
OEDIPUSTHEKING:Sophocles

PLOTSUMMARY:

●Thebesisunderafflictionandisdesperateforasolution. ●Creonreturns

toreportthattheafflictionisaresultofreligiouspolutionsincethemurdereroftheirformer

kingLaiushasneverbeencaught.Oedipusswearstofindthemurdererandcurseshim.

●OedipussurmonstheblindProphetTieresiusforhelp.Heisforcedtorevealthetruthwhich

Oedipusfindstoobitter ●ThiscreatestensionbetweenOedipusandCreon

Jocasta'saccountofLauis'deathburdensOedipus'conscience ●Hesends

fortheonlysurvivingwitnessofthefieldswherehenowworksasashepherd.

●OedipusrevealshislifestorytoJocastaastheywaitfortheshepherd.Oedipushashope

howeverbecauseHehasbeentoldthatLagoswasmurderedbyseveralrobbers.Howeverthe

mentionoftheplace*crossroads,*bothershim ●Amanarrivesfrom Corinthwiththe

newsofPolybus'death.ThismessengeristheformershepherdwhowasgivenbabyOedipusto

killbutendedtakingthebabytochildlesspolybusandMeropeofCorinth.

●JocastanowrealisedthetruthandbegsOedipustostopaskingquestions.Sherunsintothe

palacewhereshecommitssuicide.

●Theshepherdarrives,Oedipusquestionshim buthebegstoleavewithoutansweringquestions

●Oedipusthreatenshim withtortureandexecution.Itemergesthatthechildhegaveawayto

polybusandMarlowwasLauis'sonOedipus ●Thetruthcomesout.

OedipusfindsJocastadearandpluckshiseyesoutaheavierpunishmentthanmeetingdeath

whereamanisatpeace. ●OedipusasksCreontotakecareofhisdaughters

ashisson'sareoldenoughtotakecareofthemselves,givejocastaadescentburialandhe

goesintoexile.

JOCASTA:

QueenofThebes.SheiswifeoflateLaiusformerkingofThebes.Sheisthewifeandatthe

SametimemotherofKingOedipus.SheactsasafoiltoOedipus.Oedipustriedtoseekoutthe

truthfrom heryetsheatfirstdoesnotknowofthe factsjustlikeOedipus.Thoughtruth

*(Oedipushissonkilledlauishisfatherandmarriedher-hismother)*dawnson herbeforeit

doestoOedipus.Shebecomeshesitanttofindoutthetruthbecausesheislivingand

protectiveandknowsthatinknowingthetruth,theirliveswouldberuinedso*shefeelssafeif

theycontinuelivinginignoranceandblindnessofthetruth*Sheisopen,loving,protectiveandall

inallagoodqueen.

TIRESIUS:



HeisareveredprophetofThebes.HehasbeenblessedwithImmortality.Heistheonlyonein

ThebeswhoisawareofthefactsofOedipus'lifebythetimetheplaybegins.Hefirstundergoes

soulsearchingbeforesayinganything.HetellsOedipusthetruthheseekstofindwhenOedipus

disrespectshim.*Heiselderly,blindbutdespitehisincapabilitytosee,hehasbeengiventhegift

ofseeingintothefuture*Heisexcellentatreadingandperceivingpeople.Heiswiseenoughto

knowthatnoteveryonetakestheirfatewell.Heis*respectful,trustworthy,intelligent,reliable,

levelheaded/rational,obedient,calculative,loyal,flexible,foresighted,God

fearing,responsible,selfless,confident,courageous,hawkeyed,authoritativeetc*

*CHORUS

PlaysaveryimportantroleinGreektragediesbygivingthebackground

information,commentingonthecharacters'actionsandrevealingthepsychologicaland

emotionaltenoroftheaction.Chorushelpstheaudiencetopurgeemotions(Carthasis)and

draw lessons.ChorusisformedofofThebesCitizenswhowitnessOedipus'tragedy.Theyarea

linkbetweentheactorsandtheaudiencebecausetheyvoicetheemotions,anxietiesand

concernsofthepeoplewatchingthetragedy.

*CorinthianShepherd:

Thisisanoldmanfrom CorinthwhobringsthenewsoftheCorinthianking'death.Heisthe

manwhohadpresentedtheinfantOedipustotheCorinthianrulerafterhehadbeenabandoned

bytheThebanShepherd.

Thebanshepherd:

AnotheroldmanwhowasaconfidanteofkingLauis.HeisthesolewitnessofLauis'murderand

theonewhohandedovertheinfantOedipustotheCorinthianShepherd.Althoughtheretwo

shepherdsareminorcharacters,*theyplayamajorpartinunravelingthemysteryofOedipus'

birthandLauis'murder.

AntigoneandIsmene:

ThesearedaughtersofOedipusandJocasta.Theymakeanappearanceintheplaybutarenot

signedanydialogue.

CREONisJocasta'sbrother.HeisaresponsibleandloyalThebancitizen.Hetooactsasafoilto

themore*impulsiveoedipus*HeisintheplaytoprovokeandguideOedipustohisfinal

realisationthatheisamurdererandparticipantinincest.Headvocatesfortheaskingofan

Oracletosolvetheirproblem withThebes.HeisaccusedofoftrailingtooverthrowkingOedipus

byKingOedipushimself.Hegetsachancelaterontoruleinplaceofhim.Hefacesablind

Oedipusanddoesnotwishtoharm him.Hegrantshim hislastwishes(descentburialto

JOCASTA,takecareofOedipus'daughtersandleadhim tothedirectionofexile).Heisseenas

Judicious,rational,consistent,respectful,obedient,intelligent,reliable,

Firesighted,honest,responsible,loyal,openmindedetc



Lessons:

1.Youreapwhatyousow(Oedipus) 2.Thehandoffateisinescapable

3.Pridegoesbeforeafall(Oedipus) 4.Thewillohgodsuperceedsthewillof

man.

5.Tobeslowwhenmakingdecisions/Tothinktwicebeforeact(Oedipus) 6Timetells

itall/Thereislightattheandofthetunnel

7.Disobedienceandarrogancearerecipefordestruction(Oedipus) 8.Afriendinneed

isafriendindeed(CreonandOedipusattheend) 9.Whatisdonecannotbe

undone(Lauis'death)

10.Agoodturndeservestheother*(jocastaandLauistoOedipus)

Weareawarewedrawlessonsfrom thethemes,actionsofthecharactershereespeciallythe

chorus(characterrelationships),Wordsoftheplaywrightetc.ItisgoodifWeavoidnegationsand

useproverbs,idiomsetc.Lessonsincludehere

OEDIPUSTHEKING:

OedipusisthekingofofThebesamanruledbyhisfate.Heistheprotagonistoftheplay.Heis

*believedtobethesonofPolybusandMeropeofCorinthbutheisthesonofKingLauisand

JocastaofThebes*.Heistomurderhisfatherandmarryhisownmother.Heisborntherefore

whenhisfatefuldestinyispredetermined.Heisunawareofthesefactsanddoesnotknowthat

evenbeforetheactionoftheplaystartshehasalreadycommittedthesedreadfulacts.Heis

*arrogant,stubborn,proud,impulsive,irrational,disrespectful,

abusive,mischievous,courageous,strongwilled,shortsighted,aggressive,vengeful,

incorrigible,myopic,etc


