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2 Verbs Rarely Found in Continuqus Forms
There are certain verbs which are rarely found in the Continuous forms. For
lish we realise (even if we do not learn the

example, early in our study of English i :
rule) that the verb #0 be is used in the Present Simple whether we are talking

about something which is going on now or something which is habitual:

I @72 late now.

I @72 often late.
We can therefore say that 20 e is a verb not usually found in the Con-

tinuous form (except, of course, in the passive).
There are several verbs of this kind. They describe states or feclings which

are thought to continue indefinitely. It is advisable to acquaint oneself
thoroughly with these verbs. They are more easily remembered if we think of

them as falling into six groups:

1. Verbs for states over which we have no control

see I sec that it is raining again.
(Compare ook, e.g. He is looking at a map . Seeing is a state over which we

have no control once we have our eyes open, but we can choose to look or

- not look.)
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open that it is not used in the continuous fo
Ot::r Ip:cming’ ac &." these the continuous fon::m ca:;:nu: ¢ several
The manager s seeing the applicants. (interviewing) .

The tourists are seeing the ancient monuments this il :
o s th.c - falling. Listen is used about f ‘S;?::;mg)
action, €.g. | am listening to the radio.) tary
feel (when intransiuve) This blanket feels s ik
taste (when intransiuve) This meat fastes good.
smell (when intransitive) His breath soells bad.

_ Verbs for ideas

bnow He now &nows as much about the subject as you do.
ynderstand We understand what he is talking about.

think (that) I think (that) it is time for us to leave. (Compare
think of, c.g. He is thinking of his future )

1 believe what he is saying is true.

belseve

dithelieve She disbelieves her own father.

suppose I suppose you are nght.

doubt I doubt if he will succeed.

agree We agree with his suggestion.

disagree We disagree with his point of view.
realise They realise they cannot win the game.
rmagine I imagine you will succeed.

comsider (that) His teacher comsiders him a good student. (Compare
consider when it means think over, c.g. He s still considering what action
be should take.)

nofice I motice that you have been promoted.

recogmise  Britain now recogmises the new regime.

forget I forget his name.

remember | remember what he said.

recall I recall the actual words of the speaker.

- Verbs for liking and disliking

like
dislike
love
bate
detess
é.fpirg
Prefer
forgive




1 #rust you do not object.

frust ’
distrust I distrust this man.
. Verbs for wishing
wish He wishes to leave as early as possible.
want They want more than they are entitled to.
- desire The Company Zeszres to recruit a branch manager.
. Verbs for possession
possess He possesses well over a thousand books.
have He bas more money than he needs. (The rule applies only

when bave means possess. In other cases the Continuous can be used,
c.g. We are mow baving lunch.)

own

' belong to

be

His father owns several acres of land.
This book &elomgs to John Brown.

. Certain other verbs

He #s very patient. (The Continuous can be used if we wish to

describe a state which is only temporary. For example, we can say: He &
not beng very patient over this matter. The Simple is used to describe 2
characteristic that is thought of as being permanent.)
appear She appears to be more incelligent than she is. (Only when
appear means seem. When it means come smto wew, the Continuous is
possible, c.g. Leaves are now appearing om the trees.)

seem This seems to be the book I should read.
mean He doesn’t know what you meas.
Dlease (usually in passive) He &5 pleased with the news.
displease  (usually in passive) We are dlispleated with her
differ The two brothers differ in many respects. =
;:;:::rd Hi ?up::::n maisers to me.. et vi i S0
resemble  He ruﬂnblenf‘lvnis fﬁ:h'cd; PR dm@m .
a’;{ern He deserves the medal. &
refuse He refuses to take i
resuly His ﬁj'::rc results fl::nm L“uol“‘:i:‘:e :
mﬁ‘i«.:e What we have suffices. .
consist of Thccmmecom:'moftwentylcaom
;anm lh.ctinmm:anoumofmhw;
old Mmmhwmhtnﬁu.(o;lywhgnwmﬂm
contain )
fir Now that it has been ' |

6 The blue dress she s wearing rwit her,



T YT e e

R e .

_ The previous verbs are occasionally found ; _
7 ';I:]P“[‘:‘”Y true in colloquial English. If the wu;r;h'ca&.n:nuous forms. This 5
meaning) is used to imply frequent Iepetition ‘:hi(f}(:r i of similar
disapproval of the speaker (as in the examples on page 3) MCEs with the
can be used with some of the above verbs, - - » 2 Continuous tense

He is always forgetting his books” '
He is always foreseeing disaster, "7~ it 5

wich this exception, it is generally advis ;

avoid using the above verbs in C°nti}:luou5 }l;:nf:’r a student at this leve] 1o

EXERCISE 9

Change the infinitives in brackets to either the Present Slmplc or the Present
Continuous tense: 352 6% sl il it

1 Now we (know) more about the use of the Continuous tenses.

2 They no longer (resemble) each other.

3 The bicycle which he (use) today (belong) to me.

4 Now that it is too late he (want) to go to the cinema.

5 I (doubt) if he will come. :

6 You (understand) what he is talking about?

7 That student (deserve) a prize he has worked so hard.

8 What he (mean) is not clear to me.

9 They (work) hard when they (have) to.
10 I (not remember) his name, but I (think) my brother will be able to tell

you. : :
11 The exercise we (do) now (appear) to be easy but it (contain) some tricky

© sentences.
12 Now that you have given me an example I (sec) what you (mean).

‘13 This room (smell) very stuffy this moming. : _
14 His future (matter) very much not only to himself but also to his family.

15 The ice-cream we are eating (taste) very good.
16 1 (know) now that he (understand) what I (mean).

- 17 Our landlord now (own) five houses.
18 He still (consider) what should be done. S ‘
19 The doctor (feel) the patient’s pulse at this moment. .. . Feusrathet
20 He (love) his children and (prefer) to spend meney_on schoo Lesmrt

. than on himself. : N O
21 Oladele and Segun (not agree) about how they s‘hould share the reward.
22 He now (realise) he has made a mistake and (thmk).Of restgnung.
23 He always (doubt) my word and this makes me angty.

y word ana this 4 { 2
4 We (add) another room to our house which already (consist i e
. Tooms, N al) i learl.
gé A!‘hOl{gh the event happened thirty years ago, he sl (recall) ¥
His opinion (not matter).

7
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9 The Conditional Tense and Conditional Sentences

The distinction between showld and would in the Conditional ‘
disappearing. Most people now use would for 2l persons, altho htcnsc' .
insist on should with I and we. (See p. 17 for a similar note ‘on Jﬁd}}g 5 "
The chief use of the Conditional tense is in 2 main clayse when a2 " d@‘ﬂ.)
is made in a dependent clause or an infinitive phrase: SRR
We would be able 1o start the game if my brother came.
(Main clause) (Conditional clause)
To leave school now would be a mistake.
(Infinitive phrase) (Conditional clause)
Sometimes the condition is understood and not expressed. A very common
instance of this -~ and one that leads to many mistakes - is in expressions like-

[ wowld /ike to introduce our speaker.
Here the words #f I' have your permission, or if you will adllow me to are

undcrstooql although they would not normally be expressed. [ would like
I should like and I'd like are polite ways of saying I wish and can never be

shortened to I /ike.

Three Kinds of Condition

The f“’fﬁCUIfY with this tense is that there are three main kinds of condition
fequinng different tense sequences. Consider these three sentences:
If Tom goes to London, he will study law.
If Tom went to London, he would study law.
- ﬁh:; Tom had gone to London, he would have studied law.
This i ;n sentence implics that it is quite possible that Tom will go to London.
h OWn as an open or likely condition. e
€ second sentence implies that Tom is unlikely to go t London. This is

know N
0 as an unlikely condition. 21
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The third sentence is purely hypothetical. The Sentence impje
did not go to London and did not study law. This is known as i tha, T%
rejected condition. “fulﬁ"edm

The above three sentences contain the tenses that

are typical of o
kinds of condition. In table form these tenses are: the ‘hre,

, L5 Tense in Tense m\

o ecion Conditional Clause Main Clayse
open present fuure
unlikely past simple | conditional .
S |

rejecied past perfect perfect
conditional

T —

Since the tense shows the sense there are many possibie variations on these
tense sequences. It i1s advisable, however, to be very careful about using
sequences other than those shown above.

Avoid the common mistabe of thinking that the Conditional tense s usedin
the conditional clause. The Conditional and Perfect Conditional are found
only in main clauses for Unlikely and Rejected conditions respectively. If you
comc across a sentence like: ~ 0 iy

If he would come with me, I should be very glad., "= =o -
The would of the conditional clause is being used in a special way to mean was
willing . s Ty et

Note that conditional sentences containing a Past Perfect can begin with bed
followed by the subject: ‘in this case no tf is used:

Had be seen the hole, he would not have fallen into it.

Other words introducing conditional clauses and requiring the above tenst
sequences are: even if, suppose that, supposing that, assuming that, o
condition that, provided that, as long as. Unless means almost the same

4 mot but is rather more emphatic. Usnless is extremely rare in Rejected
conditions.

A singular subject of a conditional clause can take were:

If he were ill, who would take his place? ,

Was would not be incorrect. A very common use. of were with a singuldf
subject is in the expression if I were you. (Used in this way were is not the
plural but a relic of a verb form called the subjunctive, now happily almos*

vanished from the language )
EXERCISE 26

Change the infinitives in brackets ro the most smtzblc tenses:
1 If the weather had been finer, the match (take place).
22
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30 Had there been a bed available, my bro

If the rains come carly next year, there (b

If he gets married this year, he (nee d) i’(h?gl:efosw harvest.
He (visit) the dentist if he had toothache. alary.

If the servant hadn't swepr the floor, the master (be angry)

n harvested bef :
weather. ore pow if there (be) goog

If his 'brothcr had been driving, the accident (not happen),
If he 1s ﬂt.- _hc (play) for tl_lc st‘._hc_ml team on Saturday.
z;ii:)lccmﬂty supply would fail if the workers at the power station (go on
;rhc ar)dtlit;a Vo i expensive house if the owners
agree) to pay.
The captain will travel in the referee’s car if there (be) no room on the bus.
The headmaster would announce a holiday if he (have) the permission of
the Ministry.
There (be) a shortage of water next month unless it rains.
1€ he read the newspaper, he (know) an agreement has been signed.
If he (pass) the examination, he will be promoted.
If the gardener does not water the flowers, they (dic). '
His father would have visited the school lf he (know) his son was in ;roub_lc.
If he refetred to the dictionary more often, he (not make) so many spelling
mistakes. _ st wmsten
The editor of the school magazine will accept your article if you (shorten)
it. 4

: ' L
If he didn’t work so hard, he (not ’,bl‘c;,)__so,qsucvc,cs_sfu
Our history teacher will not give us a test unless he (suspect) we have not
read the last chapter. : B
He would leave school this term if he (find) 2 good }l"b- e
The student (be expelled) if he had stolen the encyc OPazc:i i
A war (break out) if the United Nations had not intervencd.

If he knew his father was ill, he (go) home at once. g
If he knows there will be a test next week, he (spend) the weekend rev

: ion would have
If the main speaker (make) 2 convincing speech, the motion ¥
been carried by a large majority. . champions.
If our team wotl the match next Saturday, W€ (bcf)l ‘b:‘:‘:lf: L of the
The Sccrctaty;G'gncf;i: ‘of the United Nations (fly) -

oot if be theught SRR WOUI(ih};il[()éo) into hospital last wcck_.
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