attheapexof1914Germanyhad13dreadnoughtscomparedto20for

Britain.NavalarmamentswereequallyonaveryscaringscaleinFrance,
Austria-Hungary,Italy,Turkeyetc.Thesewerepreparationsforwarin
advancewhichopportunitycamethroughtheSarajevodoublemurder.

ThatBritainenteredthewarunderthepretextofprotectingtheneutralityof
Belgium yetshewanted to protecthernavalbaseagainstGermany's



advanceisacleartestimonythatnavalracemadevaluablecontributionto
thedeadlywarof1914-1918.

b)Militaryrace

By1914,navalracehadextendedtomilitaryrace,whichincreasedthe
meansaswellasthespiritofviolence.Hugechunksofmoneywerespent
ontheproductionofdeadlyweaponsforlandandairraids.

Theseincludedshort,medium andlong-rangeartilleries,machineguns,
tanks,poisonousgasandfighterplanes.Germanyinparticulartrainedand
enlargedherarmytothehighestdegreeofefficiencywhileFrance,Russia
and Britain increased periodsoftraining and conscription.Thedeadly
weaponswerenotflowersfordecorationbutinstrumentsofwarwhichhad
tobetestedandtheneedtotesttheseweaponsiswhatmadetheoutbreak
ofwarin1914areality.

Theincreasinglevelofarmamentscreateduniversalfear,suspicionand
hatredamongstthetwoantagonisticcamps.Indeeditstrengthenedthe
alliances and increased hostility between camps.What has to be
emphasizedisthatthepowersfoughtwitharmsthantreaties(alliances).

Armsraceincreasedrecklessnessandcreatedmoretensionandconflicts
asEuropeanpowerspursuedtheirnationalandimperialisticambitions.
Thisbroughtincolonialconflictsthatworsenedthealreadybadrelations
betweenEuropeanpowersleadingtotheoutbreakofwarin1914.

Thedeadlyweaponscreatedgaveconfidenceofvictoryinaneventofwar.
ThismadepublicopinioninEuropetoblindlyfallinlovewithwar.For
instance,theBritishpublicopinionwasinfavourofwarwithGermanyto
destroyherfleetandprotectBritishnavalsupremacy.TheGermansonthe
otherhandwantedwarinordertoprovetomankindtheirsuperiorityover
otherraces.Indeed,GermanydeclaredwaronRussiaandFrancepartly
becauseGermanpublicopinionwantedaswiftaction.

Armsraceplayed a big rolein theSarajevo incidentthatbecamethe
immediatefactorinthewar.Inthefirstinstance,thesophisticatedweapon
SerbiahadiswhatwasutilizedbyPrincipetomurderFranzFerdinandand
hiswife.ThedangerousweaponsAustriahadincomparisontoSerbiaare
whatmadeAustriatodeclarewaronSerbia.EvenGermanydeclaredwaron
RussiaandFrancebecausesheassumedthatshehadthebestarmy-and
Navy.Otherwise,haditnotbeenbecauseofthesophisticatedweapons
Europeanpowerspossessed,Ferdinandcouldhavenotlosthislife,Austria
andGermanywouldnothavegoneonrampagedeclaringwar,Britainwould



nothaveenteredwarandtheFirstWorldWarwouldhavebeenavoided.

NB:In1899,TsarNicholas11calledtheHagueconferencewhosepriority
wastoarrestarmsracebetweenthegreatpowers.Germanytookthelead
inopposingsuchanobleideaviewingitasNicholasIPstricktosavethe
economicallybackwardRussiafrom matchingthemilitaryexpendituresof
GermanyandAustria.

AtthesecondHagueconference,GermanystilltooktheleadagainstBritish
navalproposal,regardingitasaplantokeepherinferioratsea.Whenin
1913SirWinstonChurchillcalledforanavalholiday,thesameGermany
refused.HowevertoBritain,astrongnavywasanecessityforheranda
luxuryforGermany.

BritainconsideredGermany'sbuildingastrongnavyasamovetodestroy
her.ThispartlyexplainswhyBritaindeclaredwaronGermanymerelyover
thequestionofviolatingBelgium'sneutrality.

c)Militarism

ThepoliticalLandscapeofEuropepriorto1914washighlymilitaristic.War
wasseenasadivineelementoftheuniverseandaconditionforprogress.
Theroleofpoliticianswashijackedbyapowerfulclassofmilitaryand
navalofficerswhosedecisionswerefinalinforeignaswellasdomestic
affairs.Theyintensifiedconscriptiontoalevelinconducivetoworldpeace.
ForexampleGermanyandFrancecouldraise3½ millionsoldierseach
whileRussiacouldraise4million,Britaincouldraiseasmallerbutmore
efficientarmy.Allresourcesweredivertedtowardsdefense.Thesemade
warinevitablebecausethewellarmedhugestandingarmiesandreserve
forcescouldnotbeleftboredwithoutwar.Moreover,thosewhoadvocated
forwarreceivedwidereceptionwhilethosewhostoodforpeacewere
condemned.

However,theyear1914wasnotthefirsttimeEuropewasexperiencing
armsrace.ItstartedmuchearlierandifitwassoimportantthenWorldWar
Ishouldnothavewaiteduntil1914.Eveniftheweaponsmadepriorto
Sarajevo incidentwere more sophisticated,this should have been a
warningtothosewhowantedwarnottorisk.Thisgivesroom foran
analysisofotherfactors.

3.Roleofthepress

Theroleplayedbythemassmediacannotbeunderratedasacauseofthe
1914-1918disastrouswar.



Radiopresentersandjournalistsbecauseoftheneedtoamasswealthover
exaggeratedthesuspicion,fearandinternationaltensionbetweenthebig
powers.Forinstance,theLondonTimespoisonedtheBritishpublicopinion
againsttheGermansandradiopresenterscausedmorefearandpanic
aftertheSarajevodoublemurderwhichcreatedpublicoutcryforwar.This
forcedEuropeanpowerstostrengthenalliancesandmobilizeforwaras
Russiadid.

NB:Before the outbreak ofWorld Warin 1914,there was alreadya
newspaperwarwhich acted asa curtain raiserto World War1.The
newspapersoftwodifferentcountriesoftentookupsomepointofdispute,
exaggerated itand made attacks and counterattacks untila regular
newspaperwarwascreated.

Bismarckhadearlierforeseenthiswhenhelamentedthat;everycountryis
heldatsometimetoaccountforthewindowsbrokenbyitspress;thebillis
presentedsomedayintheshapeofhostilesentimentintheother.

4.Imperialism andcolonialeconomicconflicts

i)After1871,Europeanpowerswentonrampagetoacquireterritoriesin
Africa,EuropeandtheBalkans.

By1906,areasforpeacefulexpansionwasalreadyexhaustedandfurther
conquestcouldonlybemadebydispossessingordisplacingsomeone
from somewhere.Thislaidfoundationfortension,mistrustandsuspicion
thatspoiltdiplomaticrelationsamongsttheimperialistsleadingtothe
GreatWar.Forinstance,FrancewasbitteroverGermany'sconquestof
TogoandCameroon.BritainwashurtbyGermany'spresenceinSouth
AfricaandherconquestofNamibiawhileGermanywasirkedbyBritain's
conquestofUganda.Poorrelation between Germanyand Britain was
portrayedbyKaiserWilliam II'scongratulatorymessagetoPaulKrugerof
Transvaalupon his success in repulsing the Jameson raid of1896.
Germany,France,BritainandItalyalsoconflictedoverTunisia,Morocco,
EgyptandCongo.

ii)ItshouldbenotedthatGermanydeclaredwaronFrancepartlybecause
oftension created between herand France during the scramble and
partitionofAfricaandAsia.BritainalsodeclaredwaronGermanypartly
duetopoordiplomaticrelationscultivatedintheeraofEuropeanconquest
inAfricaandAsia.

Indeed,Britainwasnotpreparedtogiveuphercolonies,protectorates,
spheresofinfluenceandmarketstoGermany.AsGermanywasbenton



gettingthem atanyprice,Britainhadtoactfasteranddeclarewaron
Germany.

iii)Outside Africa,Germany's commercialrivalry and strength was a
disturbingfactortoJapan,BritainandRussiaintheFarEastandthepacific.
Russianimperialism wasaformidablethreattoGermanyandAustrian
imperialisticinterestsintheBalkans.ThisexplainswhyRussiamobilizedin
supportofSerbia(whereshehad influence)againstAustriaafterthe
Sarajevo incident.Russian imperialistic designs in Serbia threatened
AustriancontrolandforcedhertodeclarewaronSerbiatocrushher
nationalism.

Equallyso,Germanyhad to declare waron Russia because Russian
imperialism wasequallyascaringfactortoherinfluenceintheBalkans.

iv)One can therefore safelyargue thatGermany's supportofAustria
Hungary against Serbia and Russia’s backing of Serbia were
imperialisticallymotivated.ThisiswhyLeninarguesthat;thewarof1914-
1918wasimperialisticthepartofbothsides,itwasawarforthedivisionof
theworld,forthepartitionand repartitionofcoloniesand spheresof
influence.Onehasto emphasisthatitwasAustrian imperialism that
clashedwithSerbiannationalism tosparkoffthewarin1914.Haditnot
beenbecauseoftheneedtopursueAustrian'simperialisticinterestin
Bosnia,FranceFerdinandandhiswifewouldnothavetraveledtoSarajevo.
TheassassinationwouldnothaveoccurredandtheFirstWorldWarwould
havenotbrokenoffatleastin1914.

v)Theconstantconfrontationsovercoloniesindifferentpartsoftheworld
made the imperialists to resortto the manufacture ofsophisticated
weaponsforconquestandconsolidationoftheirrule.Thepossibilityofwar
amongstEuropean powers overcolonies also created more need for
deadlyweapons.Thisbroughtinarmsraceandmilitarism thatmadethe
outbreakofwarin1914inevitable.

vi)Tosomeextent,imperialism contributedtoalliancesystem,whichisa
cardinalfactorinWorldWarI.

The Anglo-Japanese alliance was againstRussia largely forimperial
interestintheFarEast.Bismarckwasabletoform thetriplealliancein
1882(byadmittingItalyintheDualAllianceofAustriaandGermanywhich
becametriplealliance)onlybecauseItalywasfrustratedbytheFrench
occupationofTunisia(1881).

Nevertheless,thefactthatItalyandFrancefoughtonthesameside



showsthatcolonialdisputesduetoimperialism countedlessincausing
World WarI.Howeverthis should notblind up from the factthat
imperialism intheBalkansiswhatsparkedoffthewarin1914.

Againifimperialism wasaseriousfactor,thenBritainandFrancewhowere
firstclassenemiesinthecolonialfieldwouldnothavefoughtonthesame
frontinthewar.YetotherpowerslikeRomania,USAandBulgarianever
involvedthemselvesseriouslyinthestruggleforcoloniesbutparticipated
inthewar.

Sufficetonoteisthatimperialism hadexistedformorethanhalfacentury
withoutcausingwaruntil1914.

IfitwasamajorcauseofWorldWarI,thenthewarwouldhaveoccurredin
1880'swhencolonialconflictswereattheirclimax.

Moreover,colonialconflictsdueto imperialism wasmostintensivein
AfricanotEurope.IfcolonialdisputescountssomuchthenWorldWarI
wouldhavestartedfrom AfricaandnotEurope.

Lastly,by1914mostcolonialdisputeshadalreadybeensettledthroughthe
BerlinsettlementandmutualagreementsbetweenEuropeanpowerse.g.
theCongocrisiswassettledbytheBerlinconference,BritainandFrance
hadreconciledoverFashodaandthisexplainswhytheyjoinedhandsinthe
war.

NB:Colonialdisputesduetoimperialism delayedtheformationofrival
alliancebutstrengtheneditaftertheywereformed.

ii)Theroleofeconomicfactorcanaswellbeseenfrom France'srevengist
spiritagainstGermanyforthelossofAlsaceandLorraine.Britainand
FrancewereflabbergastedbytheBerlin-Bagdadrailwaybecauseitwas
bound to jeopardize theireconomic interestin the region.Economic
considerationwasprimaryintheCongocrisis,MoroccancrisisandAustro-
Serbianconflictthatbroughtwar.

However,oneshouldguardagainstoverestimatingtheroleofeconomic
considerationsinsparkingoffthedisastrouswarof1914-1918.Germany
herselfhadmoretradewithBritainthananyotherpowerinEurope.Thus,if
economicconsiderationsmatteredsomuch,thenBritainwoulddefinitely
nothavefoughtherbestcustomerinEurope(Germany).In1906anumber
of German industrialists openly complained about Kaiser William's
aggressive characterthatwas frustrating theirtrade.David Thomson
clarifiesthateconomicconsiderationwerekeptsubordinatetopoliticaland



strategicconsiderations.

5)NATIONALISM/COMPETITIVEPATRIOTISM

By1914,anumberofill-conceivednationalisticmovementshadsprungup
in Europe. The Great Serbian movement,Pan-Slavism,Revanchist
movementandJingoism bondedthemselvesinthetripleallianceagainst
panGermanism.TheGreatSerbianmovementhadadivinemissionof
liberatingSerbiansincludingthoseinBosniaandHerzegovinawhowere
under Austrian's control.Pan-Slavism aimed at making Russia the
custodianofallSlavspeakingracesirrespectiveofwheretheywereliving.
The Revanchistmovementin France was benton revenging against
Germanybecauseofthe1870– 1871humiliatingFranco-Prussianwar.
Jingoism aimedatmaintainingBritishnavaltechnologicaladvancement
aboveothernationswhilePan-Germanism orPanGermanLeaguewas
createdtouniteallGermanspeakingnationalitiesindifferentcountries.
Nationalism strengthenedpatriotism (loveforone'scountry)andhatredto
othernations,whichmadethefollowingcontributionstotheFirstWorld
War.

i)Thedesiretopursuenationalinterestmadethebigpowerstoclashwith
oneanother,whichincreasedtensionandhostilityamongsttheEuropean
nations.Forinstance,whenGermanybegantobuildastrongnavy,Britain
andFranceprotesteditasathreattotheirnationalinterests.Theseselfish
nationalinterests made itextremely difficultforinternationalpeace
conferencestosucceedleavingwarastheonlyoption.

ii)The need to pursue,defend and promote nationalinterestcreated
prestigeandmadeEuropeanpowerstobeonrampageforcolonies.The
struggletopromotenationalinterestsinAfricaandtheBalkanscreated
someeconomicconflictsleadingtoWorldWarI.Inshort,nationalism
contributedtoimperialism.

iii) NationalisticfeelingsmadeFranceobsessedwitharevengistspirit
againstGermany.ThisforcedBismarcktoventureintoalliancesystem to
IsolateFranceandavoidaFrenchwarofrevenge.It'sonthisaccountthat
one can argue thathad itnotbeen because ofthe fearofFrench
nationalism,Bismarckwouldnothavestartedalliancesystem andtheFirst
WorldWarwouldhavebeenavoided.

iv.Todefendnationalinterestandsovereignty,thebigpowershastenedthe
manufactureofdeadlyweaponsleadingtoarmsraceandwar.Nationsalso
engagedincutthroatcompetitioninthenumberofsoldierseachnation



couldputinthebattlefield,whichincreasedmilitarism inEurope.Germany
wasinadyingneedtoshowoffandthat'swhyshedeclaredwaronRussia
andFrance.Ontheotherhand,Britain,RussiaandFrancehadtodefendtheir
nationalinterestagainstGermanaggression,whichmadewarunavoidable

v)Itwasintensenationalism inSerbiathatcreatedhostilitybetweenSerbia
andAustria-Hungary.ThedesirebySerbiatoliberateallSerbiansfrom
Austria'simperialism andtheattemptsbyAustriatotightenhercontrolon
theSerbsledtotheSarajevoassassinationwhichsparkedoffthewar.
Actually,Principewho assassinatedFerdinandwasamemberofPan-
Slavism whoconductedthemurderjustafterattendingananti-Austrian
meeting.ThefactthattheFirstWorldWarbrokeoutintheBalkanswhere
nationalinterestsclashedmostportraysthestrengthofnationalism in
WorldWarI.ThisisbecausetheforcesofPan-Germanism andPan-
Slavism conflictedmostintheBalkansleadingtotheoutbreakofwar
in1914.

Serbiannationalism clashedwithAustria'simperialism tosparkoffwarin
1914.It'sthereforeclearthatnationalism wasanimportantfactorinWorld
WarI.However,it'srealsignificantcamewhenitclashedwithimperialism
intheBalkans.

6)TheFranco-Prussianwar,1870-1871

i)In1815,theViennaSettlementgavePrussiatheRhinelandstothe
annoyanceofFrance.ThismadePrussiatobeahistoricalenemyofFrance,
whichclimaxedintotheFranco-Prussianwarof1870-1871.

Francewasdefeatedandforcedtosubmittotheharshestpeacetreatyof

the19
th

century(i.e.FrankfurtTreatyof1871).Inthetreaty,shelosther
mineralizedprovincesofAlsaceandLorrainethathadupto4million
Frenchmen.ShealsosufferedaGermanarmyofoccupationandwas
forcedtopayahugeindemnityof200millionpounds.Thisspoiltdiplomatic
relationsbetweenFranceandGermanyleavingFranceboilingforawarof
revenge.Francethereforegotaheavensentopportunityofredressingthe
wrongsofPrussia'svictorywiththeoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWar.Thisis
whatforcedGermanytoactfasterbydeclaringwaronFrancebefore
Francecoulddoso.

ii)TheFranco-Prussianwarchangedthebalanceofpower.Itcompleted
theunificationsofbothGermanyandItalyattheexpenseofDenmark,
AustriaandFrance.Beforethewar,thebalanceofpowerwasinfavourof
FranceandBritainwithFranceasanew landpower.Butafterdefeating



France,Germanyemergedasnew landpowerandstartedchallenging
Britishnavalsupremacy.ThisforcedBritainandFrancetoallyagainst
GermanyleadingtotensionandtheFirstWorldWar.

ThefearofaFrenchwarofrevengeandthedesiretoprotectandpromote
Germany'ssupremacyinEuropeandiplomacywhilemaintainingpeacein
EuropeforcedBismarcktoventureandstartthealliancesystem.Thissent
Franceonashoppingspreeforalliancesinceshecouldnotsuccessfully
revengeagainstGermanysinglehandedly.Shefoundthisinthetriple
allianceof1907.Thealliancesystem leftEuropedividedintotwohostile
andantagonisticcamps,whichmadewarinevitable.It'sthereforesafeto
arguethatiftheFranco-Prussianwarhadnotoccurred,Francewouldnot
havebeeneagerforawarofrevengeandconsequentlyBismarckwould
have notventured into the alliance system hence the Austro-Serbian
conflictwouldhaveremainedalocalizedaffairbetweenAustriaandSerbia.

iv)ThethreatsofFrenchrevengeforcedBismarcktoarm Germanyin
preparationforwar.OthernationsfollowedGermanyandstartedpriotising
defense expenditures.Theywere encouraged byBismarck's'policyof
bloodandironthroughwhichGermanywasunifiedfrom 1864-1871.This
created armsraceand strengthened militarism,whichmadeEuropea
walkingbombthatexplodedin1914.

v)Thewarcontributedtoimperialism leadingtocolonialeconomicrivalry
andtheFirstWorldWarin1914.Thelossofthemineralizedregionsof
AlsaceandLorraineforcedFrancetolookforcompensationelsewhere
mostespeciallyinAfrica.Bismarcktactfullyencouragedhersinceshe
wouldforgetofAlsaceandLorrainewhileclashingwithotherpowersinthe
scrambleforcoloniesinAfrica.ThisalsoencouragedAustriatotightenher
controlinSerbia,whichraisedSerbiannationalism leadingtothemurderof
PrinceArchdukeandwar.

Thetriumph ofItalian and German nationalism in 1850'sthrough the
Franco-Prussian warinspired the oppressed nations to struggle for
freedom using Bismarck's policy of blood and iron. Nationalistic
movementslikePan-Germanism,Pan-Slavism andtheGreaterSerbian
movementintheBalkanshadadirectXeroxing(copying)from Italianand
Germanunificationstrugglesfrom 1810-1871.Serbiawasencouragedto
challengeAustriasinceitwasthesameAustriathatwasdefeatedby
ItaliansandGermansleadingtotheirfreedom.ThismadeSerbiatoact
recklessly againstAustria leading to the Sarajevo assassination and
consequentlytheFirstWorldWar.



vi)ThesuccessofGermanyintheFranco-Prussianwarcoupledwiththe
earliermilitaryvictoriesmadeKaiserWilliam IItobelievethatGermanywas
themightiest(strongest)worldpower.Itcreatedinhim apoliticalstigmaof
arroganceandaggressioninhiseffortstopreserveGermany'ssupremacy.
Thisiswhatmadehim to recklesslysendablankchequeto Austria,
declarewaronRussiaandFranceandviolatetheneutralityofBelgium.
ThesemovesbyGermanyamplifiedtheAustro-Serbianconflictintothe
FirstWorldWar.

NB:TheFranco-PrussianwarindirectlycompletedtheunificationofItaly
andmadeItalymoreambitioustorecoverTrientinoandTriestethatwere
inhabitedbyItaliansbutwerestillunderAustria-Hungary'scontrol.Thisis
whatmadeItalytoquitAustria'scamp(Triplealliance)andjointhetriple
ententetactfullytorecoverTrientinoandTrieste,whichshegotatthe
Versaillespeacesettlementof1919.

7)KaiserWilliam II’saggressivecharacter/Germanaggression

The role played byKaiserWilliam 11 ofGermanywas ofparamount
importanceinthesparkingofWorldWarI.Hewasabellicose(warlike),
arrogantandcantankerousleaderwhocouldnothidehishangoverforwar.
Inhisforeignpolicy,hetriedtointerveneineachandeveryactivityofworld
politicsinordertomakeGermanyaworldpower.Hedeclared;''Nothing
mustgoonanywhereintheworldinwhichGermanydoesnotplayapart",
William wastooconfidentandproudofhimselfandheproclaimed;"God
hascalledustocivilizetheworld".Consequentlyhischaracterandpolicy
playedacardinalroleinWorldWarI.Germanytookthegreatestblamein
causingWorldWarIbecauseoftheroleplayedbyKaiserWilliam II.He
madeanumberofblundersanddiplomaticerrorsthatmadetheoutbreak
oftheFirstWorldWarinevitable.

i)He forced Bismarck to resign leaving the world with no capable
statesmanwhocoulddiplomaticallysettleworldconflictssuchasthe
Austro-Serbianconflict,whichexplodedintotheFirstWorldWar.

KaiserWilliam IIhadaverypooropinionandnaturalhatredtowardsthe
Englishpeopleandotherraces.ThismadeBritain,RussiaandFranceto
form thetripleententethatendedtheisolationofFrance.In1897-1899,
Josephchamberlain,theBritishcolonialsecretarytriedtonegotiatean
Anglo-GermanagreementbutthisfailedonbothoccasionsduetoKaiser
William'saggressivenavalpolicyandhisunfriendlyattitudetoBritaininthe
AngloBoerwar.HesentacongratulatorymessagetoPaulKrugerfor
repulsingtheJamesonraidinTransvaal.Itshouldbeemphasizedthat



BritishalliesespeciallyFranceandRussiawerelongtimeenemiestoher
(Britain)whowouldnothavefoughtagainstGermanyifithadnotbeen
becauseofKaiserWilliam'scarelessandaggressivepolicy.Allthesewere
becauseKaiserWilliam misusedBismarckianalliancesystem turningitto
aninstrumentofwarratherthanpeaceasBismarckhaddone.

ii)Kaiser William further antagonized Great Britain in a speech in
DamascuswhenheofferedGermanleadershiptoallMoslemsintheworld.
ThisarousedBritishsuspicionsregardingKaiser'sintentionsbecausea
largenumberofMoslemslivedintheBritishEmpire.Italsoattractedthe
hostilityofChristianpowerslikeFranceandItalyagainstGermany,which
createdafavourableatmospherefortheexplosionofworldwarl.

iii)TheBerlin-Baghdadrailwayprojectthatheembarkedonwasathreat
toRussia,FranceandBritainwhoseinterestsintheeastwereboundtobe
jeopardized byGermany.Thishelped to consolidatethetripleentente
againstGermany.

iv)KaiserWilliam IIisblamedforstartingthenavalracetochallengeBritish
navalsupremacyandmilitarism tomaintainGermany'ssupremacy.He
reinstatedconscriptionandprolongedtheperiodofservicenotonlyfor
defense but more to fulfillhis imperialistic ambitions abroad.He
deliberatelydisagreedwithotherleadersatdisarmamentconferences,yet
thiswouldhavereducedarmsrace.Indeed,hisactivitiesandarrogance
gaveotherpowerseveryexcusetofearandre-mobilizeagainstGermany
justlikeRussiadidaftertheSarajevoincident.

v)ItwasKaiserWilliam'sblankchequetoAustriathatincreasedAustria's
recklessnesstowardsSerbian.

He openlypromised Austria that;“restassured thathis majestywill
faithfullystandbyAustria-Hungaryasrequiredbytheobligationsofhis
allianceandbyhisancientfriendship".Surely,ifKaiserWilliam hadnot
giventhisassurance,Austriawouldnothavetakenaboldstepagainst
Serbia(totheextentofdeclaringwar).Henceforth,WorldWarIwouldhave
beenavoided.

i)ItwasGermanyunderKaiserWilliam IIthatdeclaredwaronRussia,
France,violatedtheLondontreatyof1839,whichdraggedBritainintowar.
Allthese are whatmagnified the localAustro-Serbian conflictinto a
EuropeanandfinallyaWorldWar.

8)Weakness of international organisation and the collapse of



internationaldiplomacy

The weakness ofInternationalorganisation priorto 1914 made the
outbreakoftheFirstWorldWarinevitable.Theinternationalcourtofjustice
atTheHaguewasperfectlyinefficientandunabletosettlemajorworld
disputes.Ithad neithermoralauthority norforce to implementits
resolutions,which explains why the many resolutions ofthe Hague
conferencesof1899 and 1907 remained on paper.Theweaknessof
InternationalorganisationlettothecollapseofInternationaldiplomacy.
TheoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWarbecameinevitablebecauseeverystate
considereditselffreetodoanythingaccordingtoitswillsincetherewasno
authoritativeorganisationtorestrainorpunishher.

ItshouldbenotedthatSerbia'sattemptforapeacefulresolutionwith
Austriafailedbecauseoftheineffectivenessoftheinternationalcourtof
justice.SerbiaacceptedAustria’sfirsttwoultimatumsandreferredthe
thirdonetotheinternationalcourtofjusticeforarbitration.Thisfailed
becauseoftheweaknessoftheInternationalcourtofJustice,whichhad
beendiscardedbyKaiserWilliam IIsince1907.

9)TheSarajevodoublemurder,28thjune1914

TheimmediatecauseoftheFirstWorldWarwastheassassinationof
FranzFerdinand,theheirtotheAustrianthroneandhiswifeSophiaat
Sarajevo-thecapitalofBosnia (Bosnia had been annexed to Austria-
Hungaryin1808)byGabrielPrincipeaSerbiannationalist.Austriathatwas
alreadysickofSerbiannationalism decidedtoutilizetheeventtodestroy
Serbia.SheconsideredtheincidentasaSerbianconspiracytodestroythe
Austrianmonarchy,byassassinatingtheheiratatimewhentheageing
EmperorJosephFranciswas84yearsandwasexpectedtodieanylime.
GermanygaveAustria-Hungaryablankchequei.e.thefreedom to do
anythingshewishestoSerbiawithGermany'sunconditionalsupport.

AssuredofGermany'sbacking,Austriasentanimpossibleultimatum to
Belgrade,the capitalofSerbia on 23th July1914.She demanded a
satisfactoryreplywithin48hours.ThesedemandswerethatSerbiashould
amongothers;

i)Declareherintentionofbeingagoodneighbourthroughthepressandby
suppressinganti-Austrianpropaganda.

ii)Dismissanti-Austrianofficialsinheradministrationandthearmy.

iii)Allow Austria'sofficialsintoSerbiatoinvestigatetheinquiryofFranz



Ferdinand'sassassination.

SerbiaacceptedthefirsttwoconditionsbutrejectedAustria'sparticipation
intheinquiryofFerdinandsdeathonthegroundthatitwasaviolationof
herindependenceandwiselyreferredthem othertotheinternationalcourt
ofjusticeatTheHague.However,theinternationalcourtofjusticehad
beendiscardedbyKaiserWilliam IIwaybackin1907.Austriarejected

Serbia's proposaland declared waron heron 28
th

July 1914.This
determinedtheoccurrenceoftheFirstWorldWar.Russiamobilizedin
supportofSerbia,GermanydemandedthatRussiashoulddemobilizebut

whensherefused,Germanydeclared waronheron1
st August1914.

GermanyagaindemandedFrancetodeclareherneutralityandwhenshe

refused,Germanydeclaredwaronheron3
rd

August1914.On4
th August

1914,GermantroopsinvadedBelgium inviolationofthe1839London
treatythathadguaranteedBelgium'sindependenceandneutrality,which
forcedBritaintoenterthewaragainstGermanyonthesameday.Thus,the
FirstWorldWarwasonahighgear.

ROLEOFEUROPEANPOWERSINTHEOUTBREAKOFTHEFIRSTWORLD
WAR

Each and every powerthatparticipated in the warshould be held
responsiblealthoughthedegreeofresponsibilitydiffers.Inotherwords,

theresponsibilityvariesfrom countrytocountrybasedonthemagnitudeof
theblame;ItshouldbenotedthatmuchascountrieslikeItaly,Japan,USA,
BulgariaandTurkeyparticipatedintheFirstWorldWar,theycannotbeheld
responsiblefortheoutbreakofthewar.

Thisisbecausetheyjoinedthewarlaterwhenithadalreadystartedi.e.
"brokenoff'.Thus,withorwithoutthem theFirstWorldWarwouldstillhave
beenanimportanteventinthehistoryofEuropeandindeedthewhole
world.

1.GERMANY

Byarticle 231 ofthe warguiltclause in the Versailles peace treaty,
GermanywassolelyblamedforcausingWorldWarI.Itwasunanimously
agreedthatGermanyalonewasresponsiblefortheoutbreakofWorldWarI
andthatiswhyarticle232subjectedhertoimpossiblereparationof6,600

B



millionpounds.

Althoughthesewereveryunrealistic,Germanystillsharesthegreatest
responsibilityincausingandsustainingWorldWarIinasfarasshe;

i)Startedthealliancesystem inanattempttoisolateFranceinEuropean
politics.AfterBismarck,KaiserWilliam IImisusedthealliancesystem asa
tooltoraiseGermanyaboveotherpowers.Thispromptedtheformationof
tripleentente,whichbecameantagonisticwiththetripleallianceleadingto
WorldWarI.

ii)ItwasagainGermanythatstartedthearmsandnavalracewhichwas
followedbyotherpowers.ThiswastoprepareforaFrenchwarofrevenge,
dominate otherpowers and challenge British navalsupremacy.The
sophisticatedweaponscreatedmoresuspicion,hatred,recklessnessand
courageleadingtotheFirstWorldWar.

iii)Inthecolonialfield,GermanyacquiredterritoriesadjacenttoBritainthat
wasveryprovocative.Forinstance,whenBritainacquiredUgandaand
Kenya, Germany moved to Tanganyika. When Britain declared a
protectorateoverIvoryCoastandSierraLeone,GermanyannexedTogo
andCameroon.

GermanyalsoencouragedcolonialconflictsbetweenFranceandother
powers purposelyto isolate France.KaiserWilliam IIhimselfirritated
BritainwhenhecongratulatedPaulKrugerforhissuccessintheJameson
raidof1894.ThisworsenedthealreadyhostilerelationshipbetweenBritain
andGermanyandpartlyexplainswhyBritaindeclaredwaronGermanyin
1914.

iv)InpursuitofGermany'simperialism intheneareast,Germanyin1913
started building the Berlin-Baghdad railway.She continued to claim
exclusiverightstotrainandcommandtheTurkisharmyagainsttheBritish
claim ofsimilarrightsoverthenavyandforeignpolicy.Thiscreatedmore
tensionintheeastandmadeitastorm centrefortheexplosionofWorld
WarI.

Germany underKaiserWilliam IIshares a blame formilitarism and
chauvinism.KaiserWilliam 11believedinthepolicyof"worldpoweror
downfall".The arrogance and superiority complex of the Germans
increasedthehostilitybetweenGermanyandotherracesleadingtoWorld
WarI.

v)TheunificationofGermanyin1871distortedthebalanceofpowerin



Europeandstimulatednationalism throughoutEurope.In1871,Prussia
inflictedahumiliatingdefeatonFranceandcompletedtheunificationof
Germany.Francewassubjectedtoaheavywarindemnityof5billion
Francs,anarmyofoccupationandwasforcedoutofhertwomineralrich
provincesofAlsaceandLorraine.Thehumiliationsandthelossesfrom the
Franco-PrussianwarcreatedbitterenmitybetweenGermanyandFrance
andledtoWorldWarI.

NB:IthasbeenarguedthatifGermanyhadnotinterferedinMorocco,
Francemighthavefoundsomematerialcompensationforthelossof
AlsaceandLorraineandwouldhaveprobablyforgottentorevengeagainst
Germany.However,the German interference in Morocco added the
bitternessbetweenthetwocountries.

vi)GermanystandsinthedockofhistoryinrelationtoWorldWarIfor
supporting Austria's annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the
annoyanceofSerbiaandRussia.ThisstrengthenedAustria'simperialism in
SerbiaandtriggeredoffSerbiannationalism leadingtotheassassinationof
FranzFerdinandandWorldWar1

vii)GermanysharestheguiltofWorldWarIforissuingablankchequeto
Austria,whichincreasedAustria'srecklessnesstowardsSerbiaafterthe
Sarajevoincident.ThismadeAustriatoissuetheunrealisticultimatum and
declarewaronSerbiathatbecameapreludetoWorldWarI.

viii)Germanyisblamedforissuinganunnecessaryultimatum toRussia.In
theaftermathofAustria'sdeclarationofwaronSerbia,Russiastarteda
generalmobilizationandGermanysentanultimatum demandingforher
demobilization,whichpromptedGermanytodeclarewaronher.Germany
isthereforeblamedforissuinganultimatum onherowntermsratherthan
seekingtheopinionofotherpowersindealingwithRussian'smobilization.
The ultimatum could have possiblyhumbled Russia ifitwas a joint
declarationbythebigpowersofEuropei.e.Germany,France,Russiaand
Austria.ThatitfailedtohumbleRussiawasbecauseitwasaGerman
declarationthatposednoseriousthreattoRussia.

ix)AftertheSarajevoassassination,itwasGermanythatmagnifiedthe
Austro-SerbianconflictintoaWorldWar.ShedeclaredwaronRussia,
FranceandBelgium.

TheattackonBelgium violatedtheLondontreatyof1839,whichforced
Britainandotherpowerstodeclarewaronher.

NB:AfterGermanystationinghertroopsinBelgium inreadinessforattack,



FranceandBritaindemandedthattheGermantroopsshouldbewithdrawn
buttheGermansdidnotrespond,neithertheysendareply.Thisforced
BritaintojointhewaragainstGermany.

2.AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

i)Austria'simperialism intheBalkansiswhatsparkedoffWorldWarI.The
Berlin conference of 1878 gave her the provinces of Bosnia and
Herzegovinamerelytoadministerandnottoannexthem.

However,Austriaannexedthetwoprovincesin1808.Thisbroughtforth
bitterprotestfrom Serbia and Russia leading to theassassination of
FerdinandandWorldWarI.ItalsoexplainswhyRussiamobilizedinsupport
ofSerbiaagainstAustria.

ii)AustriashouldbeblamedforherrecklessnesstowardsSerbiathrough
theunrealisticultimatum.

Austriahadlong-term intentiontofightSerbiabutlackedanexcuse.She
purposelyissuedtheultimatum withstringentconditionsknowingthatthe
termswouldberejectedbySerbiaandthatwouldjustifywarwithSerbia.
It'sevenonrecordthattheAustriancabinetdebatedanddeclaredwaron
Serbiaon14thJuly1914,beforetheultimatum wasdispatched.

iii)Austriaisalsotoblameforviolatingtheterritorialandpoliticalintegrity
ofSerbia.ShedeclaredwaronSerbiaevenafterBaronVonWiesnerthethen
Austria'sambassadorto Belgrade(Serbia)reported thattherewasno
conclusiveevidenceofSerbia'sinvolvementintheSarajevoassassination.
HadAustrianotdeclaredwaronSerbia;possiblyotherpowerslikeRussia
wouldhavenoreasontomobilizetheirtroopsandthetimingofthewar
wouldhavebeendifferent.

iv)Austriaalsogotinvolvedinthearmsraceandwasoneofthemost
militaristicnationsby1914.Thisincreasedherimperialisticambitionsin
theBalkans,whichclashedwithSerbiannationalism tosparkoffWorldWar
I.

ShehadaverystrongsolidaritywithGermanyandwastheclosestto
GermanythanItalyandRussiainthetripleallianceandDreikaiserbund
respectively.ThiscreatedmoreconfidenceinGermanyandmadeherthe
mostaggressivenationpriorto1914.HadAustriaabandonedGermanylike
ItalyandRussiadid,Germanywouldnothavebeensorecklesstodeclare
waronRussiaandtheAustro-Serbianconflictwouldhaveremainedalocal
affairbetweenAustriaandSerbia.



v)Austria-HungaryisblamedfororganizingthevisitofFranz-Ferdinand
andhiswifeatatimewhenthediplomaticrelationsbetweenherand
Serbia was atits lowest(worst)level.On 28th June1914,Austrian
authoritiesorganizedtheroyalvisitthatboomerangedandcausedwar
whentheroyalcouplewasassassinatedbyaSerbiannationalist,Principe.
AustrianauthoritiesarethereforeblamedforprovokingSerbiabythevisit
becausetheywerefullyawareoftheSerbianhostilitytowardsAustria.

ThepoorrelationsbetweenthetwonationssuggestthattheSarajevo
assassinationcouldnotbeaccidentalbutanexpectedeventthatwas
ignoredbyAustria'slackofforesight.

vi)AustriaHungaryisheldresponsiblefortheoutbreakoftheFirstWorld
WarforinternationalizingherconflictwithSerbia.AftertheSarajevodouble
murder,AustriarejectedSerbia'sdemandtoreferthethirdultimatum for
arbitration(Settlement)bytheinternationalcourtofJusticeatTheHague.
EmperorJoseph IIofAustria instead consulted KaiserWilliam IIof
Germany,whichdraggedGermanywithallheraggressionintotheconflict.
AustriaisalsoblamedforacceptingGermany'sadvicetodeclarewaron
Serbia.

x)Austria'spoordiplomaticrelationswithRussiamakeheraccountablefor
the outbreak ofthe FirstWorld War.Austria antagonized Russia by
opposingherimperialism intheBalkans.In1877,RussiadefeatedTurkey
andforcedhertosignthetreatyofSanstefanoinwhichthebigBulgaria
wascreated.

AustriaalliedwithBritainandthreatenedwaragainstRussiaforherillegal
creationofthebigBulgariaattheBerlincongressof1878.Austriastood
againstthecreationofthebigBulgariaanditwasdissectedintothreei.e.
reducedinsizes.AftertheBerlincongressof1878,Austriaintensifiedher
imperialdesignsintheBalkansthatledtofurtherconflictswithRussia.In
1S79,AustriaformedthedualalliancewithGermanyagainstRussiaand
France.Austria'sactivitiesthreatenedRussia'sinterestanddraggedher
intoanalliancewithFrancei.e.FranceRussianallianceof1894.Thisset
thepacefortheformationofthetripleententein1907,whichcausedmore
antagonism andtensionthatledtoworldwarlby1914.

3.SERBIA

Serbia shares the guiltofWorld Warlforengineering conflictin an
economically,politicallyandstrategicallylocatedBalkanregion.In1912,
shemobilizedBulgaria,MontenegroandGreecetoform theBalkanleague.



SheusedtheleaguetofightTurkeyandoccupyherterritoriesinEurope.
She also foughtand defeated Bulgaria in 1913,which increased her
influenceintheBalkanstothedisappointmentofAustria.Generally,Serbia
contributedgreatlytotheBalkanwarsof1911–1913duringwhichshe
emergedasaleaderoftheSlavespeakingrace.Thisattractedthehostility
ofotherpowersparticularlyGermany,AustriaandTurkeytodefendtheir
political,economicandstrategicinterestleadingtotheFirstWorldWar.

i)Serbiannationalism wastooambitioustoguaranteepeaceinEurope.
Serbian nationalism clashed with Austria's imperialism leading to the
SarajevoassassinationandtheFirstWorldWar.TheassassinofFranz
FerdinandandhiswifewasamemberoftheGreatSerbianmovement,
which was againstAustrian rule in Bosnia and Herzegovina.Whether
Serbiangovernmentwasresponsibleforthemurderornotisstillasubject
ofdisputebutSerbia'sfailuretosuppresstheactivitiesofthegreater
Serbianmovementmakesherpoliticallyresponsiblefortheassassination.

ii)ItwasSerbiathatprovidedAustriawithanexcusetodeclarewarby

refusingtocomplywiththe3rdterm oftheJuly23rdultimatum.She
rejectedthethirdterm oftheultimatum thatdemandedfortheintervention
ofAustrianofficialsintheinvestigationoftheSarajevodoublemurder.This
providedAustriawithaconvenientpretexttodeclarewaronher.Had
Serbiahumbledherselftoacceptallthetermsoftheultimatum andrisked
herindependence,theworldwouldpossiblyhavebeensparedfrom the
greatwarof1914-1918.Shealsowantedwarbecausebeforesendingher
replytotheultimatum,shehadorderedforageneralmobilization.Thiswas
beforeAustriadeclaredwar.

iii)SerbiaisalsoblamedforbeingacloseallyoftheTripleententethatwas
antagonistic to the triple alliance.She was also overwhelmed with
confidencethatsherecklesslypursuedherambitionsofunitingallthe
SlavesintheBalkans.Itintensifiedconflictbetweenherononehand
againstAustriaandGermanyontheotherhand.Thiscreatedmoretension
inGermanyandAustriathatmadethem determinedtofighttodestroy
SerbiaaftertheSarajevoassassinationasawayofbreakingthesolidarity
ofthetripleententealliance.ItshouldbearguedthatSerbia'saggressive
andarrogantattitudepartlymadeGermanytosupportAustriaagainsther.

Serbia'saggressiveandarrogantattitudetowardsAustriaandGermany
createdmoretensionthatledtotheoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWar.This
partlymadeAustriatoissuetheunrealisticultimatum anddeclarewar
againstherin1914.



iv)SerbiaisalsoblamedforpromotingantiAustrianactivitiesandterrorist
movementsliketheunion,deathandBlackHandsociety.Serbiastarted
sponsoring these movements to sabotage Austrian rule after her
annexation ofBosnia and Herzegovina in!808.Itwas these terrorist
movementsthatmastermindedtheassassinationofFranzFerdinandwith
hiswifeandsparkedofftheFirstWorldWar.

v) Lastly,SerbiaisblamedformagnifyingherconflictwithAustriaby
appealingforRussiansupport.

AftertheSarajevoassassination,SerbiacalledforRussiansupportagainst
Austria.ThisscaredAustriaandcontributedtoherdeclarationofwaron
Serbia.Serbia'sappealtoRussiaalsoexplainswhyRussiamobilizedin
supportofherintheaftermathofSarajevodoublemurder.Itwasalso
Russia'smobilizationthatpromptedGermanytodeclarewaronher.One
canthereforearguethatifSerbiahadnotappealedforRussiansupport,
RussiacouldpossiblynothavemobilizedhertroopsandGermanywould
nothavefoundaconvenientpretexttodeclarewaronher(Russia).

4.RUSSIA

i)RussiasharestheblameforsupportingBalkannationalism andthe
disintegrationoftheOttomanEmpire.HersupportofPan-Slavism ledto
theBalkanwarsof1878andthoseof1912-1913.ThesuccessofSlave
nationalism inSerbia,Montenegro,BulgariaandGreecestimulatedgreater
nationalism,whichunderminedtheexistenceoftheAustrianEmpireand
evenGermany.ThatAustriadeclaredwaronSerbiawasbecauseSerbian
nationalism supportedbyRussiathreatenedherexistenceandthesame
explainswhyGermanydeclaredwaronRussia.

ii)ItwasRussia'ssupporttoSerbiannationalism thatintensifiedSerbia's
recklessnessleadingtotheassassinationofPrinceFerdinandandhiswife
thatsparkedoffwarin1914.

iii)Evenaftertheassassination,itwasRussia'ssupporttoSerbiathatpartly
made herdefiantto Austria'sdemands.The Russian foreign minister
SazanovtoldtheSerbianambassadorinRussiathat;Russiawouldinno
circumstancespermitAustrianaggressionagainstSerbia.Thisiswhat
encouragedSerbiatorejectAustria'sultimatum infull.Otherwise,Serbiain
herrelativelyweakerpositioncomparedtoAustriawouldnothavedared
takesuchaboldstandagainstAustria.

iv)Russia'sinterferenceinSerbianaffairswithaclaim tobetherightful
protectorofSlavpopulationandorthodoxChristiansintheBalkanswas



rejectedbyotherpowers.Althoughthisisjustifiabletosomeextent,it
carriedmoreofRussia'shiddenimperial,economicandstrategicmotives
thantruereligiousandethnicaims.Thisattractedtheattentionofother
powersparticularlyGermany,TurkeyandAustriamakingitimpossibleto
localizeanyconflictsuchastheAustro-Serbianconflict.

v)RussiamadeGermanytodeclarewaronher.Sheorderedforgeneral

mobilizationon23rdJuly1914andrefusedtoacceptGermany'sultimatum
todemobilize.ThisforcedGermanytodeclarewaronherastheonly
alternative.AccordingtoProfessorFay;

"ItwasprimarilyRussia'sgeneralmobilizationwhenGermanywastryingto
bring Austriato asettlementwhich precipitated thefinalcatastrophe,
causingGermanytomobilizeanddeclarewar"

vi)Russia'sexpansionistpolicyintheBalkansandthedesiretocheck
Germany'sadvancetotheeastmadehertogetentangledinthearmsrace
andmilitarism.ThiswastochallengeGermany'smilitarymightamongst
others,whichforcedGermanytodeclarewaronher.Actually,Russia's
mobilizationwasnotjusttoassistSerbiaagainstAustriabuttargetfully
mobilizedforGermany.

vii)Russia'squittingoftheDreikaisabundin1878madeitimpossiblefor
alliancesystem tobeaninstrumentofpeace.AfterleavingGermany's
camp,she joined the French camp (Triple entente)yetFrance was
Germany'snumberoneenemy.ThisputGermanyontension,incitedherto
prepareforwarandforcedhertodeclarewaronher(Russia)andFrance
aswell.

BRITAIN

i)Shesharesthewarguiltforbeingthemostinfluentialmemberofthe
tripleententethatwasantagonistictothetripleallianceledbyGermany.
Britain made separate treaties with Japan,France and Russia and
consolidatedtheminthetripleententeof1907.ThisthreatenedGermany
andmadehertoprepareforwarandthatiswhyshefoughtFrance,Britain,
RussiaandJapan.

ii)Britain isaccused forcausing World WarIdueto herinternational
jealousyandself-seekingambitions.

Shewasthechampionofcolonialism,enjoyedmonopolybutneverwanted
otherpowerstochallengeherstatusastheworkshopofEurope.This
accountsforimperialism andcolonialeconomicconflictsespeciallywith



thenewGermanythatprecipitatedwar.

iii)Britain also protested the Berlin-Baghdad railway thataimed at
increasingGermantradeintheeasttotheextentofencouragingRussiain
theBalkansfrom 1908,whichhadnotbeenthecasebefore.Shewantedto
useRussiatoblockGermany'sadvance,whichonlybroughtwar.

iv)By1914,Britainhadbuiltahugeandstrongnavalforcebutstillresented
anyotherpower'sattemptstodoso,especiallyGermany.WhenGermany
tried to challenge hernavalsuperiority,she began modernizing and
speedingupnavalandarmsmanufacturethatledtothearmsrace.This
turnedEuropeanbalanceofpowerintoabalanceofterrortocausethe
FirstWorldWar.

v)Britainstandsinthedockofhistoryinasfarasshefoughttodefendher
self-interestinBelgium.ShehadanavalbaseinBelgium from whereshe
controlledtheeasternwaters.ThisiswhatmadehertochampionBelgium
independenceandneutralityin1839.Thus,theBritishdeclarationofwar
basedontheviolationofLondontreatyof1839wasamerecamouflageof
protecting hernavalbase againstthe threatsfrom German troopsin
Belgium.

vi)Britain'srefusaltosettletheeasternquestionpeacefullybypartitioning
theOttomanEmpiremadeittobeahistoricalcentreofEuropeanconflicts
thatdevelopedintoWorldWarI.IfBritainhadacceptedtheRussianpolicy

ofdividingupTurkeyasearlyas19
th

century,theBalkanwarsof1911-1913
wouldhavebeenminimizedandWorldWarIwouldhavestartedfrom
elsewherenotfrom theBalkans.

vii)TheAntiGermanfeelingsandpropagandacreatedbytheBritishpress
makesBritainresponsiblefortheFirstWorldWar.TheLondonTimes
exaggeratedwarthreatsbyGermanyaftertheSarajevoassassinationand
turnedpublicopinionagainstGermany.ThisencouragedAustriatodeclare
waronSerbiaandRussiatomobilizeforwaratthesametime.TheBritish
press propaganda also influenced the governmentto declare waron

Germanyon4
thAugust1914.

FRANCE

France is blamed forherdesire to revenge againstGermanyforthe
humiliationsandlossesoftheFranco-Prussianwarof1870-71.In1871,
PrussiadefeatedFranceandsubjectedhertoaheavywarindemnityof5
billionFrancs,anarmyofoccupationandsnatchedhertwomineralrich



provincesofAlsaceandLorraine.After1871,Francehadaburningdesire
notonlyto recoverAlsace and Lorraine butalso to revenge against
Germanyandrestorehernationalprideandprestigeasagreatpower.

Publicopinionfavouredwarandastatuesymbolizingrevengewaserected
atStrasbourg city.A revengistmovementled byopposition politician
GeneralBoulangeradvocatedforawarofrevengeagainstGermany.This
madeOttoVonBismarckofGermanytotakeaprecautionarymeasureof
starting alliance system and arms race to isolate France and defend

Germany.Declaration ofwaragainstFrance on 3
rd August1914 was

influencedbytheneedtosuppressherspiritofrevenge.

a)AlthoughFrancefoughtadefensivewar,thereisevidencethatshewas
notwillingtobeneutralintheAustro-Serbianwar.Intheaftermathof
Austria'sdeclarationofwaragainstSerbia,KaiserWilliam 11ofGermany
demandedFrancetostateherpositioninthewar.However,PresidentPoint
caredeclinedtoguaranteetheneutralityofFrance,whichforcedGermany
todeclarewaronher.ItmustbenotedthatFrance'srefusaltoguarantee
herneutralitywas partlyinfluenced byherdesire to revenge against
GermanyandrepossesshermineralizedprovincesofAlsaceandLorraine.

b)Francecontributeddirectlyandindirectlytoalliancesystem thatledto
theoutbreakofWorldWar1.Indirectly,herdesiretorevengethelossesof
theFranco-PrussianwariswhatprimarilymadeBismarcktoform the
Dreikaiserbund(1873),Dualentente(1879)andtriplealliance(1882)i.e.to
isolateherandfrustrateherdesiretorevengeagainstGermany.Directly,
FranceinitiatedalliancesagainstGermany.

In1894,shealliedwithRussia(Franco-Russianalliance).In1904,sheallied
withBritain(DualEntente)andin1907;RussiajoinedtheDualEntenteto
form theTripleEntente.ThesealliancesdividedEuropeintotwohostileand
antagonisticcampsleadingtothecollapseofdiplomacyandexplosionof
theFirstWorldWar.

c)Francewasalsoentangled/involvedinmilitarism,naval,andarmsrace.
After1871,Francestartedrearmingherselfwithsophisticatedweapons,
embarkingonconscriptionandimprovinghernavalcapacityasamoveto
launchasuccessfulwarofrevengeagainstGermany.Shealsoventuredin
colonialacquisitionandadoptedthepolicyofassimilationinhercolonies
inordertogetmoremanpowertofightGermany.

RadicaloppositionpoliticianslikeGeneralBoulangerbecamemorepopular
becauseoftheiradvocacyforarevengewaragainstGermany.Allthese



createdfearsuspicion,JealousyandpanicinGermanythatcalumniated
intotheoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWarby1914.

d)Franceisalso blamed forcolonialrivalryand conflictthatcreated
tensionandwarfeverby1914.

SheclashedwithGermanytwiceforthecontrolofmoroccoin1906and
1911i.e.TheTangierincident,1905(the1st Moroccancrisis)andthe
Agadircrisis,1911(thesecondMoroccancrisis).Althoughthesecrises
weresettleddiplomatically,Germanywasleftwithaspiritofrevenge,
whichsheaccomplishedbyattackingFrancein1914.

e)FranceassuredRussiaofsupportintheAustro-Serbianconflict,which
madeitdifficulttolocalizetheissue.TheFrenchPresidentPoincarevisited

Russiafrom 20
th

Julyto23
rd

July1914andpromisedFrenchsupportto
RussiaagainstAustria.Toquotehim,Serbiahasverywarm friendsinthe
RussianpeopleandRussiahasanally,France.Thisiswhatmoraleboosted
RussiatomobilizeforwarafterAustriadeclaringwaronSerbia.

f) However,in comparison to otherpowers,France takes the least
responsibilityfortheoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWar.Thisisbecauseshe
foughtadefensivewar.Although shehad thedesireto revenge,she
peruseditwithreasonablepatienceandneverwentforwaroverAlsace
and Lorraineasan immediatereason.When Austria attacked France,
GermanygaveFrancealimitedtimetostateherpositionandwhenFrance
declined,Germanydeclaredwaronher,marchedandstationedhertroops
inBelgium inreadinesstoinvadeFrance.Francethereforehadnoother
alternativeotherthantomobilizeanddefendherself,therebysharinga
lesserblame.

REASONSFORTHEDEFEATOFCENTRALPOWERS/GERMANYINWORLD
WARI/REASONSFORTHETRIUMPHOFALLIEDPOWERSINWORLD

WARI



Background

WorldwarIwasbasicallyfoughtbetweentwobelligerentcampsi.e.the
tripleallianceandtripleentente.

GermanyandAustria-Hungarywerethecoremembersofthetriplealliance
andwerecalledthecentralpowers.France,BritainandRussiawerethe
dominantmembersofthetripleententeandwereknownasalliedpowers.
Turkey,RomaniaandBulgariajoinedthecentralpowersandUSAjoinedthe
allied powers in 1917 afterthe withdrawalofRussia.Italy,though a
memberofthetriplealliancechangedcampandfoughtonthesideofthe
tripleentente.Thewaralsoinvolvedcoloniesandotherpowersthatjoined
eitherofthecamps.Thecentralpowersbeganthewarwithmuchvigorand
successesbutfailedtosustainthewarinthelongrun.Theywereover
poweredwithmassivelossesandby1918allhadsurrendered.Thiswas
duetopolitical,socialandeconomicfactors.

l.Militarysuperiorityofalliedpowersaccountsfortheirsuccessagainst
centralpowers/Germany.

Thealliedpowershadbettermilitaryequipmentsliketanksthatwerefirst
usedbytheBritish,sophisticatedfighterjetsandairplanesforspyingon
thepositionoftroopsofcentralpowers.Thecentralpowersweremilitarily
inferiorwhichmadethem toloseseveralbattles.TherangesoftheGerman
U-boatswereshortandinflictedmaximum damageonciviliansthanallied
troops,whichattractednegativepublicoutcryagainstthecentralpowers.
TheGermanstriedtousepoisongasbutabandoneditafterrealizingthat
windswereblowingitbacktotheirownbase.Besides,Germanallieslike
Turkey,Austria-HungaryandBulgariaweresoweakthatGermanywould
occasionallydiverthertroopstohelpthem againstthealliedpowers.

This diverted the German armyand led to lack ofconcentration yet
Germanywasfightingtwofrontsi.e.TheWesternfrontagainstBelgium,
FranceandBritainandtheEasternfrontagainstRussia.

2.The navalsuperiorityofallied powers also explains the defeatof
centralpowers/Germany.

ThealliedpowerswereboostedbyBritainwhohadthebestdreadnaughts
andbattleshipsmannedbywelldrilledandexperiencednavalofficers.
These were effectively used to block Germany and herallies from
accessingmostEuropeanwaters,whichlimitedtheircombatoperationsto
themainland.Importsandexportsinvolvingcentralpowersweretherefore
severelyreduced,whichworsenedeconomiccrisisandweakenedthem



militarily.TheBritishnavyalsodemolishedseveralGermansquadronsand
U-boatsontheAtlanticOceane.g.A verydangerousGermansquadron
commandedbyAdmiralGrafthathadinflictedseveredamageonBritish
shipsonthecoastofSouthAmericawasfinallycrushedinDec1914.
Thereafter,theseveralGermansquadronsthatwerescatteredthroughout
theworldwerehunteddownanddemolished.

NavalsuperioritymadealliedpowerstoeffectivelycontrolEuropeanwaters
andfreelymovetroopstoanytheatreofwarunlikethecentralpowers,
whichmadethedefeatofthecentralpowersinevitable.

3.TherecklessGermansubmarinewarfarestrategyalsocontributedto
thedefeatofGermanyandherallies.

The Germans used unrestricted U-boatwarships thatwere banned in
Europebecauseoftheirdestructivenature.From mid1915,theGermans
withoutanypreliminarywarningrecklesslyusedU-boatstosinkanyshipbe
itforcivilians,merchants,traders,refugees;soldiersorpassengersaslong
asitwassightedinthewarzone.TheU-boatsevensunkshipsofneutral
countrieslikeSpain,PortugalandUSA.

Thisledtodeathofseveralinnocentcivilians’tradersandrefugeese.g.in
May1915;theGermanssunktheBritishship(Lusitania)inwhichover1000
passengersincluding100Americancitizensperished.Thiscreatedapublic
outcryinAmericatopunishGermanyforthewantonmassacrethatmade
USAtojointhewaronthesideofalliesanddefeatGermany.Ontheother
hand,German'soverrelianceonU-boatswasunsustainableby1918.The
alliescountereditwiththe"Convoysystem"whichrenderedtheU-boat
strategyineffectivehenceaccountingforGermany'sdefeat.

4.TheGermaninvasionofBelgium in1914wasamilitaryblunderthat
contributedtothedefeatofthecentralpowers.
On4thAugust1914,GermanyinvadedBelgium andattackedFrance.This

wasanoutrightviolationofthe1839Londontreatyinwhichthegreat

powershadpledgedtorespecttheneutralityandindependenceofBelgium.

ThisportrayedGermanyasanaggressiveimperialpowerthatdoesnot

respectinternationaltreaties.ItirritatedEuropeanpowersmostespecially

Britainwhojoinedthewarpurposelytosafeguardthe1839Londontreaty,

whichhadguaranteedBelgium'sindependence.Thereafter,Britainusedher

navalpowertoblockadeGermanyinEuropeanwaters,whichconditioned

German'sdefeatby1918.



5.PoorplanningbasedonmisconceptioncreatedbytheSchleinffenplan
alsocontributedtoGermany'sdefeatinWorldWarI.

TheGermanwarplanwasdevisedbyherchiefofgeneralstaff.CountVon
SchleinffeninwhichGermantroopsweretoquicklymarchthroughBelgium
intoFrance,overrunParisanddefeatFranceinabout6weeks.Thereafter,
thevictorioustroopsweretorushtotheEastanddefeatthe'inferiorand
backward'Russiainafewdays.Howevertheplanwasafiascorightfrom

themomentitwastried.Firstofall,thewarstartedwithRussiaon1stAug

beforeFrancelateronthe3rd.

Secondly,theBelgianswagedastrongresistanceandthequickmarchto
Francewasadream.Thirdly,theinferiorandbackwardRussiansadvanced
muchfasterandattackedEastPrussia,whichpromptedtheGermansto
divertover4moredivisionsfrom FrancetotheEast.Thisdisorganizedand
weakened German forces right from the onset and retarded their
effectiveness.

6.Numericalsuperiorityofalliedpowersalsocontributedtothedefeatof
Germanyandherallies.Thealliedcamphadmorestatesincludinglarge
andhighlypopulatedcountrieslikeBritain,France,Russia,Belgium,Japan,
and USA etc.Theywereboosted bycommonwealthforcesand vast
coloniespossessedbyalliedpowers.Ontheotherhand,Germanyandher
allieshadveryfewcoloniescomparedtothosepossessedbyalliedpowers.
OutofGermanallies,onlyAustriawasmilitarilystrongerwhileTurkeyand
Bulgariaweremilitarilyinferior.Thescaleofthewarsubjectedthefour
centralpowerstofightthewholeworld,whichwasimpossibleconsidering
thefactthattheywerenumericallydisadvantaged.

7.TheentryofUSAonthesideofalliesboostedthealliesandcontributed
tothespeedydefeatofthecentralpowers.In1917,USAjoinedtheallies
againstGermanypartlytoavengethedeathofabout100Americancitizens
intheBritishshipLusitaniathatwasdestroyedbyGermanU-boatin1915.
Priorto1917,USAhadaccumulatedalotoffinancialgainsthroughsaleof
warrelatedequipmentsandshewasthemoststablenation.Itshouldbe
notedthatbyApril1917,thewarhadreachedastalematewhereeitherside
could notmake significantgains and win.However,USA's entrance
reinforcedalliedpowerswithfinancialandmilitarybackingatatimewhen
bothcampswereexhaustedandfatigued.Italsohelpedtofillthegapleft
byRussia'swithdrawalandthatexplainswhythecentralpowersfailedto
takeadvantageofitbymakingrapidgains,whichcouldhavewonforthem
thewar.



EncirclementofGermanyby1917greatlycontributedtothedefeatof
centralpowers.From 1916,theallieslaunchedthreesimultaneousattacks
from theWestern,EasternandItalianfronts.Americanslaunchedafull
scaleinvasionofGermansnearVerdun,Britishusedheavytankstoshell
GermantroopsAmiensandArras,andCanadiansattackedGermantroops
whohadearlierontakenoverpress.FrenchandBelgiansintensifiedtheir
attacks in the North ofFrance.This encirclementoverstretched and
scattered the German troopsand made the defeatofcentralpowers
inevitablesinceGermanywastheonlyactivememberby1918.

8.High spiritofpatriotism and nationalism also contributed to the
successofalliedpowersagainstGermanyandherallies.Alliednations
like Britain,
FranceandItalywereledbydemocratswhoinstilledthespiritofpatriotism and
nationalism in theirsubjects.Theirleaders used the mass media to
mobilizeallablebodiedpersonstofightanddefeatthecentralpowers.For
instance,in1916whentheGermansattackedthemainmilitarybaseof
FrenchforcesatVerdun,MarshallPetain,theFrenchcommanderissuedan
inspiringcalltohistroopsthat"theyshallnotpass".Thiscallbecamethe
FrenchpatrioticsloganthatinspiredconfidenceandresilienceinFrench
troops,whichmadetheGermanstobeejectedfrom France.

9.Theroleofcharismaticleadershipalsocontributedtothesuccessof
alliedpowersintheWar.TheFrenchprimeminister,GeorgeClemenceau
andhiscounterpartofBritainweremoreexperiencedandcompetentthan
theleadersofthecentralpowers.Theymobilizedandmoralboostedtheir
nationalstofightanddefeatGermanyandherallies.Ontheotherhand,
centralpowers were led byless experienced and shrewd statesmen.
GermanyafterthedownfallofBismarckwasledbyKaiserIIandarmy
commandersVonHindenburgandLudendorff,whowerelessorientedin
Europeanpoliticsandmilitaryorganization.

Austria-HungarywasledbyEmperorFrancisJosephwhoseage(84years
in1914)hadpartlymadehim incapableofholdingtheramshackleempire
together(theempirewascrumblingduetotheriseofnationalism).Turkey
wasledbySultanMuhammadVwhohadalsofailedtomaintainharmony
andco-existencebetweenthevariousnationalitiesstrugglingtoregain
theirindependence.Thiscreatedinternalweaknessesthatreducedthe
effectivenessofthecentralpowersinthewarandfavouredthesuccessof
alliedpowersinWorldWarI.

10.ThedefectionofItalyandRomaniatoalliedcampalsocontributedto



thedefeatofthecentralpowers.Italywasafoundermemberofthetriple
alliance(ledbyGermany)andRomaniawasacloseally.

GermanyandAustriathusexpectedbothstatestosupporttheminthewar.
Howeverin1916,bothItalyandRomaniadefectedandjoinedtheallies
againstthecentralpowers.Thiscreatedpanic,confusionandlowmoralein
thecampofthecentralpowers.Thedefectionledtoleakageoflongwar
plansandstrategiesandboostedthemoraleinthealliedpowersthatledto
thedefeatofthecentralpowers.

11.Presspropagandawasusedtodecampaignthecentralpowersand
mobilizemasssupportthatledtothesuccessofalliedpowers.Themass
mediawasmanipulatedtopopularizemaliciousandridiculousinformation
aboutthecentralpowers.TheBritishandFrenchmediawereusedby
opportunisticpoliticianstodepictGermanyandheralliesasimperialists
whowerefightingtodominateandoppresstheworld.

LordNorthCliffe,whowasinchargeofpropagandainBritain,dispatched
leafletstoAustria-Hungaryinwhichhepromisedthevariousnationalities
theirindependence,iftheydesertedtheAustrianEmpire.TheCzechs,Poles,
SlovenesandCroatiansrespondedtotheofferandjoinedtheallies.They
contributedtonumericalsuperiorityofalliedpowersthatoverwhelmedthe
centralpowers.

12.EconomichardshipalsoaccountsforthedefeatofGermanyandher
allies.ThiswaspartlyduetothefactthatGermanydivertedresourcesfrom
productivesectorslikeagriculturetosustainthewarthatdraggedonfor
4years.Worstofall,as the warprogressed,allied powers imposed
economicembargoonthecentralpowersthatbannedimportsandexports
offood,medicine,arms and ammunitions throughoutEurope.Britain
enforcednavalblockadewheresheconfiscatedcargoesofneutralships
tradingwithGermanypurposelytowreckGermany'seconomy.Thisledto
acute economic hardship like inflation,financialcrisis,unemployment,
povertyandstarvation.Ontheotherhand,alliedpowerseasilytradedin
arras,ammunitions,foodandmedicines,whichfavouredthem againstthe
centralpowers.Oneshouldrecapitulatethatfinancialcrisisledtopoor
armament,slow reinforcement,poormotivation and low morale that
subjectedGermanyandherallies’todefeat.

13.InternalinstabilityalsocontributedtothedefeatofGermany.By1918,
tradeunionists,socialistsandcommunistsmobilizedprotestsagainstthe
severeeconomichardshipandGermany'scontinuationofwaragainstthe



allies.The communists attempted a revolution that was ruthlessly
suppressed.ThesedivertedattentionandconcentrationofGermanleaders
andsoldiersfrom thewar.Onthecontrary,alliednationswererelatively
stablewiththeexceptionofRussia.Tradeunionistscooperatedwiththeir
governmentsandworkersweresilencedwithhighwages.Thiscreated
internalstabilitythatlefttheallieswithmuchfreedom toconcentrateon
thewaragainstGermanyandherallies.

14.TheabdicationofKaiserWilliam 11on8thNov1918andthesigning
ofarmisticebyPresidentEbert

WasthefinalstepinthedefeatofthecentralpowersBy1918,allGerman
allieshadsurrenderedandGermanywasstillpersistingwiththewaramidst
severeeconomiccrisis,internalprotestsandthreatofmilitarycoup.This
forcedtoparmycommandersi.e.LudendorffandHindenburgtorelinquish
theirpowertotheReichstag.KaiserWilliam 11wasalsoforcedbypressure
ofeventstoabdicateandfleetoHolland,whichmadeChancellorPrince
Marx to handovergovernmentcontrolto Fredrick Ebert,the social-

democratleader.On11thNov1918,FredrickEbertsignedanarmisticewith
thevictoriouspowersthatmarkedtheendofthewarandthefinaldefeatof
thecentralpowers.

EFFECTSOFTHEFIRSTWORLDWAR

TheFirstWorldWarwasthemostdestructivewarfoughtbetweenthe

highlyorganizedstatesofthe20
th

century.Itwasthefirstwaronalarge
scalethatdislocatedthepolitical,social,economicandmilitarystructures
andthewholeworld.Everybelligerentstateborelastingscarsofthe
terribleordealbetweentheyears1914-1918.Itsimpactwilldirectlyand
indirectlycontinuetoaffectthestyleandpatternoflifeofmankindinthe
universe.

Positiveimpact

i)Politicalfreedom

Thewargaverisetonew andindependentstatesonthemapofEurope.
The Versailles peacemakers granted independence to Poland,
Czechoslovakia,Romania,Hungary,Yugoslavia etc.The independent
Republic ofYugoslavia was created bymerging Herzegovina,Croatia,

Brain



SloveniaandMontenegro.

RumaniaalsobecameindependentandevenacquiredBessarabiafrom
RussiaandTransylvaniafrom Austria-Hungary.Mostofthenewlycreated
stateswereformerlyundertheOttomanEmpire.However,themergingof
differentnationalitiesbrewedconflict,whichledtopoliticalinstabilitythat
characterizedtheinter-warperiod.

ii)Territorialre-adjustment

SometerritorialchangeswerewitnessedduetotheoutcomeofWorldWar
I.AtVersailles,FranceregainedtheprovincesofAlsaceandLorraine,the
worksofartsandherflagthatwereconfiscicatedbyGermanyin1871.
GermanyalsolostSchleswigtoDenmark,EupenandMalmedytoBelgium
amongstothers.ItalygainedTriesteandTrientinofrom Austriawhichwere
inhabitedbyItaliansbutstillruledbyAustria.AustrialostBosniaand
HerzegoviniatothenewlycreatedstateofYugoslaviaandSloveniato

Czechoslovakia.Theseterritorialre-adjustmentscreatednew boundaries
andredrewthemapofEurope.

iii)FormationoftheLeagueofNations

TheformationoftheLeagueofNationsinJan1920wasanoutcomeofthe
FirstWorldWar.ThedevastationsandsufferingsoftheGreatWarcautioned the
greatpowersofthenecessitytoavoidawarofsuchnatureinfuture.This
gaverisetotheLeagueofNationsasaninternationalorganisationto
maintain peace in Europe.This was because the weakness ofthe
InternationalCourtofJusticewaspartlyresponsiblefortheoutbreakof
WorldWarIanditsdisastrousconsequences.TheLeagueofNationswas
todiplomaticallyresolveconflictsandprotecttheterritorialintegrityand
independenceofweakerstatesasastrategyofcreatingalastingpeace.

iv)RiseofJapanandUSA

ThewarledtotheriseofJapanandUSA sincetheywerenotgreatly
affected.Afterthe collapse ofthe Tsaris regime in Russia,Japan
expanded in theeast.Shetookadvantageoftheeastern marketsto
strengthen hereconomy.By 1917,USA had supplied the allies with
ammunitionsandothersupplies,whichbroughthereconomicprosperity.
ShealsogaveloanstostatesforfinancingtheWarandpostwarrecovery
from whichshereapedalotofinterestafterthewar.AfterthewarJapan
andUSAcontinuedtheirdominanceinthesupplyofmanufacturedgoods
to the world.This consolidated the economic,military and political



influenceofJapanandUSAalongsideBritaininEuropeanandWorldaffairs.

V)Thetriumphofcommunism inRussiaanditsspreadtoEasternEurope

TheFirstWorldWarledtotheriseofcommunism inRussiathatspreadto
EasternEuropeby1939.Thechaosandcatastrophiceffectsofthewarin

RussiacreatedarevolutionarymoodagainsttheTsaristregimeledbyTsar
Nicholas11.Consequently,revolutionaryleaderslike Lenin,Stalin and
Trotskymobilized the Russians in a dualrevolution thatended in a
communistgovernmentonNov1917.Thereafter,communism spreadto
EasternEuropeandbecameathreattocapitalistWesternEuropeby1939. This
latercreatedanideologicalstrugglebetweencommunistEasternEurope
ledbyUSSRandcapitalistWesternEuropeledbyUSAthatisknownasthe
Coldwar.

vi)Thedownfallofconservativeandautocraticgovernments

ThecollapseofconservativeanddictatorialgovernmentsinEuropewas
alsoaconsequenceoftheFirstWorldWar.Thenegativeeffectsofthewar
wereblamedonconservativeandautocraticregimesthatwereaccusedof
provokingthewar.TheGermansblamedtheHohenzollem dynasty,the
RussiansaccusedTsardom,AustriansandHungarians'fixedtheireyes'on
Hapsburg Empire as the Balkan states held the Ottoman Empire
responsibleforthehorribleexperiencetheywentthrough.By1939these
conservativeandautocraticgovernmentswereoverthrownandreplaced
bynewonce.

vii)TheriseofRepublicanism inGermany

The FirstWorld Warled to the rise ofconstitutionaland democratic
governmentinGermany.AsGermanywasonthevergeofherfinaldefeat
towards 1918,there was public outcryagainstKaiserWilliam IIwho
eventuallyfledtoexileandleftapoliticalvacuum inGermany.European
powerslikeFranceand Britainwerefed up oftheautocraticGerman
monarchicalgovernmentandwantedarepublicangovernmentinGermany.
TheBritishandtheFrenchthereforeadvocatedfortheestablishmentofa
democraticgovernmentsimilartothoseinBritainandFrance,whichwould
be a puppetgovernmentofforeign powers.Thisled to the rise and
existenceoftheWeimerrepublicwhich transformed Germanyfrom a
Monarchytoademocraticstatebetween1919to1933.

viii)Destructionofsocialclassdivision



ThewarendedsocialclassdivisioninanumberofEuropeanstates.The
wardestroyedinvestmentsandpropertiesofwealthypeopleespeciallythe
middleclassandlandlordsinstateslikeBritainandFrance.

Thechaoticatmospherecreatedbythewarfavouredlootingbythepoor
especiallypeasantssomeofwhom becamerichandmovedtothelevel

ofmiddleclass.Duringthewar,peopleofdifferentsocialclassesand
nationalitiesfledandhidtogetherandsharedthesamecamps,sickbays
andhospitals.

Afterthewar,itbecamedifficulttodifferentiatebetweenapeasantanda
middleclasssincethesocialgapwasnarrowedbythewar.Itledtothe
spreadoftheideaofsocialequalityandfraternitythatledtotheriseof
culturaltoleranceinEurope.ThisendedSocialclassconflictsinEuropeas
therewasmutualrespectforallmankindwithoutprejudice.

ix)Womenemancipation

TheFirstWorldWarcontributedtothegrowthofwomenemancipation
movement.ItcreatedanenvironmentthatledtosocialchangesinEurope
andindeedtheworld.Thewarledtoacuteshortageofmensincemostof
them werekilledanddisabled.Itmadewomentobeemployedinfactories,
shops,publicoffice,hospitalsandschoolsthatwereformallyformen.
Theystartedputtingontightminiskirtsandtrousersastheydidworkthat
wereoriginallypreservedformen.Thisledtowomenemancipationandthe
ideaofequalitysincewomen'stalentswererealized.Womenformedsocial
movementstoadvocateforequalitywithmen.Consequently,inBritainall
womenaged30andaboveweregiventherighttovote.

Thusthewarledtosocialchangesinthestatusofwomenthatmadethem
toplaymoreactiveroleintheircommunities.

x)Improvementineducation

There wasimprovementin education,science,technologyand further
spreadofindustrialrevolution.Thiswasdonebecauseitwasrealizedthat
Europeneedededucatedlabourforceforprogress.InBritain,the1918
education acttried to provide a fulland adequate education forthe
country'schildren.Scienceandtechnologywerealsoimproved.Afterthe
war,wartimeresearchandinventionswereusedtomakeindustriesmore
efficientandorganized.Forinstance,therewasdevelopmentofbomber
aircraftindustryandairtravelafterthewar.However,theprogressof
scienceandthesufferingsexperiencedduringtheWarmademanypeople



tolosefaithinreligionandtheideaoftheexistenceofthealmightyGod.
Thisledtoadeclineinreligiousbeliefsthatmade1920'stobereferredto
astheGayyears.

xi)Romanticism andmerrymaking

TheWarledtoacultureofromanticism andmerrymakinginEurope.The
physicalandpsychologicaleffectsofthewarmadetheyoungstersand
othersurvivorsto resortto merrymakinginanattemptto forgetthe
miseries,trauma,andstressfrom thewar̂ InLondonandotherbigcities
ofEurope,peopleresortedtodancing,jazzmusic,partiesandotherleisure
activities.Otherdrew picturesandmadeartpiecesdepictingtheterrible
experiencetheyhadwitnessed.Allthesemadethepost-WorldWarIperiod
tobecode-namedGayTwenties.

Negativeimpact

1)Depopulation

ThegreatesteffectofWorldWarIwasthelossofmillionsofablebodied
personsletalonedisabling manymore.It'sestimated that13,000,000
peoplewerekilledintheactualfightingwhile10,000,000werepermanently
disabled.Foreveryminuteoffighting,foursoldierswerebeingkilledand
nine wounded.Atthe nationallevel,David Thomson reportsthatone
FrenchmanwaskilledeveryminutebetweenAugust1914andFeb1918.
Thisdeathtollwasfurtheracceleratedbyfamine,diseasesduringthewar,
appallingconditionofprisonersofwarandothercalamitiesrelatedtothe
war.Theoverallconsequencewasdepopulationthatleftabout10,000,000
orphansandwidows.

ii)Changeinthepopulationstructure

ThewarchangedthepopulationstructureinEurope.Themassivedeathof
men especially atthe battle field created a demographic structure
dominatedbywomenandchildrenthanmen.Thehighdeathratewasalso
followedbylow deathratesincethenumberofproductivepeoplewas
greatlyreduced.Itcreated labourshortagethatmadeindustrialiststo
resorttowomenandchildren.Howevermostofthewomenandchildren
wereinexperiencedandinefficient,whichoftenresultedintoproductionof
substandardcommoditiesthatcouldnotbesolvedintheworldmarket.On
theotherhand,employmentofchildrenindangerousfactoriesandmines



wasthebeginningofchildabuse,whichisasocialeviluptotoday.Thus,
theFirstWorldWarcanbeblamedforavailingafavourableatmosphere
thatledtochildlabourwithallitsdangersonthechildren.

iii)Displacementofpeople

ThewarledtomassivedisplacementofpeopleinEurope.Therewasa
largeinfluxofhomelessrefugeesandInternallyDisplacedPersons.It's
estimated thatabout21 million people were displaced and became
homeless.ManyofthesewerekeptincampsinWesternEuropeduringand
afterthewar.Thisleftthealliedpowerswiththeproblem ofhow to
repatriate and rehabilitate such displaced persons.This burden was
shoulderedbytheinternationalcommunitythroughtheLeagueofNations.

iv)Theplightofprisonersofwar

Thewarleftbehindthechallengeofprisonersofwar.Duringthewar,the
alliedpowersgotmanyGermans,Austrians,Bulgarians,andTurksetcas
prisonersofwar.Thecentralpowersalsomanagedtotakeagoodnumber
ofRussians,British,French,andBelgiansetcasprisonersofwar.Afterthe
war,belligerentshadsomanyprisonersofwar.Forinstance,Russiahad
about427,000prisonersofwar.Thechallengewasbigassuchastatehad
to provide basic services like food,water,accommodation,medical
servicesandsecurity.ThischallengeendedaftertheLeagueofNations
tookoverandrepatriatedtheprisonersofwartotheircountries.

v)Destructionofpropertyandinfrastructure

Thewarledtowantondestructionofpropertyandinfrastructurewiththe
exception ofUSA and associated powers outside Europe.Production
assetslikeindustries,mines,hospitals,clinics,educationalinstitutions,
shops,hotels,administrativecenters,residentialhouses,roads,railways,
bridges,militaryequipmentsandweaponsallsuffereddestructionduring
thewar.Ofequalimportancewasagriculturewherevaluablefoodandcash
cropstogetherwithlivestockwerekilled,confiscatedordestroyed.France,
GermanyandBelgium experiencedtheworstdamagebecausetheywereat
the centre ofthe war.The damages led to famine,starvation and
malnutrition in thewholeworld.Thesewereworstin Germanywhere
productionfellby70%.TheRussianssufferedseverefamineduetothe
GermandestructionofUkrainewheatfieldthatusedtobetheprinciple
supplierofwheatinRussia.

vi)Economicdecline



Thewarseriouslydrainedtheeconomyandresourcesoftheworldleading
to economic decline and hardships.Huge chunks of money were
squanderedinfinancingthewarandeconomicrecoveryprogramsafterthe
war,yetmostoftheproductiveassetslikeindustriesandmineswererazed
totheground.Someotherindustriesthatsurvivedwereclosedandthose
thatinitiallyproduced consumergoodsresorted to production ofwar
materials.Thisledtoshortageofcommodities,inflation,unemployment,
heavydebtburden,poorstandardoflivinganddeclineininternationaltrade.
Britainthathad dominated tradeastheworkshop ofEuropesuffered
greatlyduetothewar.Sheconcentratedontheproductionofwarmaterials,
which madehercustomersto switch to othercountriesforessential
commodities.WhentheWarended,theycouldnolongerrenewtheirtrade
relations with Britain.Yetthe few customers thatremained were so
devastatedbythewarthattheydidnothavethemoneytobuyBritish
goods.Germanyherselfwascrippledbyreparationsthatshepaidinkind
andthisdestroyedtheBritishtradethemore.

Germany'seconomysufferedmostasshewasdeprivedofallhercolonies
inAfrica,MiddleEastandAsia.Shewasdisarmedandforcedtopaya
heavywarindemnityof£6,600m.ThismadeGermanytobeontopofthe
greateconomicdepressioninEurope.Forinstance,by1931Germanyhad
6,000,000unemployedpeoplewhileBritainhad3,000,000.

vii)TheGreatDepressionof1929-1933

TheFirstWorldWar,contributedtotheoutbreakoftheWorldeconomic
depressionof1929-1933.

Destructionandcloserofindustriesledtomassunemploymentandlow
purchasing power that huge quantities of commodities unsold.
Internationaltradedeclinedbecausecountrieswereleftsopoorthatthey
could notimportlarge quantities offoreign products yettheirown
domesticmarketswerefloodedwithsurplusproducts.Aboveallmany
EuropeancountrieswereheavilyindebtedtoUSA asaresultofloans
borrowedtofinancethewarandreconstructtheeconomyafterthewar.
TherepaymentofsuchdebtstoUSAmoreoverinform ofGoldreduced
moneysupplyandledtotheoutbreakoftheGreatDepressionby1929.

viii)ThedownfallofGermanyandherallies

ThewarledtothefallanddisintegrationofGermanyandherallies.After
herdefeat,Germanywaspartitionedinto two withthePolishCorridor
miningthroughittotheportofDanzig.TheAustrianempiredisappeared



from themapofEurope.Austriawasreducedtoasmalllandlocked
countrywithapopulationentirelyGermanspeakingofabout7millionwhile
HungarywasisolatedwithapopulationalmostentirelymadeupofMagyar
ofabout8million.

ix)Theendofformertreatiesandalliances

TheFirstWorldWardestroyedandendedthethenexistingtreatiesand
alliances.TheGermaninvasionofBelgium in1914violatedtheLondon
treatyof1839thathadguaranteedtheindependenceandneutralityof-
Belgium.In1915,ItalysignedthetreatyofLondonbywhichshejoinedthe
tripleententetofightagainstthetriplealliancewhichshehadbeena
member(sincel882 when shesigned).With this,Italyfoughtagainst
AustriaandGermanywhowereherformerallies.In1917,Russiasigned
thetreatyofBrestLitovskwithGermanybywhichsheabandonedthetriple
ententeandcrossedtoGermany'ssideafterbeingdefeated(byGermany).
Theseshiftingofsidesweakenedformertreatiesandalliancesandmadeit
impossible to renew them afterthe war.However,new treaties and
alliances like the little entente ofPoland,Czechoslovakia,Romania,
YugoslaviaandFrance(1921-1927)andtheaxisallianceofGermany,Italy
andJapan(1937)reemergedintheinterwarperiod.Thenewtreatiesand
alliances had differentmembership some ofwhich included former
enemiesofWorldWarI,hencethedynamicsofinterwarpolitics.

x)Politicalchangesinfavourofdictatorship

The war resulted into politicalchanges that favoured the rise of
dictatorshipinEuropebetween1919and1936.Thesocialandeconomic
problemscreatedbythewarmadepeopletolosefaithgovernmentsthat
ledthem intothewar.Thisunderminedthepre-wargovernmentsthatwas
usedbyambitiousmenlikeLenin,Mussolini,GeneralFrancoandHitlerto
mobilize the masses thatled to the collapse ofthe then existing
governments.ThiswasresponsiblefortheriseofCommunism inRussiain
1917,Fascism inItaly(1922)andSpain(1939),andNazism inGermanyin
1934.These were because the massespreferred strong,militantand
authoritarian governmentsthatcould effectivelydefend theirterritorial
integrityandindependence.

xi)TheNegativeimplicationsofthe1919Versaillessettlement.

TheFirstWorldWarwasconcludedwiththeVersaillestreatyof1919that
hadnegativeimplicationsonEurope.ThetreatywasdictatedandGermany
plusherallieswereforcedtosignagainsttheirwill.Thetermsofthetreaty



likestates;warguilt,reparations,anddisarmament,territorialandmandate
clausesbroughtseveralnegativechangesagainstthedefeatednationsin
favourofthevictoriouspowers.JapanandItalywhowereonthesideof
the victorious powers were also unfairly rewarded fortheirefforts.
Consequently,theyjoinedGermanyintheTokyo-Rome-Berlinaxisand
wagedanetworkofaggressionsthatdestabilizedEuropeanpeaceinthe
interwarperiod.

xii)TheoutbreakofWorldWarII

TheFirstWorldWarlaidfoundationfortheoutbreakofWorldWarII.The
destroyed European economy and led to economic depression that
destroyeddiplomaticrelationsandledtotheoutbreakofWorldwarIIby
1939.ThewarwasalsoconcludedbytheunfairVersaillessettlementthat
leftGermany,ItalyandJapanwithahighspiritofrevengeratherthan
reconciliation.ItalsoledtotheriseofaggressiveleaderslikeHitlerin
GermanyandMussoliniinItalywhowagedaseriesofaggressionthat
climaxedintotheGermaninvasionofPolandandtheoutbreakofWorld
WarII.Tothisextent,onecanconcludethattheSecondWorldWarwasa
continuationoftheFirstWorldWar.




